
INTERVIEW WITH A DISTIN-
GUISHED SUFFRAGE WORKER.

We have been privileg'd to huvr an
interview with Mrs Kinrton Farkfs,
one of the hne band of women who
have been hghting for the Suffrage in
the Old Land. Mrs Parkes was a
member of the Women Writer*’ Suf-
frage *s<h lety, of the Churrh League
for Woman’s Suffrage, and also of
the Women’s Freedom League.

The subject in England is so vast
that different workers were told off
to different branches of the work, to
the social, financial, medical, and
other aspects of the question. This
led to the women specialising in dif-
ferent subjects, and Mrs Parkes was
a specialist on taxation. There were
active retnten to the law—the mili-
tants—and there were also passive
resisters, and to the latter branch Mrs
Parkes belonged, and founded “The
Women's Tax Resistance League."
Thev refused to pay taxes on the
constitutional ground, admitted by the
r.overnmcnt themselves, that there
»houlu be "no taxation without repre-
sentation.' I he attempt to*vioi.te
this principle of sound government by
the statesmen of George 11l ’s day
cost England her American colonies.
The attempt to violate it in our own
time drove hundreds of hne women to
become Tax Resisters. These ladies
were therefore Constitutional Mili-
tants. On the outbreak of war vhese
passive resisters, by a majority vote,
derided to pav taxes, and so come to
the aid of the nation, and putting
aside all propaganda work, to devote
themselves to war work for men and
women.

These suffrage societies were mag-
nificent!) organised, and there is no
finer story than the one which tells
how they threw the whole strength of
their splendid organisation into Na-
tional Wat Service.

Mrs Rineton Parkes being trained
in Suffrage work, and a specialist on
its financial side, she was chosen to
take charge of the finances of the
Women’s Kmergency Corps (the
largest war organisation in London),,
and eventually bee ame its secretary.
To hear this lady speak upon the
F.mergency Corps and its wonderful
work is like listening to a chapter
from the "Arabian lights." How
they met and grappled with a diffi-
cult situation Mrs Parkes told in her
own charming manner. Our visitor

intends to lecture upon this subject,
and our readers will have the oppor-
tunity of hearing this most fasc mat-
ing story.

The first work to be done, and
which really called the Emergency
Corps into being, w i-> to deal with un-
employment among women. At the
outbreak of war many firms, for the
sake of retrenchment, gave their fe-
male assistants a week’s notice, and
these girls came to the Women’s
F.mergency Corps to find them work.
They sprang into the breach; on the
one hand were people wanting help,
and on the other people able and
willing to give it; and this organisa-
tion brought them into touch with
each other. Women lent houses to
be converted into homes and hospitals
for wounded soldiers; they lent their
motor cars to aid in the work;
women who could speak several lan-
guages went to the railway station to
meet refugees from the Conti.*";!.
Any woman wanting to do war work
was sent to the Kmergency Corps,
whose business it was to suit her
capabilities to the work most urgently
needed. They started industries,
such as toy-making, to provide em
ploymcnt for women requiring it, and
by their advice other women started
to train for special services, and this
foresight on their par. provided skilled
workers as time wr.it on.

Many instances could be given of
the work done, by Suffrage l nions
and workers all over Kngland. The
Actresses' Franchise League collected
the money to establish the Star and
Carter Hospital, and the Women’s
F.mergency Corps also owed its origin
to their initiative At the head of
the Military Hospital in London the
Government have placed two leading
suffragette doctors.

The National I'mor. for Woman's
suffrage, the oldest Woman s Suffrage
Society in the world, has organised a
great deal of invaluable war work.
Their Edinburgh branch inaugurated
the Scottish Women’s Hospitals,
which did su< v

. fine servic e of which
mention has oeen made in our
columns before. Their London
branch has on'* of the most efficient
employment agencies in the country.
The stoiv Mrs Parkes has to tell is

a thrilling one. To use her own
words, thex "have had the war at
their back door" all the time, while
we have reviewed it from afar.

White Kibboners who take the op-
portunity of hearing Mrs Parkes’

lecture will be brought into close
touch with the atmosphere breached
by our women workers who are in
close touch with the trenches.

CIGARETTE PAPER.

A writer in "Harper’s Weekly"
says: "Cigarettes are not merely rolls
of tobacco. They are not drugged
with expensive |M>isons as is charged,
but they have a peculiarity. The
combination of burning paper and to-
bacco m.ekes a compound which is
neither tobacco smoke nor paper
smoke, but has a name which che-
mists know and a smell which every-
body knows. There is not much of
the new compound, but in what there
is of it lies the idiosyncrasy of the
cigarette. Thomas Edison may be
sup|>osed to know what he is talking
about when he says:

" 'Acrolein is one of the most ter-
rible drugs in its effects on the hu-
nt »n body. The burning of ordinary
c’garette paper always produces acro-
lein. That is what makes the smoke
so irritating. I really believe that it
often makes boys insane. We some-
times develop acrolein in this tabora-
ton in our experiments with glycerine.
One whiff of it from the oven drove
one of my assistants out of the build-
ing the other day. I can hardly
exaggerate the dangerous nature of
acrolein, and yet that is what a boy
or man is dealing with every time he
smokes an ordinary cigarette.’"

TREASURER'S REPORT.

The following payments have been
received since last report: —

ORGANISING FIND.
Palmerston North. /io 2s; Napier,

i‘6 Ns; North-Fast Valiev, Dunedin,
£a Normanby, £2 ; Pahiatua, £i
its; |)evon|M>rt £\ ios; Waipukurau,
£\ Ns; Kdendale, Hastings, Sawyer’s
Bav, and I’renui. £\ each; Morrins-
ville, ios; Richmond, qs hd ; Kai*
korai, Total, £44 Ns 6d. Ex-
penditure for month. £q • * 7d.

STRENGTH OF THF NATION
FUND.

Otaut tu, £i.
WORLD S MISSIONARY FUND
Waipukurau, £2 ; Pahiatua, £.l 2s.

NEW ZEALAND FUND.
Hastings. /1 : Pahiatua. 10s fid.

NELLIE BF.NDELY,
N.Z. Treasurer.

Auckland, 4th February, iqiß.
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