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WET CANTEENS.

We have always realised that “a
thing is never settled till it’s settled
right.” Lately we have had to ad-
mit that even after that right settle-
ment is made, there are folk who will
attempt to get it upset. When the
Defence Act became law and abolish-
ed the wet canteen, all right-thinking
people thought the matter was settled
finally and rightly. Temptation was
to be banished from the camps where
our young men were to have their
homes for a week or two each year.
Hut times have changed; the grim re
ality of war is upon us, and the oc< a-
sional camp of the Territorial has been
overshadowed by the great permanent
training camps like Trentham and
Rangiotu. Once again the section of
the community who value the vest' d
interests of the brewer more than the
physical well-being of our boys, are
agitating for the wet canteen in the
camps.

We are told th*it the wet canteen ex-
ists in the Hritish camps. Hut there
is one fact we should never overlook
when comparing Kngland with our
own fair land, and that is, that in
Kngland the mothers have no vote.
Men study large vested interests and
hesitate to oppose them, but mothers
say no vested interest is worth con-
sider*.g if it debases and degrades
our sons. Had Knglish mothers had
the vote for 22 years, we feel sure
there would be no wet canteens in
British camps.

W hen a W.C.T.U. deputation waited
on the Defence Minister at Christ-
church, he told them that personally
he was not in favour of the wet can-

teen, but that he was only one mem-
ber of the Cabinet. Yesterday, !n
replying to a deputation representing
the Methodist Conference, the Pre-
mier said there need be no words on
the subject of the wet canteen. He
h.id been collecting evidence on the
subject, and the bulk of the opinions
are decidedly against the wet canteens
being established. He had even gone
>o far as to ask the military people if
they would prefer a wet canteen to an
alteration in the hours, and they had
replied that they would not have a
wet canteen under any conditions
whatever.

This is in accordance with the
highest military authority everywhere.
Lord Roberts spoke in favour of dry
canteens. He also said: ‘‘Give me
a teetotal army, and I will lead it any-
where.”

In Canada wet canteens were abol-
ished, yet when the Canadians reach-
ed Kngland a wet canteen was placed
in their camp. So indignant were
the Canadian mothers that in the
short spat e of three weeks, in the very
depth of a Canadian winter, they se-
cured over ()2 thousand signatures of
mothers to a petition asking for the
abolition of these wet canteens. The
petition was forwarded to Kngland by
the Premier, who strongly supported
it. In Australia the Federal Govern-
ment has decided that the dry can-
teen be < ontinued. When the agita-
tion was on in Victoria to secure wet
conteens in camps, the newspapers
gave much space to the controversy,
and we quote a paragraph from the
‘Melbourne Age” on the subject:-*-
“Amongst the many arguments

urged in favour of the wet canteen,

only one deserves the least considera-
tion. It is that the consumption of
alcohol in camp can be controlled, and
that if men are supplied with liquor in
moderation in camp they will not in-
dulge in excess elsewhere. Now, it
is a fact that the consumption of alco-
hol in camp can always be regulated;
if the camp is well managed; but the
corollary deduced from thi-> fact Is
quite untenable, and it has been falsi-
fied almost everywhere by experience.
Experience shows that the drinking
minority of soldiers customarily initi-
ates a holiday, where the wet anteen
is in vogue, by visiting the canteen be-
fore leaving the camp. The conse-
quence is, these men, to use a mili-
tary expression, reach the place where
their leave is to be spent “half-
cocked,” and ripe for mischief. I’n-
der the dry canteen system th» y per-
force reach town perfectly sober, and
there is at least a chance of their re-
sisting temptation. But in a half-
cocked condition they have no < hance
at all. They forthwith proceed to be-
come “full-cocked,” and trouble fol-
lows. Since the inauguration of the
dry canteen in Victoria all our most
experienced soldiers recommended its
enforcement there has been little*
cau>e to complain of the conduct of
our soldiers. Many serious scandals
have occurred of late in New South
Wales, but the dry canteen is respon-
sible for none of them, and it is very
probable that they would have been
more numerous and serious under any
other >ystem.

