
tors <n the name of the citizens of
New Zealand, and paid some graceful
compliments to Canada and to the
C.iqadian “boys.”

Pressing civic business then com-
pelled Jum to withdraw, and his place
wav t.iken by Rev. R. S. (iray, who
>aid lie w ished, on behalf of the Ex-
iccuttve of the Alliance, to explain
briefly the reasons for accepting the
National Efficien y Hoard’s proposals
re the Liquor Traffic. The Govcrn-
ment, he said, had been greatly prais-

t ed for their w isdom in selecting these
business. men of such standing,
though, after their report rame out,
these very men were branded as
“wowsers ’’ The Efficiency Board
appealed o men that the Prohibition
party had never been able to touch,
and their appeal came at the psycholo-
gical mom *nt, v.hen every Government
in the world was dealing with the
Liquor Traffic. Russia, for instance,
had been able to mobilise her armies
far more quickly than the Central
Powers had expected, because every
man was sober. A strong rase could
be made out against the “Trade.”
When the Home leaders were in great
anxiety over the submarine menace
and appealed to the people to ration
themselves, so as to conserve the
rapidly diminishing food supplies, the
Liquor Trade was destroying, every
week day, th*' equivalent of seven mil-
lion rations, while all that the sub-
marines were destroying was seveo
millions in a week. The navy ant’
the mine sweepers were guarding a
great drink Hp et that was bringing
into England not soldiers, but food to
be destroyed by the brewers, whose
profits were increased by Soo to qo°
per cent. The Italian debacle had
been caused by hunger, and when Bri-
tain was asked to help with food, the
answer was that she could do nothing,
though there was still plenty of food-
stuffs available for the brewers to de-
stroy. In our own Dominion, i*
Dunedin, beer had right of way on the
railways, though ploughs had -to be
refused. The Trade had such power
at Home that it seemed impossible for
the Government to tackle the Drink
Question successfully, but we should
put a ‘top to k here before it attained
to such huge dimensions. Why, he
ask°d, did we adopt the Efficiency
Board’s proposal, involving compensa-
tion, against which the Prohibition
party had always taken so firm a
stand, denying the right of the Trade
to compensation on any ground what-

ever? These business men showed
that because of the four years’ delay
in making National Prohibition o n ia-

tive, even after being carried, there
would be a loss to the country <>f

not to sj>cak of the moral
wreckage and wastage; and the Tem-
perance leaders dared not take the
responsibility of refusing a propos d
that made it possible, by the expendi-
ture of four and a half millions, to
sweep away the whole 'Traffic immedi-
ately and for ever; for it was under-
stood that the Effirien v Board had in
their minds decision for a bar?
majority, to be immediately operative.
Because they were patrir.ts, the Prohi-
bitionists dared not put even that
principle for which thev had stood up
so long against the good of the coun-
try. Therefore, after long considera-
tion, they commended the proposal of
the Efficiency Board as being in the
best interests of the nation, and were
prepared to tell the Liquor party to
take their blood money and dear out.

Mr George Bed. M.P. for Victoria,
in British Columbia Legislature, and
/or six years President of the
Y.M C.A., then addressed the meet-
ing. After saying a hearty “Thank

< ou” tor the kindness already shown
to him and his colle igues, and reti-
ring to the splendid landsc ipe, di-
mate, and people of the Dominion, he
went on to tell die story of Prohibition
in Canada. He described how for
long they had had Local Option, and
district after district went dry, but no
district had jurisdiction over its neigh-
bour. So after the outbreak of the
war five Orders-in Council were pass-
ed, stopping the use of grain for dis-
tilling or malting, and making it il-
legal, after April Ist of this year, for
intoxicating drinks to be imported,
manufactured, sold, or carried from
one province to another. Only in th *

province of Quebec was this regula-
tion not yet in force, but after May
Ist, 1919, the whole Dominion of
Canada would be “dry.” Similarly
it was only a matter of a few months
before the t’nited States would have
declared for National Prohibition; 12

out of the 4<) States had already voted
unanimously for it. and when three-
quarters had deeded for Prohibition,
it came into force automatically
throughout this vast country.

Passing on to th< reasons for this
decision against the Traffic, he said
that though he did not personally be-
lieve in living out the moral and
social and spiritual aspects of the

question, yet he was going to confine
himself to the financial. The Domin-
ion had been getting annually 19 mil-
lion dollars as revenue from the
Trade, and it was spending 215 mil-
lions directly and indirectly as th°
result of its accursed work. Would
not any one in his personal business
“quit ’ under such circumstances ?

The Lnit"d States were ‘pending two
and a half billions of dollars annually,
and in return received 45,000 dead
babies, 100,000 orphans, 100,000
criminals, 100,000 cases of insanity,
65,000 suicides, and 75.000 buried in
drunkards’ graves. Every day, in the
Lnited States, the Liquor Traffic had
been practically sinking a “Titanic,”
with its 1500 victims.

The speaker dealt next with the
question, Does Prohibition work? He
brought forward varied and convirn ,ng
evid' nce to ‘how that everywhere that
Prohibition had been tried, the results
had been good. He had a letter from
the Premier of Saskatchewan declar-
ing th'' benefits arising were beyond
dispute. In that province, as also in
Manitoba and British Columbia, gaols
had been closed. Outside Regina
was a large penitentiary, and t.hii year
there were so few occupants that men
had to be hired to do the work, con-
nected with the grow ing of vegetables,
which in previous years h id all been
done by the prisoners. In British
Columbia, when Prohibition first was
adopted, Government liquor stores had
been opened, but before long the
people voted them out by a majority
of 0 to 1.

It was often ‘tated that Prohibition
ruined a place. The facts proved the
reverse. A striking illustration was
afforded by Kansas and Missouri, ad-
joining States, with but an imaginary
line dividing them, of which Missouri
had the advantage in natural re-
sources Yet the ass°ssed value
property in Kansas, that had had
hibition for 30 years, was 1750 dollars
per hca 1, as against 300 dollars in
Missouri, the “wet” State. Kansas
had the lowest dcath-ra.e in the world,
»nd ascription was useless there, for
all having volunteer'd, there were
none left to conscript. Out of 800
newspapers in Kansas, only eight
would insert a liquor advertisement.
There were no bad results cither to
employer or employee. One sawmill
proprietor, talking to him on the sub-
ject, said: “It’s a godsend, for wc
can itart our mill now on a Monday
morning.” Even hotel property had
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