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WELLINGTON, DECEMBER 1, 1947.

“ONE FOR THE ROAD”
In days long agone, when the travel-

ler started on his journey astride his
trusty steed, it was a custom for his
host, or his lady love, to hand to him
as a last token of well-wishing, a
"stirrup-cup” of ale. It was not a
very good custom, even then, hut at
least there was some safeguard for the
victim of the mistaken kindness in the
fact that the said steed could be relied
upon to have his brain unimpaired, and
his reactions natural and uninjured, so
that if the “cup” had done its worst
with the rider, at any rate the horse
would probably land him at his destina-
tion safely.

Today, we have a survival of this
custom in the "Poor hospitality of ‘One
for the Road’” as it is termed in the
current issue of the Auckland Auto-
mobile Association’s “Bulletin.” The
most timely warning is given in the
Editorial, from which we quote the
following:

A current radio safety-first broad-
cast has as its theme the driver who
has been at a party with his wife and
is pressed to have "just one more for
the road.” The wife advises nim not
to, but her advice is countered by the
jovial "friend’s" mistaken sense of
hospitality and desire to prove that he
and bis companion "are men who can
carry their liquor.” Whether it will
be admitted or not, it is a tact that

there are not many men who can resist
such an appeal to their "manhood."
The drink is taken, and there is an
accident in which the wife is killed.

Who is the chief offender in these
circumstances? The driver, of course,
should have had sufficient moral cou-
rage to refuse the drink. But the
show-off friend, anxious to give a dis-
play before the women-folk of the
warmth of his hospitality and ability
to drink, must take a large share of
the blame. Responsibility for a fatal
accident, even if indirect, cannot be a
pleasant thing to have on the con-
science, but it is a risk accepted daily.
It is a risk taken in clubs and bars
and homes without the slightest
thought. Rather than hospitality, it is
an example of selfishness, of a selfish
disregard for the welfare of the driver
and of other users of the road.

There is also the fact that such men
arc not drunkards in the customary
sense. The persistent drunkard is
comparatively easily kept off the road.
The danger comes from the occasional
drinker. The remedy lies in co-opera-
tion between motorists and* their
friends. The hall-mark of a man is
not his ability to drink, but his capacity
to say "No" and mean it. A man, in
the real sense, is also ready to set an
example. It is easy to say "No thanks,
I am driving the car,” hut the refusal
loses its effect if it is only a mild
protest as a preliminary to "one for
the road.” On the other hand, note
is taken when the refusal, and the rea-
son for it, is persisted in.

Some people are receptive only to
fears of pains and penalties. They
are provided for under the- laws con-
cerning drunkenness while in charge
of a car. Future road-safety cam-
paigns, so far as these people are
concerned, have need only to remind
them of the penalties. More attention
could be focussed on the casual drinker
who may be made accident-prone
through a faulty sense of values con-
cerning hospitality and manhood.

It is a dreadful commentary on this
false friendliness that at Christmas
time, the risk of rccident is so much
increased by it that specially emphatic
warnings are given over the air, in-
spired by such tragic memories of
other holiday periods. It may well be
a-ked whether the necessary emphasis
is placed on the fallacy of the
"friendly" glas?, in these broadcast
warnings. Drivers should pray to bo
delivered from their "friends."

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCE-
MENTS

DOMINION CONVENTION
NOMINATIONS FOR DOMINION

OFFICERS
Vice-President: Mrs. Ethel Mackie.
Treasurer: Miss G. Gibbs.
Owing to the absence from New

Zealand of Mrs. Mackie, the consent
to her nomination was received too
late to be inc'uded in the list of nomi-
nations published last month.

In the unusual circumstances, the
late consent of Miss Gibbs to her
nomination was gladly accepted.

ANNUAL DOMINION CONVEN-
TION

W ill Union and District Secretaries
please take notice of the following:

1. Hospitality: When your delegate
has been appointed and if requires
hospitality, write immediately to Mrs.
C. G. Johnson, 2 Shirley Road, Karori,
Wellington, W. 3.

2. Convention Roll: Send the name
of your delegate to me, as soon as
appointed.

3. Credential: Provide your delegate
v.’ith a Credential which should be
handed to r*te at commencement of
Convention. •

4. Service of Remembrance:
should be glad if you would let me
have the names of members of your
Union who have passed away since last
Convention not later than 26th Feb-
ruary.

5. Competition Banners: If your
Union is the holder of a Competition
Banner, please see that it is taken to
Convention, or sent to me there.

THANK YOU!
(Mrs. V.) R. M. UNDERHILL,

Recording Secretary.
Blenheim.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
ARRANGED IN GROUPS FOR
DISCUSSION AT DOMINION

CONVENTION
1. Backblocks, Literature and Lib-

rary, Bulletin.
2. Little White Ribboners, L.T.L.,

Band of Hope.
,T Anti-Gambling, Good Citizenship
4. Evangelistic, Bible -in - Schools,

Sabbath Observance.
5. Maori, Home Meetings, Notable

Days and Educational Bureau.
6. Press, Legal and Parliamentary.
7. Scientific Temperance Exams

Sunday School and Bible Class Tem-
perance, "Y’s.”

8. Social and Mcral Hygiene
Methods.
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