“The War Committee, however,
should not be content merely to dis-
countenance the misguided agitation,
for a wet canteen. The time has



surely come for it, both in the interest
of the soldiers and of the general in-
dustrial community, to formulate
drastic measures for dealing with the
drink evil. Why should Australia
continue to be the one country in ihe
civilised world where soldiers and
(iviliuns are freely encouraged to

drink at all hours of the day and far
into the night? Alcohol does no good
to anybody. It is neither a food nor
an innocent or helpful stimulant. To
most men it is a rank poison, and it
is directly responsible for every mili-
tary disorder that h.is scandalised us
since the war began, and for half the
sot lal maladies that ravage the body
politic. Russia, France, aud Italy
prepared for their life and death
struggle against the Central Powers
by crushing the liquor traffic out 'T
existence, and thereby they strength-
ened their belligerent capacity to an
incalculable degree. Britain was
slow to follow suit, having to combat
a multitude of special vested inter-
ests; but she has never teased light-
ing the plague, and it appears now
that she has it by the throat.
Through (ireater London and -he
neighbouring districts at this moment,
and also in all the other great centres
of population, public-houses are not
allowed to remain open for more than
5l hours per day, and the custom of
‘shouting’ has been constituted a
penal offence. Is it beyond our com-
mon sense to effect a similar instal-
ment of reform throughout the Com-
monwealth? Does any man suppose
th.it it is less essential for Australians
to be preserved from temptations to
intemperance than Fnglishmt*n,
Frenchmen or Russians? Are we
less interested in doing all that is
necessary to conquer tin* enemies of
civilisation than our Allies?”

I)r Mary Booth, of Sydney, in the
course of a statement, which was
made at a meeting of the Women’s
National Movement for stopping the
sale of intoxicants at 6 p.in., said that
1500 men had failed to take their
places in tlx* tiring line at (iallipoli,
and had been forced to stay in Egypt,
mainly through inefficiency caused by
drink and between .',OO and boo sol-
diers had deserted from troopships
in Melbourne.

ALCOHOLIC DEGENERACY.

One of our greatest scientists has
said: —“A great wave of degeneracy
is sweeping the land a degeneracy so
appalling in magnitude that it stag-
gers the mind. What is the cause of
this degeneracy? A hundred differ-
ent intermediate agencies may contri-
bute to the undoing of the race, but
ha< k of them all stands alcohol tin-

ch ief degenerative factor, numbering
more victims than have* been slain in
all the* wars and in all the epidemics
of acute disease th.it have swept the*
country within two hundred years.
The application of modern scientific
methods has reduced the* mortality
from acute diseases, such as typhoid,
yellow fever, and the plague. The
source* and the carriers of these in-
fections have been discovered. By
abolishing the sources and exterminat-
ing the Hy, the mosquito, and the rat,
the average length of life has been in-

creased. With what marked contrast
do we deal with alcohol, that most
potent source and carrier of chronic
disease. Boards of Health, armed
with the police power of the Statt,
eradicate the carriers of typhoid and
quarantine the* victims, but alcohol a
thousand times more destructive to
public health than typhoid fever
continues to destroy. Alcoholic de-
generacy the most important sani-
tary question before the country, and
yet the health authorities do not take
action, as alcohol is entrenched in
politics. We are face to face with
the greatest crisis in our country’s
history. The alcohol question must
be settled within the next ten years,
or some more virile race will write the
epitaph of this country.”

ORGANISING FUND.

The following amounts have been
received for the Organising Fund
during the month of February, 10■6:
Ist, Bluff Union, 10s; Ist, Auck-

land Union. £2 ; 2nd, Invercargill
l'nion, £4 1 os; 2nd, Christchurch
l’nion, £5 ; 3rd, New Plymouth
l’nion, £2 ; 3rd, Otautau (South-
land) Union, £\ 10s; 3rd, Dunedin
Union, £6; 4th. Matakana Union,
fos; sth, South Invercargill Union
(per Miss Henderson), .£1 ns; 7th,
Hastings Union, £1 ; qth, Lyttelton
Union, ic>s.

ALICE R. C. TAYLOR.
Treas., Organising Fund.

