
IT HAS ITS GOOD POINTS.

Many critical eyes arc in these days
turned on the education system of
New Zealand; and much denunciatory
ink has been expended on its short-
comings. Many of these criticisms
have been justified, many have been
exaggerated, and not a few have been
unfair. In our youthful days we were
often exhorted to “count our bless-
ings,” and the counsel is one that
may well be heeded at this time and
in this connection. Statements have
been made over names that should
command respect that would almost
lead those who do not know the facts
to suppose that to send a child to
school would be to condemn him to
physical ill-health and mental stagna-
tion. This kind of talk, though it
serves a certain useful purpose, is
often one-sidp d and unfair. It is
true that not all the children of New
Zealand comply with the prescription
of the poet’s fancy “Iron-jointed,
supple-sinew’d, they shall dive and
they shall run,” but a great many of
them do so, and more will do so when
the work of properly co-ordinated Kdu-
cation and Health Departments has
had time to show its results. When
the people of New Zealand convince
the Government that they are in ear-
nest about the welfare of the children
and of th*' State, the Government will
begin to “sit up and take notice,” but
let us not, in our eagerness for a bet-
ter future, be unjust to the present or
forgetful of the past.

New Zealand has much to be thank-
ful for in its education system. When
it was designed it was probably the
best that up to that time the world
had known. Since then other nations
have made far greater progress than
we have, so that we have lost our
position of pre-eminence; but that is
not to say our system is a failure. It
is very far from that. Though it
has relatively fallen out of the front
rank ; it has actually made very con-
siderable progress, and has achiev°d
great success. Particularly«is this
the case in regard to the unifying and
consolidating the spirit of the people
of the Dominion. With few excep-
tions, the whole of the Dominion’s
youth has passed through the Domin-
ion’s schools. All classes have met
in the same class-rooms, joined in the
same games, shared in the same les-
sons, and competed for the same
prizes. When school days have end-
ed, they have, speaking generally, en-
gaged in the same employments and

recreations, and have thus, from youth
to maturity, grown up together in
“unity of spirit and the bond of
peace,” and, let it be added, in a very
large measure of “righteousness of
life” also. Hence the happy freedom
our country has known from the class
distinctions and sectarian dissensions
that have marred the lives of multi-
tudes in the older countries. This
freedom has been the result of the
fusion of classes, the softening of ani-
mosities, and the growth of mutual
understanding and good-will so abund-
antly manifest in the manner of New
Zealand’s response to the 'all of war.

The national unity that has been
founded in the schools has stood the
challenge of fate, and has been proved
true both by our men in the field and
by our women at home. There is the
same co-operation among the patriotic
women-workers at home as there is
among the fighting forces in the field.
As in the school the scholarship win-
ners, so in the field the leaders of
men, have come from all sorts and
conditions of homes, —they are alike
the product of the national system of
education. Truly, we have much to
be thankful for, and much more to be
hopeful for. What has been done is
only-a beginning. We have to con-
vince a stick-in-the-mud Governm°nt
that we must not stand on our
achievements,— we must go forward.
Our national spirit has on the whole
stood the tests of the past with
honour. Will it equally well stand
the severer t‘*sis of ihe future? Not
without cultivation, not without direc-
tion, not without instruction in the
eternal principles of justice, mercy,
and truth, which, when all it said, is
what is meant !»'• the word education.
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HOT LAKES OF NEW ZEALAND

Brent’s
BATHGATE HOUSE,

ROTORUA.
Beinf & FIRST-CLASS TEMPER-

ANCE HOTEL, is replete with every
comfort. It is adjacent to the Sana-
torium, and thus affords special
facilities for the Baths.

Tanas
Modtrata.

ff T. B3ENT,
Proprietor

N.Z. W.e.T.U.

List of Literature
NOW IN STOCK.

DEPARTMENTAL LITERATURE
CAN BE OBTAINED FROM—

Purity: Mrs Moulder, Wellington
Maori: Mrs Walker, Fox St., Gil-

borne.
L.T.L. and Cradle Roll: Mrs Neal,

Recent Street, Pahiatua
Scientific Temperance: Miss Helyer,

Tonks Grove, Wellington
Medical Temperance: Mrs Neal, Re-

cent Street, Pahiatua

BOOKLETS AND LEAFLETS
Mrs Webb’s "W.C.T.U.," 6d per dor
Membership Pledge Cards, 6d per

dor.
N.Z Constitutions, 3d each
The Fiddlers (by Arthur Mee), 6d each
W.C.T.U. Envelopes, 25 for 6d
Song Leaflet, “All Round the World,"

is 3d per 100
W.C.T.U. Writing Pads, is each.

PURITY.
“A Man’s Question," is fid per doz.
“The Maiden Tribute to the Modern

Mars," 3s per 100.
“Purity Advocate," quarterly, 6d per

annum
"Letter for Soldiers," 4d per dox.;

2s fid per 100
"Confidential Talks to Young Men,"

and "Young Women," is 6d
"A Holv Temple," "The Vestibule 0*

Girl Life," "Bob’s Mother," "A
Mother’s Love," "An Appeal to
Mothers, 2d each, or is 6d dox.

"Stand Up, Ye Dead," 4s fid
“The Story of Life," 8d and is 3d“Maternity Without Suffering," 3s gd
“Almost a Man," "Almost a Woman,"

is 3d each
"W’hat a Young Girl Ought to

Know," 5s
"W’hat a Young Boy Ought to

Know," 55

"White Ribbon Hymn Books," with
music, 3s.

"White Ribbon Hymn Books," words
only, is 6d per dox.

Pledge Books for Non-Members, 6d
each

W.C.T.U. Badges (silver) can be
obtained from Mrs Houider, is 3deach, 15s doz. No more enamel
badges until after the war.

Will friends please note advancing
prices, owing to increased printing
charges, and send stamps or postal
note with their order? The prices
quoted include postage in every case.

MRS HOULDER,
lot, WALLACE ST., WELLINGTftM,


