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SIXTY THOUSAND HOUSES

When our group took the “

Sixty
Thousand Houses ” bulletin a lot of

argument arose over the illustration on

page 5 of a State House with a gabled
roof. “

Why a gabled roof ? ”

some

members of the group asked. “ Look at

the wasted space, labour, and materials

involved. Substitute a flat roof on a lot

of houses of this type and use the material
and hours of labour saved to add another

bedroom to some of the houses. What

we want, and want quickly, is more

houses and we do not care how plain
they are.”

Could you get from the Housing
Department information as to—

(1) What would be the saving if a flat

roof were substituted for the

roof in the illustration men-

tioned ?

(2) Are there in New Zealand now

materials suitable for flatroofing?
A third question arises, too : consumer

education. Most people in the forces are

householders or hope to reach that state

within the next few years. Are we to

accept genteel-looking houses designed for

families of not more than two children,

both of whom must be of the same sex,

houses with small windows divided into

smaller panes and a general appearance
of belonging to a community too timid

to move out of the 1920’s ? Or could we

get public discussion going now on what

we want, in what order of priority, what

are we prepared to pay, and what to go

without ?

A C.A.B. Group Leader

[On referring this letter to the Housing
Department, Korero was given the follow-

ing reply : “A flat roof is more expensive
than a gable roof because of the higher
cost of the bituminous roofing-material
necessary and the need for additional

woodwork in a parapet and in covering
the rafters. Corrugated-asbestos roofs are

least expensive, then tiled roofs, then

flat tops. Yes, New Zealand now has a

bituminous material suitable for flat

roofs. As to Question 3, is that not the

reason for the existence of Current

Affairs Discussions ? ”j

LET’S STOP AT £5,000 A YEAR

At an A.E.W.S. discussion it was

decided that we put down in black and

white some of our views on monetary
reform. Here are mine for what they are

worth.

First, a system of international control

because it is only through international

monetary and economic control that we

can ensure peace and prosperity. A

country’s finances must be backed purely
by her natural resources, productivity,
and trade, and no longer must the

future security of the people of the

world depend on the manipulations of