Address: Mrs H. R. S. Taylor,
“Coveney,” Balgownie, Wanganui.

ENGLAND'S BOOZE BILL AGAIN.

London, October 9.—A great num-
ber of English financiers are deeply
concerned over the enormous loans
that their country has negotiated and
those that are likely to follow if the
war continues.

These same high brows are sur-
rounded by a condition which makes
the much talked of war loans dwindle
c onsiderable by comparison.

The recent loan of one hundred
million pounds is a mighty big sum of
money. It represents the sacrifice
that England is willing to make to
preserve to posterity its rightful herit-
age.

This sum, which startled the whole
Western Hemisphere, is forced some-
what into the back-ground by statistic s

which tell us that the same England
spends every year one hundred and
sixty million pounds for drink.

And this represents the sacrifice
that England’s posterity is making to
insure to the present brewery barons
their blood money.

In the current number of tne
‘ Edinburgh Review,” its editor esti-
mates that by the time the war end*
the increase of England’s national
debt will not be less than two billion
pounds. This will mean an annual
charge, for interest and sinking fund,
of on»* hundred and ten million
pounds. Harold Cox adds to this
another twenty million pounds for
pensions to disabled soldiers and to
widows and dependents of the fallen,
making a total of one hundred and
thirty million pounds.

It is a monstrous big sum to find
every year, but it is thirty million
pounds less than the amount that she
spends in a year on various forms of
alcoholic swill.

If the same English experts will
come to life and abolish the traffic in
alcoholic poisons as did Russia by
proclamation, she could pay off her
national debt without becoming one
whit poorer.

Indeed, if the optimistic reports are
to be believed, she would be all the
richer for it.‘

England's booze bill makes Eng-
land s war bill blush for shame.—
“W” Republic.”

Difficulties are just things to over-
come after all.—Lieutenant Shackle-
ton.
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OUR RELATIONSHIPS, HUMAN
AND DIVINE.

There is infinite variety of human
type, but we have a common origin.
“(»od created man in His own image.’
Jn his famous speech to the Athenians,
the Apostle Paul reminded his cul-
tured (ireek audience of their common
origin with the barbarian, an idea
they scouted, believing themselves, a*
they did, a privileged class. “He
made of one blood all the nations of
mankind, to dwell upon the face of
the whole e irtb ” What follows is
very significant: “and (He) ordained
to each the appointed seasons of their
existence, and the bounds of their
habitation.” Divorce this statement
from the former, and we shall regard
less privileged and highly organised
races, nations, communities, individu-
als, as fair prey, to be exploited for
our benefit. It is the recognition of
the two-fold statement that has in-
duced a human interest in human
kind, and given rise -to Mass Move-
ments, International Societies,
Brotherhoods, Peace Conferences,
Federation, in place of purely local,
isolated government. But in a
deeper sense than is implied in all
this there is a shouldering of the re-
sponsibility that belongs to privilege.
Hence the missionary cut off from
fellowship with his kind, from what he
once regarded as the necessities of
life; the worker in the slums; the
man or woman who toils and suffers
on behalf of others. And the com-
pulsion of such is not legal. “The
love of Christ constraineth us. . . .

And that He died for all, that they
which live should not henceforth live
unto themselves, but unto Him which
died for them and rose again” (2
Cor. 5:14, 15). “Oh, to grace so
great a debtor.” We say out of a
full heart, with the Apostle, “I am
debtor.” Was this some part of the
Apostles’ discharge of their liabili-
ties? If so, might it not flood some*

life with light, jov, peace, if found in
the succession? Listen: “We are
made a spectacle unto the world, and
to angels, and to men,” “as it were
appointed to death.’ We prove that
we are in the apostolic succession if,
in our fiery ordeals, the world, an-
gels, men, see only in us faithful sol-
diers of the Lord Jesus Christ, true to
the colours, ready for sacrifice as for
service, for loss as for gain. “Are
ye able,” He asks, “to drink of the

