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TEMPERANCE l\ REGARD TO
THE WAR.

(First Prize Essay, by Lilian
Jennings.)

England is lighting a righteous war
in protection of a weaker country
against the oppression of Germany
and her allies. (iermany, as well as
(ireat Britain, signed the treaty to
protect Belgium against the stronger
countries, and she herself (Germany)
raided her. Our Empire stands true
to her pledge. It is a terrible strug-
gle, in which she is involved ; in fact,
this is the greatest war recorded in
history, and the Empire will need our
best heli>, both individually and as a
Dominion, if we would help to tide Her
over the inevitable crisis.

If we give our best help to her, we
will give our most efficient soldiers,
and our women, too, must be trained
competently to act as nurses, besides
t.iking the places of many of the men
during their absence.

Our most efficient soldiers are. those
who are healthiest, both mentally and
physically. The healthiest men are
usually those living in the healthiest
localities and consuming the healthiest
foods and drinks. These are the
type of soldier who resist disease.

Kitchener has said that alcohol is
man's worst enemy, and in some of
his speeches declared that drink is
doing more harm than all the German
submarines, and that any Government
that touched alcohol burnt its fingers
in its lurid flame.

Admiral Jellicoe said: ‘‘lt is every-
one’s yxperience that total abstinence
is necessary for the highest effi-
ciency.”

In spite of these confident assertions
by such capable men, many of the
public think that it is only heavy
drinking which harms, and that
moderate drinking increases efficiency
and increases muscular strength and
powers of endurance. Happily, how-
ever, experiments coincide with our
statesmen, and prove that alcohol les-
sens efficiency and lowers vitality, thus
opening the door to disease.

Besides our soldiers must have their
senses clear to perform their duties.
That is why the Nubian Government
prohibited the sale and consumption

of vodka. Kmg George has set u> .1

good example b> prohibiting the U'-e

of alcoholic be \erages in his house-
hold during the war.

If we realh wish to help to rid
oui countiy of this drink evil we will
train our children to »ec its evil effects
and abstain from it themselves, and
those of us who are older can help by
voting for early < losing of hotels, dry
canteens, and Prohibition.

Many people think that if Prohibi-
tion were carried many people would
be thrown out of employment. Now,
there arc about eight thousand people
employed in hotels in New Zealand.
If the hotels were closed the waiters,
cooks, and generals would all be re-
quired as at the present time. This
would only leave about or>e and a half
thousand thrown out of employment,
and better times under Prohibition
would find employment for about six
thousand extra. This would be an in-
estimable advantage to the country.
On the contrary, supposing all the
eight thousand were thrown out of em-
ployment, should we demoralise eight
hundred and fifty thousand for their
sake? That alcohol is the cause of
most of our insanity, poverty and
crime is proved by the fact that the
prison commissioners reported that
95 cent, of the people who
went to prison in 1911 were of intem-
perate habits.

The late Lord Roberts said: “Treat-
ing soldiers to drink is injurious to
them, and prejudicial to our chances
of victory.”

Are we going to be demoralised,
have unhappy homes and lose this war.
or arc* we going to grow strong, and
noble, and win it?

At the International Congress on
Tuberculosis in I’nited States in 1905,
it was resolved to combine the struggle
against alcohol with that against
tubercolosis. It is stated that at the
General Hospital, Boston, alcohol as
a medicine has declined seventy per
cent, during three years.

It is stated that most of the strik-
ers of the present time are drinkers,
who spend all their earnings at the
public houses, and so have nothing to
lose. They seriously disturb the peace
and welfare of the country.

A band of Scottish soldiers when
marching through the snow over
Europe last winter thought, when they
camped for the night, that some
whisky would keep them warm. Some
of them drank a lot, some only a little,

and the* remainder none at all. In
tilt* m< riling those who had drank
heavih were dead, those who had
drank a little, were feeling wi\ bad,
and those wlu» had drank none were
all right. It has been ascertained
that those of the soldiers in the trench-
es who were given rum were the* most
bad y f ost bitten.

A wounded soldier who has had
drink does not recover nearly so
(|iii< kly as a teetotaller.

God end war! But when brute war
is ended

Vet shall there be many a noble
soldier.

Many a noble* battle worth the win-
ning.

Manv a hopeless battle worth the
losing.

Life is battle.
Life is battle even to the sunset.

I

Yes ! to this thought l hold with firm
persistent e;

The last result of wisdom stamps it
true,

He only earns his freedom and exist-
ence

Who daily conquers them anew.
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Auhburton. Ist Tuesday, 2.45 p.m.. in Barm
Rquare Schoolroom; Pres., Mra W. K. NVataon, Box
87; See, Mies Trevurza,l69 Peter Street: Asst.
Sec., Mia* A. C. Watson. H4, Cameron Bt.; Trear
Mrs W.T I ill. WHlowby; Ahat. Treas

, Mm J
H. Dent, Wills Bt.; “ W.R." Supt., Miaa Butterick,
Wirkanui.

Auckland Diatrict, 2nd A 4th Wednesday, 2. 8
p.rn. Central Mission Hsll, Albert St.; Pres., Mrs
Cook, Point St., Mt. F.den; Cor. Sec.. Miss N.
Dewar. Poinpalier Terr.;Ponsonby; Rec. Pee., Mra
J. W. Taylor. Sentinel Rd.. Pooaony; Treaa., Mrs
MrLean, Princepts St. OreyLynn; Org. Treas. Mias
Dewar. 4 Pompalier Ter. Ponsonby : "W.R." Agen t
Mrs Nelson, Fxplanade Road, F.den.

Blenheim District, Ist Tuesday. 8 p.m.; Pres.
Mrs A. Jackson ; Sec., Mra D. P. Pinelair. Box 27 ;

Treas., Mrs Hay, Stephenson St.; Mothers' Meeting
and Cradle Roll, Meadamea Br/wer and Hancock ;

W.R." Agent, Mrs W. Parker, Grove Rd.

Cambridge, first Tuesday in month, in Victoria
Hall, at 8 p.m.; Pree.. Mra F,. James; Sec..
Mra A. Wallace, Weld Street; Treaa. Mra C. H.
Rycroft; Cradle Roll. Mra Reeves; W.R. Agent,
Mra A. T. Watson

Christchurch Diatrict. Boom*, Manchester St.,
opp. Hie Majeaty's Theatre. Second and fourth Wed-
nesday; Pres., Mra I. McCombs, 26- Tui Street,
Fendalton; Cor. Ber.. Mra R. Day. Miiford St., St.
Albana; Rec. Sec. Mra R. D. Martin. 672. Gloucester
Street; Treaa., Mrs Petterson. Latimer Bquare;
•* W.R.’ Supt.. Mra Williams 21, Philip St., Linwood.

Dannevlrke, 2nd Wednesday, Weeleyan
Schoolroom, 8 p.m.; Pres., Mrs W. F. Knight,
Tahoraiti; Sec.. Mra Wiaeman, High Bt.; Treaa.,
Miaa Burdett, The Manse.

Dunedin Diatriot, let Tuesday, No license Rooms,
Moray Place. 8 p.m.; Pres., Mra Hiett. 72, Heriot
Row . Cor. Sec., and Press Cor., Mia Macartney,
156, F.glinton Road. Mornington; Rec. Bee., Mis#
Roseveare, Castle Street . Bupt. Wbitb Ribbob. Mra
Anderson, 82, Duke St; Trees., Miaa Reid, Biabepa-
court, P.oalyn,


