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ROBOT OF DEOTHJCTTOh: ("Readers' -

ik—— • . Digest”.) :
' The torpedo against which naval on- -

giheer s'- have found no? satisfactory ;
protection, is man’s most intricate . ■
engine of. destruction* It. is tho '
'•’smalles t: war ship afloat - \24» ft long.

■For>it is a ship, •• complete .with engine.'
room, cargo, and mechanical crow* If

ho directed it will describe r. complete
semicircle before stiling down to its ’

course * . Like. a big -battleship, it -fl

given, tests before ic joins tho ; floot*

A 3000 pound fish of stool with 600

pounds, of U.S. 'in its warhead, it

knifes its way through the sea at ; ■.
nearly a mile a minute*. Its.wallop .
staggers -the heaviest. battleship* ’

The ' self propelling torpedo was'bora

in 1364, when. Captain Tuppis of; tho?

-Austrian favy went to ti.io s famous Scot-,

tiah engineer Robert VA'-itonead ws.th a

.plan for on 'automatic, self-steering,

underwater, projectile • • Whit o’ i ,

fascinated, went to work at once aid

two -ears later, the first Whitehead,

torpedo slid into tho water. It wfcct

? a crude - lithic Machine, 10 foot lony,

travelling ah 6 m*p*h*,- ar/,/carrying ,

, six pounds of dynamite, , 'hit so sound 1
was . ehcad?',s -work that his basic : ,

sign-, lias. been changed /only’ slightly*

•’ mhe ocrly torpedo was notoriously’

. .'erratic • in tho water and. menaced tho .
mother: ship as much as tho target*.

Even in the- last , war, several /U-boats-

wore blow’ll up by . their own torpedoes*,.
The ..modern tornodo is so accurate, it,
can run for.-miles-without appreapiable;
deviation' from its set/couve and doptn
Its mechanism comprises, 1323 -.prudision-
built .parts* To’ make one .reouirca
sone 20

?
000 man-hours, chid it co ts

the navy about ( £4i, 000'. ♦ / .
Just before the torpeuo is \launches../

q. torpedo-man, on instructions from
3 the fire, control officer

4

.w-ho has com-

puted the target’s position, .speed and;
range ,• sets direction and

,

d opt i by yd*
• justing a small spindle, like a tad io -

dial.- 1 \ it :is -.no longer necessary tt "-

aim the torpedo direct at the’ target.
.It may be launched in any direction, .
and so set t-.-.-'t it -uill tuna ho Its

,

proper course* .
. ! Tbo principle romper of the cx’O / in

a g-roscopic ’./Hot, a bronze flywheel
the'sto of a”, saucer, . Whed <

r-1
.000- rcvo.lv.t io nc per - : 5. auto ' by a jet

of compressed. air. This gyro-compass
'• control" a small engine yzi'Jhh oper- .'

ates the directional; rudder, shortly
correcting any. deviation r row tho., tor*

pedo’ a fixed course* ••
. • ■

underwater covinc of/the torpedo

is"usually'.about. 15 foot below the

■ surface, and must co kept level.' .A,

■sensitive hydrostat, measuring depth
by ex ter: water pressure,.controls ■
a second sima-1 steering engine, which

' operates horizontal mail rucoLrs* .If

,the - torpedo' runs closer to. the sur-

face than ordered,".or deeper, these

otoor it bock to its,correct depth* ;
All these mechanisms aro fitted tic*.

ly within the torpedo’s slim dianct •••

of 21 inches*
The torpedo ,u.sod to leave tol-ta?/'.

wake of: white bubbles from the cor-

proa sod air, which streamed from its
exhaust jbipe*' This .nor.6tines gave
tho victim tine to dodge, and cler

’

•
rarIced tho position of tho subnarl"
which'fired it,* Tho modern leave

almost' no wake* 4 The white .hot. ml'*-,

tare of air and steam is exhausted.,
through a' holler/ bronze , propeller
shaft. ■ Tho stem on. striking the

cold noft condenses into water - the

ho t ail' forma tfiny slow ?rising bub-

bles which cannot be seen from a f \

tanco v-Hon-the torpedo is well down*
Tho dccisMi in the next phaser,of .

the war nay’ well .turn on cur wbili\•
to defeat tho torpedoAin tho Atlan 1;’.
and to. win with it in the South Par--,
ific* The tin fish is., still ■taking
history* . ' ' ■ '

"SPORTS" - BOXING
' The enthusiasm shown by all'ranks

over the recent pugilistic efforts of

members of the Regt, is indeed grat-
ifying.. The recent conest. staged at .
the Navy Velodrome between "Dulve"
Eddington, the "Tm & Rue Tornado",
’and "Full Count” Foe ste, ■ "who never

a fight .has lost” ???, resulted in a

decision on points for "Full Count”..
The bout consisted of three o-ninu'.o

rounds and wasfought. at a furious

pace. Although not 'belittling “Fa??
Count* s” prowess, 'we feel confident.:.'

th at if’ the -’’Duke” ’had undergone*' a .
longer .period, of training the decir.h.--

night- easily have beta reviewed.
Unfortunately,’ owing to unforesec '

circuit stances, the tournment sched-

uled for -this Saturday evening has ) .
Leu*. cancelled* : however, . ,we are

all eagerly looking; forward to the

return ; bout between'.’’FullCount” and.

the "Duke", which, is to be staged a

the official opening of the "beer «

Garden”, nezt .Saturday night.
■.'With the "atraosphere" wore to* hi' , .
liking, ;, from "inside" informat'.: <■

s

‘-rr? ■ fti <•" tto*s nnh fwho* bv ■' .'

w?.*, is none other than Ko*‘. t<

the K.O* ..Kid -5we..feel -sure; that !•’•.-

"Duke” will "swing” Lis way to vie
tpry for. honour of tbe J’’Fight ;y • >

Excerpts frora ’’pensioner’ r ’Problcr;.'* 1,

I e apot g-;t sick pay. T have s5?:

c'.dlvi'ur.jj Caa you tell ne why thio
is re ? ,

*

' ■ - •

drs» Er own has no clothes for a .
*•* - end.’ ihs L □o-fi regularly vlotted '
t-c cloryy. Cun you do sone thing, i .