cup; be baptised with the baptism”—
Mine? As a mother gazed upon the
mangled form of her beautiful child,
with none* other to take her place, and
she a widow, one comment only es-
caped her lips: “(iod can make no
mistakes.” Not so heavily fell the
blow upon that other mother. With
her it was one, not the chair vacant;
she not a w dow, yet through long
years has she borne a grudge against
Him Who took her darling, and in
bitterness of soul has nursed her
grief. But there is a look in the eye
of the one, a tone in the voice, that
help others in their distress, and bid
them seek her source of comfort.
“Blessed be (iod, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the (iod all comfort,
W ho comforteth us in all our tribula-
tion, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of (iod” (2 Cor. 1 13, 4).
Are you and I, reader, willing and
capable of such ministry, if so ap-
pointed? And the* other poor
mother’ Certainly there is nothing
in the hard eye, metallic voice, stern
manner, to invite the broken-hearted
to sob out their anguish on her
breast. Is ministry such as the for-
mer worth the cost ? W e are not
asked. Our surrender to (iod, our
outward ministry, may involve no
such cost, but should it, let us not
falter, but let others learn through us
what we have learnt in sorrow. “I
know not what awaits me; (iod kindly
veils mine eyes.” And the unveiling
is done by Him, “Our refuge and
strength, a very present help in time
of trouble.” We stand not alone in
presence of our dead; our wreckage of
hope and fortune. And let us re-
member that “He that suffer* most,
hath most to give.” Yea, too, most
to gain, even though for the time be-
ing all seems loss, and life a drawn-
out pain, a sob. “Only one little life
to lose.” Shall we withhold that life
from Him, by W hom it wa redeemed ;

be unwilling, when required, to lay
it down for the brethren? T've
wherefore of our sac rifice is surely
more than answered in the statement,
“Because He laid down His life for
us” (1 John 3:16). We started with
the consideration of our relations with
the human race to which we are allied,
and our consequent obligations there-
to, involving more or less of sacrifice
and suffering. “Bound up together

in the bundle of life,” our obligations
extend to the whole race of mankind.
Hence our duty to “Do good to all
men,” and to this the Apostle adds
the tender person.il touch, “Especially
to those that are of the household of
faith.”

“Blest be the tic* that binds
Our hearts in Christian love:

The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.

We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear;

And often for each other flows
The sympathising tear.”

But while we belong to the hu-
man race as a whole, we
belong to some one country
in particular, some district, some
church, some family, in which is in-
volved at once our privilege and re-
sponsibility The body is one or-
ganic whole, but it is made up of
many parts. Its well-being, and the
well-being of its fellow-members, de-
pends upon the* well-being of the
individual member. Suc h are the
sympathetic relations of the* members
one with the other, that the suffering
c*r rejoicing of the one is the* suffering
or rejoicing of the whole. We are
then to the body to which we are at-
tached either a source of strength and
help or of hindrance and weakness.
No man either liveth or dieth to him-
self. Abnormal activity or sluggish-
ness on the part of any organ may
lead to functional disorder that affec ts
the body as a whole. How important
that the* unit should be healthy, since
there is so much at stake. And now
for the present to confine our outlook.
We have touched upon those larger,
catholic interests that reach out to the*
remotest peoples of the earth. We
will now consider those that be long
peculiarly to us as our sphere of ac-
tion, in which our lot is cast. W'c
each of us have some niche to occupy
in family, school, business, or c hurch
life, upon which our action or inaction
involves the weal or woe of others.
And foremost among these is our
church life, by which is implied our
relation to Christ as His, redeemed by
His precious blood; hence members
of His Body, and fellow-members of
those who are His members. Oh,
how sacred our trust as members of
that Body How significant the lan-
guage of the Apostle in relation to
that Body. He has been speaking of
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Christians in th«*ir corporate capacity
as attaining unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the ful-
ness of Christ, of how this is accom
plished, by Divinely appointed instru-
ments, bringing us into the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of (iod, of out growing up into
Him in all things, which is the Head,
even Christ, and thin of the part of
the individual. “From Whom
(Christ) the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which
every to the
effectual working in the measure of
every part, maketh increase of the
Body unto the edifying of itself in
love” i Eph. 4:11 16). “Who is

sufficient for these things?” “From
Me is thy fruit found. “Abide in
Me, and I in you. . . . He that
abideth in Me, and 1 in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit; for with-
out Me ye can do nothing.”

