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representative of the men who have- preserved the qualities that hive
ensiled the British Merchant Service to fulfil so faithfully the vital
duties which it must perform in time of war. He began his training
for the subsequent 35 years of his • seafaring career in H.M. 8 r Convoy"
in 1106 and has been for 32 years in the service of the Company to which

■i ..his ship belongs..' ' He served throughout the lest war, and in thud wri-
'

' ..just 18 months ago, was torpedoed off the South American Coast. His

troops officer hod a, similar experience in this.war on r ship carrying
. troops,, On that occasion there was loss of life, some of the victims

being nurses. The master has with him a number of officers end men

y; with eventful war-careers, end one of his Junior engineers wears the

ribbon of ths M,B.E. which was swarded to him for sailing one of the

ship’s boots for a period of seven days after she had boon torpedoed.
It only remains to odd that our transport, with her continuous

docks is well adopted to the purpose which she is now serving, Hex'
value in<this service is also greet in view of-the losses of vessels of

her typo end the importance which amphibious warfare has assumed. If

■ there is- r tendency to allow one’s thought! to dwell upon congestion
.below decks, some consolation may be found in. the fact that there have

been coc.csl'ons when the ship hoc carried many more troops th r ii ere at

presort on board. . -

KETLER FELOOSE SWEEP.
''"Vhrj b' v- you going to 'do with the money?” ... -

y.'/. “Sond- it home to Mum,” ' -

- ’.’Whet, fill of it?” . .
"Most of it. I might spend some at the next port."

X-l*'"viT

hrt on?” •

■ft■ "Ohl this and that end a. good feed of steak: and eggs and the iz ocr.l news-

;, ' paper, arid - .”
; ” And ' - ;

”

”f&ll, yes, I might have one or two with the, boys.”
-•fi : ’Ah/'' I said ingratiatingly, end promptly invited VIP. Ladbrcoki of Inver-

f' cergilll tho winner Of the £SO prize in the Keiser Feloose Sweep to drop
inlet the office just before he goes ashore. Some of us would like to

accompany Qim Yesxhe-. would contribute .to our new fund for Poor
'and Needy Soldiers,' provided "Down the Hatch” subscribed pound 'for pound
on tho spot. Yes, he. said bitterly, he had won one lottery, - Bob

Semple's. ' '

G S, Gai in', Hyweyo, winner of the £3O prize, -said he was practically
a teetotaller, but open to conviction. "e smiled. We know Taranaki;

. "Are you also a T.T.?” I asked TO II Whiter Baty, D«C.M O
, Auckland,

ex-All Block, as he pocketted his £2O, There was p burst of laughter
from the boys in the Bay Office. ' Bnberressd ,we wont off to congratu-

, : - late H 6 of the- rainy Cetlins,and F.H4,Challis, Dunedin, who shared
t-hc•'ticket for the tenner. One of thorn had boon down to his last shill

. .'lng, but the other "had boon doing well at housey houscy.”

HOT THEY WERE DRAWN.
ON a table ware five rows of numbered counters. Behind

these stood' five nurses. Opposite the nurses sat five "other.ranks
. each of whom held' a little canvas bag. . ’ - • •

The fi. st row’ of counters was numbered 1 - 34, the numbers of the

prizes. The next row of counters represented the thousand figures of

tho &weep ticket's, while the other three rows, each of 0 - 9 represented
tho hundreds, tens and units. - ' , ;

When Lieut W.P.Lund, Mester of Ceremonies, gave the word each row of
counters was checked into its corresponding bag and shejfen vigor rously
under the eagle eyes of Officers and WQ’s.

Sister Healy, looking nervous (she is more used, to operating, theatres
drew out the’first counter, prize no 25, worth £2. Then the second sist
tor drew e two from, the thousands bag, the next drew a five from the hun-
dreds, the next e zero from the tens, end the next e six from the Units.
Ho prize No 25 went to No. ,2506. The suspense was awful. Twentyfour
numbers were drawn before the big fish was caught. Your reported mop-
ped his brow?.., scanned his ragged ticket end sighed.


