
(iipsy \v;ts too absolutely astonished
to speak. At length she gasped,
“Mr Morton, I am very new to the
work ; my heart is certainly in it, hut
I fear 1 am sadly lacking in tee hnical
knowledge.”

“Perhaps so,’’ he replied, “though
I am by no means sure of that. This
is it period of reconstruction, and I
want to reconstruct my Cabinet on
broader lines. Old customs must
give way to the needs of this time.
As Minister of Health and Kducation
you will have laigely in your hands
the litre of the rising generation, and
that, you will agree with me, is wo-
man's work. Inexperienced in the
administrative details you are, but the
Chief Health Officer and the Commis-
sioner of Kducation are there to ad
vise and instruct you in any way you
require.”

“But, Mr'Morton, I fear I am too
much of a Radical to enlist under so
conservative a banner as yours.”

“Kindly note that 1 bear a Reform
banner. You desire reforms, so do
I. I shall not make too severe de
mands upon your loyalty.”

“I am neither politician nor party
woman, but I must be straight with
you. You know my views on the
l iquor Trade, upon Prison and Kdu
rational Refoims. I can not be false
to my principles. Can Ibe true to
t hem and to you ?’

“I think s>. Non have practically
a free hand in vour own department,
except that Cabinet must he consulted
before .iny -weeping change is made.
In other matters 1 promise never to
ask you to vote against your con-
science. Trv it, Mrs Lewis; treat
me with cand >ur, ns 1 know you will,
and we shall get on."

“I should like t<» consult one nr two
of my leading supporters, and if these
gentlemen think 1 can do this and he
true to my election promises, 1 wi
trv it,” .

Mrs Lewis wen at on»e to her old
friend and e bairn an, Mr (Irant, and
laid the politic n before him. He'
agreed to talk it over with he*i old
committee, and let her know the re>
suit. After consultant n, he again
sought her with the judgment of her
supporters.

“You went in, he said, “pledged
to principles, not ro party. The old
Liberal Parly is dead We believe 1 in
you, believe that you will he true to
vour pledge. We would not like to
take the responsibility of depriving
the* Dominion of so capable a Ministei
of these departments as you will
make.”

A Coalition (lovnnmcnt t\a> the <■

fore formed, and for the* first time' un
der normal v ircumst into, portfolios
we'ic give'n to thicc memhe'is, not be*
cause they obeyed the* crack of the*
party whip, but because they were*
e'.tc h experts in the departments th«*\
were to he the- Ministerial heads e>f

Mrs Lewis took a hurried trip to
Dunedin to consult with her son.
Will heartily approved ot his mother's
new dignity.

“Mum, veiu’ve* lx*atrn me. Here
have* I been grinding for years
exams, and now at oi e* bound you
land at the* top of the* Health Depart
mrnt, and no ev.im. icquired Poli
ties for me, every time, and he

laughed gaily.
“Hurry up, niv son, and become* a

fully qualified Ml)., and then I r •

have* the* benefit of your knowledge.”
So quietly C»ipsv stepped into her

new position, bringing to it the same
care and attention as she gave to ail
her other duties

Returning home from the Hois,-
one evening, she found her brother
and his daughter waiting to greet her

“Tell me, \unfic,” said Zeta, “how-
does it feel to he a Minister of the
Crown?” *

“Ii feels a pieat responsibility, am
I am rinding; out fast I»<»w ignorant I
am.”

Hei brother smiled “Most politi
< ians feel capable of tunning the uni

verse. You must be <|iiite .»n oddit\
among them.”

"I’m going to do my best, Jack.’’
"You'll do all right, old girl. Why

bless me, you looked after my licaltl
and education, and see what a shining
example of physical fitness and brail
vigour I am.”

And so ;n pleasant chat the evening
wore away.

Alone in her room that night
(lipsy gazed on the pin tos of he
loved ones, and murmured, “If onh
you were here to help and advise me.’

Then kneeling, she committed her
self and her cares to the keeping ol
that Father of whom it had >een said
‘‘lie pivoth wisdom to them that asl>
Him.”

(To be continued.)

PERSONAL.

Wo are sme all out ret d<*rs will re
♦tier to he*.! l that owinrr to health rea
s»n •>. we* aie* to lose* Hu* services of
Hiss Weymouth tor a time. In <>i
cle*r i«» ie*- *jiterate. Miss Weymouth is
P> leave New Zealand by tl e Ru ihine
;.t Ihe e*nd of this month, and will re
ill sent otii N Branches at the
World s ( nnven'ion. She holies to
icturn restored m health. earl\ next
\ ear.
a olrasant vovage, a h' ppy, restful

We ish this indefatigable worke
holi’-'v a safe return, and renewed
stre ngi h.

SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND.

In response to the appeal for th**
starving children of Europe -e re
reived the follow.ng amounts; F.W.R.
£ -o; British Colonial, j[\ 12s; Special
for Vienna children, Z 4
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