GERTRI’DE COCKERELL.

TEN DON'TS FOR WOMEN.

1. Don’t belittle yourself, your be-
longings, surroundings, attainments,
nor anything that is yours.

2. Don’t talk too much, nor un-
necessarily of >our affairs, interests,
doings, opinions. Even your
thoughts may not be interesting to all.

3. Don’t go on working when brain
and body are tired. The tongue fre-
quently wags from sheer mental anil
physical inability to keep it still.
Forcing ourselves to go through with
the self-imposed, imagineiy “duty,”
we grow garrulous, and make our-
selves ridiculous.

4. Don’t—DON’T be mean about
anything; it isn’t worth while. Say
No! decidedly and kindly if you don’t
wish to .-.pend, and can’t give, but
don’t do things meanly; it hurts
others besides yourself.

5. Don’t vacillate.
6. Don’t wobble.

7. Don’t agonise about doing or not
doing this or that. Find out as
quickly as possible if a thing is
wrong for you, and then,—

8. DON’T do it.
t). Don’t gossip.
10. Don’t grow bitter.

LESS VODKA, LESS CRIME.

“Law-breaking has decreased
everywhere.” This statement gives
the note of a report, which has been
prepared in Russia with regard to the
etfett of vodka prohibition upon the
peasant population, and is dealt with
at length by Professor J. T. Simpson
in the “Contemporary Review.”

This report is the result of the an-
swers given by 600 correspondents in
different districts of the Government
to questions put to them officially.
“The part devoted to the effects of
vodka prohibition,” says the profes-
sor, “opens with the statement that
this measure was really the last link
in a chain of measures, (iovernment
and other, that had been instituted in
connection with the struggle with
drink. The results of drinking were
so had that it had come to be gener-
ally realised that sooner or later the
whole question must be faced. The
war simply fixed the time. Society
and (iovernment alike saw that when
the war called for sacrifices on the
part of the people, they must be help-
ed in every way to regain their power
and energy, and that the Government
also must fall into line in surrender-
ing its drink profits.”

In most cases it was reported that
the peasants were working better and
more intensively, that the efficiency
of labour was higher, and that pay
was higher because of temj t rance.”

“Before Prohibition,” a Judge re-
port 'd, “there were 30 to 50 cases
every month in the District Court;
now there are none. The w hole re-
port, in fact, shows that the absence
of drinking facilities has had re-
markably beneficial effetts upon the
iife of the peasant community.

NO SUCH THING AS A “MEDI-
CINAL” WHISKY.

Alcohol puts to sleep the sentinels
that guard your body from disease.
Policy-holders are warned against ad-
vertisements extolling the virtue of
whisky in disease. The callous cru-
elty of such advertisements lies in
the fact that they appeal to the very
people who are most injured by the
use of alcohol —sufferers from rheu-
matism, chronic kidney disease, ner-
vous subjects, etc. There is no such
thing as a “medicinal” whisky.—
From Bulletin No. 5, issued by the
Postal Life Insurance Co., New York.

THE PRIMATE OF AUSTRALIA
MAKES A PLEA.

In his Presidential address at the
Opening of the Synod of the Diocese
of Sydney, Archbishop Wright said:
“We are now awake to the grim truth
that, no matter how sacred is the cru-
sade which we wage for all that is
most spiritual m humanity, we shall
yet be worsted unless we fling aside
everything that is usual and concen-
trate our entire Empire, money, men,
machines, thought, fiscal, scientific,
intellectual, and spiritual resources
alike to the supreme end of ( rushing
the foe who threatens to extinguish
all the holiest aspirations of mankind.
The Church has done more than plead.
She has made good her plea by giving
of her best. Thousands of her most
vigorous sons are in the fighting line.
She has done her part in ministering
to the temporal and spiritual welfare
of the soldiers.”

