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TERRITORIAL TRAINING.

We arc pleased to note that Sir
James Allen informed the House it
"as not intended to make any change
in the system of Territorial 1 raining
before July, 19J0. However diverse
the opinions people may hold on this
subject, surely all wiil agree that so
vital a change as compelling all young
men to have four months’ training in
camps should not be introduced by the
ghost of a Parliament which should
have been decently buried two years
ago. At the coming election the
matter can he threshed out, and the
peop’e will have an opportunity of
deciding whether the militarism we
went to war to kill is to impose it''
yoke upon us. Pertinent questions
must be answered. Why, if the
dulling of a nrtion into a military
machine is the i»e ,t means of defence,
did the German machine break down
and fail? Did the highly drilled and

disciplined military machine of Ger-
many prove a better defence than the
free citizens of our Dominions*
Whether military camps arc the best
means of physical training is open to
grave doubt, but there is no doubt
about the fact that their mental and
moral value is less than nothing it is

a positive evil.
It may be said that our youth need

discipline, and that military training
gives this. We question that state-
ment. Is the passive obedience iri-
culcated by militarists a good thing?
Have not the world’s greatest bene
factors, those who have done most for
humanity, ever been the rebels, not
the passive obeyers? In the last re
sort the defence of a nation depends
on the morale of its people. Get
down to bedrock, and it is always a
question of character. Camp train-
ing does not build up fine characters.
It may not injure the strong charac
ter, but alas! there are many weak-
ling, among 11s, and to these the
segregation in camps away from the
influence of mother and sister speils
disaster.

The highest form of discipline is
self discipline, and our greatest cdu
cationalists aim at teaching the child
to govern itself. Self-discipline our
boys learn in games, sports, and in
their classes; they d<» net learn it in
camps. There they have the dis-
cipline of an outside will forced upon
them often an intellectual, finely-
tempered youth is forced to obey the
behests of a comparatively uneducated
officer, who never thinks for himself,
but does as he is told.

We are democrat enough to trust
the people, but if we are to have mili-
tarism thrust upon us, it must be by
the Will of the People, and not by tht
Act of a Government representing
even when elected -only a minority of
the electors.

IN MEMORIAM.

Napier Union mourns the loss of an
old and esteemed member. Mrs
Kerr, wife of Mr W\ Kerr, of the
\apier Boys’ High School, was an ac-
tive worker in the Union until failing
health compelled her to retire. She
was of a very bright disposition, ana
will be much missed by a large circle
of friends and acquaintances. Our
sympathy goes out to the bereaved
husband and son.

INITIATIVE REFERENDUM.
RECALL.

It Parliament fails to enact mea
sure* which the people consiai.
ccssary for their welfare, a petition
may be prepared containing a Bill to
give elfect to these mcasuics, ana
when the required number ot (at-
tested) signatures have been obtained,
Parliament is compelled to pass the
Bill within a certain number ol du>s,
or submit it to the electors lor ap-
proval or rejection, with or without a
counter or conflicting measure. 1 he
Mill approved (if any) at the polls
becomes »aw within so many (say Ooj

days. Ibis is what is called the
Initiative.

Tlie Referendum is used to prevent
Parliament from passing any mea-
sure detrimental to the people. Within
a given time the people may get up a
petition demanding a poll of the elec-
tors to determine whether ..n Act
p.issi d by Parliament should become
law. If no such petition is prepared,
the Act becomes law auton.au .1
within a certain number of days. If
a petition is got up a poll must be-
taken, and the fate of the Act d' p< 1

upon the result ol the poll.
As to the Recall. lo recall a

member, a petition must be signed by
a number of the electors, say J 5 or so,
per cent. (In some American States
by an absolute majority of the elec-
tors.) The petition must state defin-
itely and clearly the t barge against
the sitting member, su< h .»s flagrant
breaches of pre-election promises, im-

moral conduct, or discreditable ac-
tions, and a copy thereof i* furnished
to every elector, together with the
member’s defence, prepared by him
self. The member is allowed an op-
portunity to defend himself in a
given namber of words, and in a speci-
fied time, and if recalled would have
the right to offer himself for re elec-
tion.

THE NEW MOTHERHOOD.
If she had lived a little while ago

She would be wearing tranquil cap'- of
la^ce,

Withdrawing gently to her quiet place,
Sighing remotely at the world’s

drab woe.

To dav she fronts it squarely at her
foe,

Not front the ingle nook, but face to
face,

Marching to meet it, stc.dilv keeping
pace,

Armoured in wisdom, strong to
overthrow.

September iX, 19(9 THE WHITE RIBBON 9

WO MIN'S

Christian Temperance Union
Of Nn Zealand.
Organised ills*

••far 0%4 ini Name iM Mysnnnlty."

PRESIDENT:
MRS. DON,

Ravensbourne, Duncd.n.
VICE-PRESIDENT:

MRS CRABB, 128, College Street,
Palmerston N.

RECORDING SECRETARY:
MRS. W. A. EVANS, M A ,

Hiropi
St., Wellington.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:
MISS HENDERSON. BA, 26 Tui

St., Fendalton, Christchurch.
(Telephone No 4258).

TREASURER:
MRS BENDELY, Aratonga Avenue,

One Tree Hill, Auckland.

OfMlal Organ 1

“The White Ribbon.”
Editor: Mrs Peryman, Port Chalmers.

(Telephone No. 1).
Associate Editor: Mrs Evans. M.A.
Business Manager: Mrs Peryman,

Port Chalmers.
(Telephone No. 1).


