
A HOME FOR THE HOMELESS.

Tli*' Auckland i’s found themselves
without a place of meeting. The
Mothers' l nion came to their help,
and secured a headquarters. So now
White Ribboners have a home in the
lovely Northern l the ( ornith of
the South.

Th** rooms are situated at the <i-

ner of Wellesley and Lome Street*.
The new Post Office is being built on
the opposite «orner. Ihe room is
large, well-lit, and has a most liomHx
appearance. The furniture is all
paid for. I'pon the walls are some
fine pictures. A piano was given by
one member, while another friend has
installed the telephone for one year.
Th** White Ribbon bow, painted upon
the window, catches the eye of the
passer-by. Our Kditor was enter-
tained there by the Kxecutive to
morning tea, and tan bear personal
testimony to the warm welcome given
and to the home like feeling a travel
ling White Kibboner lias when she*
enters its prc< in* ts.

MY SISTER'S KEEPER.

M) life flowed lik** a tranquil stream ;

Around my thoughts 1 reared a wall ;

Karth’s woe* slipped bv me as a
dream,

Ami moved me not .it all.
Hut that was yesterday. To-day

I hear strange voices in the air ;
They follow nv**, and seem to say

Hard things 1 cannot bear,

I hear strange voices in the air!
My house of cards about ine falls!

I stand amazed ; now here, now the re,
Sound low insistent c alls.

And the dusk ,mcl through
the day

1 meet a rmrnd burning exes,
That challenge me to conn* away

From mx dear paia is<*.

And all around, from m ir, from far,
Dark tales of terror come to me;

They pric k me wide awake, thrv mar
My life’s serenity.

Am 1 mx sister’s keeper I ?

Ve*s, that in very truth thou art !
l ift up thx face to (iod’s with* Ax,

And open wide thy heart!
For know, these voices xxhi«h awake

Thx soul to yearnings after good,
Tb**v summon flue to rise* and t.ikr

Thy perfect womanhood.
lsobel MacDonald

WOMEN AND WAR.

LKCTURK BV MRS KINETON
PARKKS.

Mrs Parkes was Secretary of the
Women’s Kmergency Corps She
tells from first-hand e*|K*rien«e the
story of how these women organised
to meet every emergency that arose
as the result of the war. As the story
was unfolded by the lecturer, and ap-
parently insurmountable difficulties
were met and solved, one ceased to
regard the waving of a fairy’s wand
as something belonging only to the
r*alm of fiction. These marvellous
doings were sober facts. They hap-
pened yesterday, and were happening
to clay. By the hundred thousand
women ‘Mitering fresh avenues of em-
ployment. How was it done? The
Women’s Kmergency Corps, following
the lead of well-known actresses, be-
gan quietly enrolling women, and
finding out what work needed doing,
and just as men were recruited and
diafted into th'* Army, so women were
either drafted into various positions
for which they were fitted, or support*
cd while they were being made tit for
xxork that supplied the social nerds
hat arose continually out of th** war.

Whether that work was the making of
munitions, distributing bills, taking
care of children, or meeting refugees
unable to s|K*ak Knglish, there were
the women numbered and classified,
ready to do the work required. Re-
flecting on this xxonderful story, one
realises what destitution, misery, and
perhaps even degradation, wer** avert-
ed bx this timely help rendered bx the
women to the women themselves an !

to the 1 nation at large, and when th**
story is fully told it will be* a record
of use fulness, heroism, and adventure
as thrilling as many a story of the
battlefield. Let us hope that from
this the teaching of history, instead of
being a record of w.irs and dynasties,
xxill Iv* a record of what concerns the*
lives and well-being of the peoples
themselves. In concluding the lec-
ture, Mrs Parkes said that women had
borne a full share in the work, the
dangers, the losses and sorrows, and
even the honours incident to* the war,
but in one* thing only thex declined to
take a share, namely, the responsi-
bility. Not in any one nation en-
gaged in the xvar did women have any
part in bringing it about. Women
suffered too much in producing
life to engage lightly in tak
ing life, and, turning to

the M.P.’s on the platform, the lec-
turer made an earnest .qqieal to men
to allow women io help them when this
xxork of destrue *i«*ii xx.is over, in re-
constructing the* world on a better
basis.

ART UNIONS.

The following forms part of an ad-
dress given by Miss Outram, Acting-
Superintendcnt of the* West Knd Sun-
day School, to the children. The
Rev. 11. (». lilac kburne says; “As
Vicar, I wish to thank her for her
outspoken remarks, and to say that it
is my conviction that if ail those who
f‘*cl strongly on this subject would
have the courage of their convictions,
and take a firm stand on ih matter,
as she has done, it would go » long
way towards checking this cv’i.”

There is one thing I xxish io speak
to you about this afternoon. V*u all
know that an e ffort is being made to
raise a large sum of money for our
sic k and wounded soldiers, and we can
never gi\e them too much. Hut lam
sorry to sec that a very large part of
that money is to be raised by an Art
Union. Noxv, Art Unions and raffles
are gambling, just as much as the
totalisator, and more dangerous, as
so many children and young people
are asked to take part in them. 1
want to ask you, as Christian child-
ren, and members of the West Knd
Sunday School, to uphold your Chris-
tian principles and the honour of
your school, and not to buy any Art
1 nion tickets. By all means give;
give as much as you can to help our
soldiers. I‘hey are worth it all. We
must always remember a soldiei’s life
is a life of sacrifice, from the time he
sacrifices his home, parents, wife,
children, and all he holds most dear, to
go into camp, till he gets to the
1* ront, and in many c ase's sac rifices
his lift*, and certainlx very often hi-
health and limbs. It is these latter
men we are asked to help. When wc*
remember this, cannot wo give* some-
thing to help th**m, without expecting
anything in return? Or art we going
to sax, “I xx ill not help our soldiers
unless | stand a chance of winning
something for myself in an Art
l nion.” Wc should remember our
Lord’s words, “It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” Once more,
let me ask you to have nothing what-
ever to do with gambling, and don’t
buy any Art Union tickets.
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