
Press was more sympathetic than
heretofore. For the first time on re-
cord the “Maoriland Worker," which
is the journal of the Labour party, do
dared in favour of Prohibition, while
the religious pallets, especially the
“Outlook,” rendered magnificent ser
vice. Then we had the inffticme of
the children, who appealed lor votes
by songs, processions, ano specta* u-
lar demonstrations; and, more im-
IHirtant than all, the numbers in our
I’nion who individually and collectively
gave themselves to unceasing prayer.
Vet we have not won the hoped-for
victory. How have we lost? Hv the
soldier vote they polled such a big
majority for Continuance, and the
manv who were oposed to Compensa-
tion for fear of taxation. The last
defence of the Trade is that liquor re-
venue helps to p. \ the taxes, the truth
is that Drink is our greatest public
debt-maker and our greatest public
burden. Then our opponents made a
great cry about whisky being neces-
sary to lure influenza and its acom-
panying pneumonia, and gave a super-
abundance of unsolicited advice, at
the same time showing their dense ig-
norance of the effect of alcohol on the
human system, and an equal lack of
knowledge as to the attitude of intelli-
gent physic ians generally towards
liquor as a medical temedy, and be-
cause of the dread malady that so re-
cently has taken such a terrible toll of
human life, some believed them, anil
refused to vote against alcohol. One
cannot help asking if alcoholic, liquor
is a “cure” foi this disease, wh\ is it
not a preventive? No one can dis-
pute the fact that heavy drinkers are
usually fatal cases in pneumonia.
Physiology has found that alcohol is
out of place jn human insides, and
that statistical and acUiarial science
has demonstrated that even steady
drinking, not more than what is or-
dinarily called moderate, raises the
death-rate over So per rent.

But whatever the reason, the fact
remains we air not on the winning
side. We did not obtain out objec-
tive, so we must woik on until we fl
Dr. Waddell tells the story of a little
< ompany of wai weary soldiers teat
were halted for rest alongside a cer-
tain rude entrance. A Bo< he shell
screamed thi-Migb the air and fell
beside them, and a fragment of it got
the youthful Captain. With the last
sui of his departing life he raised
himself, looked into the eyes of his
lieuteunt, and said “the ordei is
Forw »id," and fell back dead. That
is the spirit that won the war; the
same spirit will win ours.

It is great to know that money is at
our disposal, that science is in our
favour. It is greater to know that
men of all classes are on our side.
The greatest of all is the knowledge
that God b our Leader, and while we
trust in Hirr we must win. though vic-
tory is long delayed. For a genera-
tion the Drink Traffic has stayed the
march of higher and better things; it
has been an obstacle in the path of

the forces of truth and righteousness,
and it will resist to the last gasp all
efforts to overthrow it, and as the ob
iect of our organisation is to destroy
it, root and branch, we must unflinch
inglv tight until we have banished
this great offence to (iod.

THK WORLD AGAINST LIQCOR.
We rejoice greatly with our Ameri-

can sisters in the glorious fact that on
January i(>, 1020, the I’nitcd States
will be “dry” throughout the length
and breadth of its enormous territory,
and affecting a population of over
100,000,000 men, women, and children.

We take the liberty of copying the
following from a recent “I'nion Sig-
nal”;—“America has erected a great
Prohibition Lightbhouse that is send-
ing its gleams to the far coiners of
the world. In every country where
campaigns of education or legislation
are in progress America is the un-
answerable indisputable argument for
Prohibition. Our temperance papers
have been filled with the success of
the anti liquor movement in America.
It is exploited from the platform and
pulpit; it is blazoned in posters on
the walls and buildings. Do the slow
of understanding insist that Australia
cannot afford to relinquish its vlnnk
revenue. The Prohibition champion
will pull from his pocket a signed
statement from th»* Governor of one of
the Prohibition States testifying to the
unexampled financial prosperity of
communities and States ih.it have been
rel'vved of the buidtn of raring for
the victims i* the liquor traffic. l)o
the agents of the liquor interests in
New Zealand protest that the elimina-
tion of the traffic in Dunk would work
ruin, that commercial interests would
erase to thrive, that hotels would be
without patrons, and stores without
customers, some well-informed advo-
cate of ‘dryness* will send a cable-
gram from the Max or of Seattle and
silence every objector by the em-
phatic answer that no law enacted has
been such a pros|M*rit> promoter as that
whi'h abolished saloons, breweries,
:tnd distilleries. Does some einploxer
• f the booze interest bring forward the
labour argument: the army of men
out of employment; \meriian labour
leader in drx States will send back an
answer true and strong that Prohibi-
tion in every instance has safeguarded
t’ae health and efficiency of the work-
ing man, and wherever fairlv tried has
been approved of by them.”

And because of America’s achieve-
ments we salute our White Ribbon
sis*ers, and Tjoice with them that
thc r prayer.* and self-denying toil and
unquenchable enthusiasm have now
received a glorious crown. Canada is
bone dry, bleai hed white, and over
our sister Dominion floats the Prohibi-
tion flag, and even dav she is proving
that the benefits gained are so incal-
culable that the very thought of going
back to the old system is quite out of
the question.

The temperance societies of ('.rent
Britain are in possession of much evi-

dence showing that in spite of the
Government limitations in the output
of beer, there is still enough drinking
to impaii the health, efficiency, and
discipline of the soldier, deplete the
food supply, and sap the economic
strength of the working people.
Strenuous efforts are being made to
secure State Purchase, but evidently
public sentiment is much opposed to
furnishing money to buy out the
liquor traffic.

In France over one thousand drink
shops have been closed in Rouen,
Havre, Dieppe, and in the ricinities of
Lower Seine. The l nioo is lending
every eneigy to awaken public opin-
ion and influence the public powers
take action against the sale of alco-
hol. The Minister of Armaments
said recently: “At the end of the war
there will have to be a readjustment of
the alcohol question from the stand-
jK)int of the higher interests of the
country. The industrialisation of al-
cohol, and not the akoholisation of the
individual, will be the programme to
be realised.”

Prohibition has prevailed in Bel-
gium by the Royal decree of King Al-
bert. W e hojie it will b: easy for her
people, after having driven out the
curse of invasion, to prevent the re-
turn of the other curse, alcoholism.
Holland has organised a National Lo-
cal Option League to educate the
people in total abstinence principles;
a memorial asking, for local option,
signed by over (mx»,o<x> citizens, has
recently been sent to the »^ueen.

Russia, who took sin h a magnificent
foiward step in Prohibition, fell from
being a world hope for freedom, and
is now a \\<>ild menace and a world
problem.

The Parliament of Japan has en-
acted a law, which went into effect on
the ist of this month, prohibiting
the sale to or giving intoxicants to
minors. The W.C.T.I’. in India sent
a memorial appealing to the Govern-
ments of all civilised countries of the
world to be presented at time and
place of Peace negotiations. Power-
fully they state their cause, and ask
that a decisive step be taken against
the acknowledged curse of the earth,
strong ill ink. The memorial is sign-
ed bv the Executive Committee of the
National W.C.T.IL of India, number-
ing 4ixx) members.

China had the opium treaty forced
upon her by a Western nation, and
after years of degradation she was able
to break that treaty. Now she fares
a fact equally horrible. Du -

ing the past two years American brew-
ers, who have been forced to relin-
quish theii hold on their victims in
that land, have been pouring into
China. Bv way of inducement to the
Chinese officials to sell territory to
the brewers for the erection of their
plan's, the enormous revenue that will
result therefrom is being urged, and
poverty-stricken China is facing this
dire temptation. In her struggle
against this new evil China is not left
without help. The W.C.T.U. for 20
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