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Thought for the Month. “Recreate in us the Soul of Service, the Spirit of Peace.
Renew in us the sense of Joy.”—R. L. Stevenson.

“OFFICIAL ORGAN”
Glibly though an “Official Organ’

may be mentioned, it is doubtful
whether all those who make use of the
term are fully aware of its many im-
plications. The dictionary has a whole
column of material on the word
“Organ” with its deri\atives and com-
pounds. It is quite an illuminating
diversion to read through it.

Among other meanings given arc
tiese: “An instrument, or means: that
which performs some duty, office, or
function: a means of communication
between one person or body of persons
to another: a medium of conveying
certain opinions; specifically, a news-
paper.” And, to carry the content of
the word on to its derived verb, we
find that “to organise" is “to arrange
the several parts of for action or
work.”

hood for thought in all this, un-
doubtedly. It may be worth while to
investigate the position with regard to
our “organ”; and to see whether, small
and modest though it be, ?t fulfils its
"duty, office, or function.”

Every effort is made to secure that
power of “communication” between the
members of our great movement. For
the function to be fully exercised is.however, obviously, an equally shared
responsibility between the producers
and the readers of our paper. The
meal may be prepared, and some effort

towards making it appetising may be
made; but if the appetite for it is not
keen, if the diner is too busy to feel
it incumbent upon her to accept what
is offered, then this function cannot
possibly be carried out so far as she
is concerned. Full responsibility for
the preparation of the feast is with
one side? but its usefulness is in its
value to the individual reader. As to
the fare provided, it is good to receive
contributions from those who feel that
certain matters are worthy of a place
on the menu. Thanks are due to many
who help in this way.

As "a medium of exchange for cer-
tain opinions,” we realise that, for
fifty-one years, the “White Ribbon”
has sounded a clear note of challenge
to all the power* of evil in social, com-
munity, and national life in New Zea-
land. No one would dream of search-
ing its pages for anything which would
have effects other than uplifting.
Casual readers are in no doubt as to
the reason for its existence. No un-
certain trumpet note trembles through
it; but a definite call to service for
God, Home, and Humanity is heard,
constantly and urgently.

It may be questioned as to whether
the duties of the “White Ribbon" can
be held to include those of “arranging
the several parts” of our organisation
“for action or work.” That is, per-
haps, to assume an almost dictator-
like position. Each Llnion lias the
right to plan and work along the line*
best suited to its own circumstances;
which means its locality, its numbers,
the type of people in the neighbour-
hood, and various other features of its
make-up. Suggestions as to what may
be helpful, suitable subjects for study
in meetings, fruitful and timely avenues
for specialised effort, and carefully pre-
pared plans for efficient performance
of the duties arising from the fact of
the existence of Unions are all supplied
with the one aim of helping to keep
interest keen ; and to make the work
easy to compass for those many busy
officers whose lives are very full of
work in home and community. Thai
some attempt towards co-ordination of
effort should be made through our
pages is right; hut it is not expected
that all Unions should become identical,
and lose their characteristic qualities.

Whatever may be the opinion as to
the successful functioning of the
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“But words are things, and a small drop of ink,
Falling, like dew, upon a thought, produces
That which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think.”

—Lord Byron

Mrs. V. Underhill,
Recently elected Recording Secretary.
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