
IS IT REASONABLE TO EXPECT
THE SAME MORAL STAND-
ARD FROM MEN AS FROM
WOMEN?

(Extracts from a speech delivered at

the Conference of the British
Dominions \\ oman Suffrage
Union, London, June, iq«B,
by l)r. Edward Beadon
Turner, E.R.C.S., Chairman
of Representative Body, Bri-
tish Medical Association; Chair-
man of Medical Committee, Na-
tional Council for Combating
Venereal Disease; Member of Ad-
visory Board to Ministry of Na-
tional Service).

1 presume that you have asked me
to speak to you on this subject be-
cause 1 am a physician, and 1 am
going to give the view of a doctor in
the matter. 1 shall also touch on
the point of view of a man of the
world who has been intimately mixed
up with young men, and who has
taken a great interest in these sub-
jects for a long time.

1 will begin at once by telling you
th.it it is absolutely reasonable and
possible to expect the same moral
standard from men as from women.
Of this 1 am certain. 1 am sure that
it is quite possible that both sexes
should attain the same ideal standard.
1 have never known any healthy man,
an absolutely healthy man, go wrong
in health because he has lived a per-
fectly dean life.

Some of you may have known me '

who have been in hard training for
some athletic contest for six months
or more, during which time they have
kept their bodies in temperance,
soberness, and chastity. They are not
broken-down men by any means, but
come out of training in the pink of
health and condition. Therefore, if
they can live a pure life for six
months, there is no rq»ison why they
should not do so indefinitely.

There are some persons to whom
this does not apply. I have known a
very few men who have practically
been almost sexually insane, and the
results have been disastrous; but it is
an extremely small minority in which
this obtains Such conditions are
abnormal, and do not affect the great
mass of ordinary men.

Perhaps, on the whole, it may be
rather more difficult for men to keep
straight than for women for various
reasons. Ido not think, however,
that there is really a very great dif-
ference in this matter between the two
sexes. I presume that in speaking of
an equal standard for men as for wo-
men, you are expecting that the stand-
ard for men shall be at least as high
as that for women. If you mean to
approximate the two standards by
degrading that of woman to the level
of that of the ordinary man, then I
am “right off it”; but provided your
aim is to raise the man’s standard so
that it shall be the same, then I am
entirely with you.

If it be possible these things should
be altered, both men and women
should demand equal morality the one
of the other. How are you going to
set about it.’' It will take generations
to accomplish, for it is hard to eradi-
cate that which is bred in the bone.
Legislation is of no use. If every
woman had every vote in the world
you could not accomplish it by any
law that might be passed. Unless
caught in the act, it is impossible to
prove that a man is immoral. There
is no physical change in him, as in a
woman. But though law can do
nothing, I believe that the solution
lies entirely in your own hands. But
you must begin at the very beginning.
You must begin with the mother, who
must take her sons and teach them;
discuss with them these matters; dis-
cuss them healthily and cleanly, re-
verently and devoutly, teaching them
to reverence both themselves and the
other sex. Then you must alter the
sentiments of an enormous number of
women towards immoral men a man
who is notoriously immoral should not
Ik* allowed to be the honoured guest
in any drawing-room—and you have
finally to convince the mothers in this
Kingdom, and the Empire, and also
an exceedingly large proportion of
their daughters, that chocolates, dia-
monds, furs, and motor-cars are not
the “be-all and the end-all” here, and
that a coroneted millionaire with a
lurid past and a dozen discarded mis-
tresses is by no means the most fitting
mate for a pure young girl, and that
she probably would be much better
with a clean young man as a husband,
w’ho may have his way to mnke in the
world

Correspondence.
(The Editor is not responsible for

opinions expressed by correspond-
ents.)

THE POOR AND NEEDY.
(To the Editor.)

Mad.im,—The war and the epidemic
have opened our eyes to a lot of
things. But thev have shown most
that our social methods require a lot
of altering. The general conditions
of “the poor and needy” are a blot
on our common-sense and moral pro-
fessions.

It does seem to me most unjust that
because a child is born of certain
parents, he should be penalised.

We all profess to believe that we
are the children of the Creator, and
to exemplify our profession we should
at least try to see that all children
born get fair treatment.

We arc all failures, and because a
child is born of parents who are also
financial failures, it is not his fault,
and he should not be penalised.

Which preludes that, I consider
that we should humanise our treatment
of all the ag-°d, invalid, widows and
children. It is a dr°adful thing to
know that because of “red-tape regu-
lations” certain aged infirm must die
paupers. It is dreadful also to think
that invalids and widows should he •

punished for being invalids or widows.
It is distressing to think that child-

ren should have their lives warped
because they hap’x ned to be born of
certain parents.

The aged, infirm and widows should
have a sufficient j ension. Everything
the children need should be guaran-
teed by the State, and provided.
Those who are financial failures should
be helmed by a paternal public on
scientific self-help lines, by granting
them th<* use of our collective credit.
As Wolff puts it, “the poor are poor
because they get no credit, and they
get no credit because they are poor.”

The land should be “humanised”
so that no man could withhold the land
from the poor, and no man could
hold more land than he really needed
or worked properly.

Of course, any scheme for the im-
proving of the conditions of the poor
and needy, or anybody °lse, would be
greatly hampered if not mad'' ineffec-
tive without Prohibition. Those who
do not believe in Prohibition should
read the “Ten Commandments” and
see how many of them are not pro-
hibitory. We talk of a League of Na-
tions to keep the peace. But how
can any oeace be built up on a sub-
stratum of undeserved poverty,
and how can anv man be
self respecting and a lover of peace
who is not a free man, and how can
any man be a free man who has not
an inalienable right to a portion of
Clod’s earth, and what impulse has a
m »n to go to war when he is hanpv
enough in his own olace? —T am. etc.,

S \M. A. BROWNE.
Clevcdon, Auckland,
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