
President Wilson Urges the Exten-
sion of Suffrage to Women.

The President, addressing the Sen-
ate at i o’clock on September 30th,
said:—
Gentlemen of the Senate:

‘‘The unusual circumstances of *a

world-war in which we stand and are
judged in the view not only of our
own people and our own consciences
hut also in the view of all nations and
peoples will, I hope, justify in your
thought, as it does in mine, the mes-
sage I have come to bring you. 1 re-
gard the concurrence of the Senate
in the constitutional amendment pro-
posing the extension of the suffrage to
women as vitally essential to the suc-
cessful prosecution of the great war
of humanity in which we are engaged.
I have come to urge upon you the con-
siderations which have led me to that
conclusion. It is not only my privi-
lege, it is also my duty to apprise
you of every circumstance and ele-
ment involved in this momentous
struggle which seems to me to affect
its very processes and its outcome. It
is my duty to win the war, and to ask
you to remove every obstacle that
stands in the way of winning it.

“I had assumed that the Senate
would concur in the amendment l>e-
cause no disputable principle is in-
volved but only a Question of the
method by which the suffrage is to
be extended to women. There is and
can be no party issue involved m it.
Both of our great national parlies
are pledged, explicitly pledged, to
equality of suffrage for the women of
the country. Neither party, there-
fore, it seems to me, can justify hesi-
tation as to the method of obtain-
ing it, can rightfully hesitate to sub-
stitute federal initiative for state
initiative, if the early adoption of
this measure is necessary to the sue-
<es>ful prosecution of the* war and if
the method of state action proposed
in the party platforms of ic>i6 is im-
practicable within any reasonable
length of time, A practicable at all.
And its adoption is, in my judgment,
clearly necessary to the successful
prosecution of the war and the suc -

cessful realisation of the objects for
which the war is being fought.
PROFESSIONS NOT SUFFICIENT

That judgment I take the liberty
of urging upon you with solemn earn-
estness for reasons which I shall
state very frankly and which I shall

hope will seem as conclusive to you
as they seem to me.

This is a peoples* war and the peo-
ples’ thinking constitutes its atmos-
phere and morale, not the predilec-
tions of the drawing room or the
political considerations of the caucus.
If we he indeed democrats and wish
to lead the world to democracy, we
can ask other peoples to accept in
proof of our sincerity and our ability’
to lead them whither they wish to be
led nothing less persuasive and con-
vincing than our actions. Our pro-
fessions will not suffice. Verification
must be forthcoming when verifica-
tion is asked for. And in this case
verification is asked for,--asked foi
in this particular matter. You ask
by whom ? Not through diplomatic
channels; not by Foreign Ministers.
Not by the intimation of parliaments.
It is asked for by the anxious, ex-
pectant. suffering peoples with whom
we are dealing and who are willing
to put their destinies in some meas-
ure in our hands, if they are sure
that we wish the sime things that
they do. Ido not speak by con-
jecture.

It is not alone the voices of states-
men and of newspapers that reach
me, anil the voices of foolish and in-
temperate agitators do not reach me
at all. Through many, many channels
I have been made aware what the
plain, struggling, workaday folk are
thinking upon whom the chief terror
and suffering of this tragic war falls.
They are looking to the great, power-
ful, famous Democracy of the West to
lead them to the new day for which
they have so long waited; anu they
think, in their logical simplicity, that
democracy means that women shall
play their part in affairs alongside
men and upon an equal footing with
them. If we reject measures like
this, in ignorance or defiance of uhrt
a new age has brought forth, of what
they have seen but we have not, ibry
will cease to believe in us; thev will
c ease to follow or to trust *is. 'l'hey
have seen their own governments
accept this interpretation of demo-
cracy—seen old governments bke
that of Great Britain, which ci’d not
profess to be democratic, promise
readily and as of course this justice
to women, though they had before re-
fused it, the strange revelation of
this war having made many things
new and plain, to governments as
well as to peoples.

WOMEN PARTNERS IN THE
WAR.

Arc we alone to refuse to learn the
lesson? Arc we alone to ask and tike
the utmost that our women can
give,—service and sacrifice of every
kind, —and still say we do not see what
title that gives them to stand by our
sides in the guidance of the affairs of
their Nation and ours? We have
made partners of the women in this
war; shall we admit them only to a
partnership of suffering and sacrifice
and toil and not to a partnership i,t
privilege and right ? This war could
not have been fought, either by the
other nations engaged or by America,
if it had not been for the services c
the women,—services rendered i
every sphere,—not merely in the
fields of effort in which we have been
accustomed to see th**m work, but
wherever men have worked and upon
the very skirts and edges of the bat-
tle itself. We jball not only be dis-
trusted but shall deserve to be dis-
trusted if we do not enfranchise them
with the fullest possible enfranchise-
ment, as it is now certain that the
other great free nations will enfran-
chise them. We can not isolate our
thought and action in such a matter
from the thought of the rest of the
world. We must either conform
or deliberately reject what they pro-
pose and resign the leadership of
liberal minds to others.

WILL NOT BE “SLACKERS.”
The women of America are too

noble and too intelligent and too de-
voted to be slackers whether you give*
or withhold this thing that is mere
justice; but I know the magic it will
work in their thoughts and spirits if
you give it them. I propose it as I
would propose to admit soldiers to
the suffrage, the men fighting in the
field for our liberties and the liberties
of the world, were they excluded.
The tasks of the women lie at the
very heart of the war, and I know
how much stronger that heart will
beat if you do this just thing and
show our women that you trust them
as much as you in fact and of neces-
sity depend upon them.
“VITAL TO THE WINNING OF

THE WAR.”
Have I said that the passage of this

amendment is a vitally necessary war
measure, and do you need further
proof ? Do you stand in need of the
trust of other peoples and of the trust
of ou*' own women ? Is that trust an
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