Archbishop Wright asked his hear-
ers to ask for shortened hours for
liquor trading, and said:—“The pre-
sent attitude of the (iovernment looks
like unworthy subservience to unpatri-
otic selfishness. What have we done
to help to break the shackles of the
drinking habit by which our very
national existence has been threatened
in the war, and which is still counted
as an asset by our enemies? What
have we done to help a Government,
apparently opportunist, in this matter
to resist the selfish remonstrance of
the organised vested interests of the
drink trade? 1 believe that if we
are time-serving or apathetic on this
matter, we shall one day be convicted
of having been found wanting by our
nation in her need. The Government
of New South Wales stands by inert
with folded hands, and’makes no
suggestion. It apparently is content
with things as they are though the
< urse of these long hours to our fight-
ing strength is denounced by impar-
tial authorities.”

THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT
AND THE LIQUOR PROBLEM.
W ith the “Toronto News” we are all

in accord in saying, as it does in the
closing words to tin* article on Tem-
perance Laws: “Nothing that has
happened in Great Britain since the
war began has made such an unfa-
vourable impression in the Dominion
as the apparent vacillation of the Im-
perial Parliament in dealing with the
liquor problem,”
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MRS NORTON'S MEDICINE
BOTTLE.

(Loretta Hanford, Chicago, 111.)
There had been a slow convales-

cence after Mrs Norton's latest nerve
collapse. Her strength and interest
in life had come back reluctantly; but
one bright Sabbath morning she had
awakened to gaze critic all} about her-

Instinctively she missed the old-
time atmosphere of orderly sweetness.
Somehow her room appeared strangely
different. The pretty vase that was
wont to hold h«*r favourite flowers was
absent from the dresser, and in its
place stood a flat quart-bottle.

“Yes, of course,” she murmured;
“the doctor ordered it.”

For weeks she had lain in her dark-
ened, nurse-guarded chamber. Only
rare tip-toed visits had been allowed
to her husband and her nearest
friends. No one but her child Alice
—her “bit of sunshine*'—had stolen
in and out at will.

Suddenly, as the woman's gaze
again wandered to the dismantled
dresser, memory roused her with the
force of a blow. Her heart recoiled
with dread at the thought that she
must ere long again take up the bur-
den whose weight had made her so
weary of life.

“Oh, God,” she pleaded, as she
turned her pale, drawn face to the
shadowed wall, “help me oh, help
me to save him!”

“Only two days more!"’ sang Alice
as she tripped home from Sunday
School, “then mother will come down-
stairs, and it will seem like living
again!”

But disappointment clouded the
child’s face as her eyes sought the
upper window, only to find it vacant.
Mother had always watched 101 her of
late.

“Yu—hu, mother! Where are you,
mother?” she called, as she ran
swiftly up the stairs.

A faint, “Here, daughter,” came
from the inner room.

“Why, mother, dear, you have been
crying—you are crying now'" ex-
claimed the distressed child as she
gave her affectionate greeting.

“No, n-o, dear. Mother is quite
strong to-day,” declared Mr> Norton,
making a heroic effort .it control. “1
have been thinking just thinking-
some foolish thoughts—th.it is all. ’

But even as she spoke, sudden tears
came. It was useless to try to con-

teal the truth that a serious trouble
was preying upon her mind.

“Was it father’s fault?” the child
asked hesitatingly. “Was he—sick
again last night? He did act so
queer at the dinner table, and he was
so very cross! Is that why you were
crying, mother?"

There was no answer.
“Is that the reason? Tell me truly.

1 am not a baby any longer. lei I
me, mother,” Alice persisted. Her
soft arms were around her mother's
neck, and the blue child-eyes were
looking pleadingly into the grave, un-
happy ones. Still there was no an-
swer.

“Mother dear. I ought to know
what is troubling you." Now the
girlish voice was the one that trem-
bled, and the blue eyes were misty.

“Alice, my child, why .should your
young heart be burdened with the les-
sons and the discipline that belong to
mature life? They are not for you
now. clear. They will come to you
soon enough, (ic'd knows. Just be
my own light-hearted little girl, as
you always have been. That is the
only thing that will make me happy."

“No, mother. That kind of talk
may sound very wise, but you are not
to put me off in this way. You must
answer my question: Was it father’s
fault? Yes, or no?”

“Well, then—yes, if you must
know. But let us talk about some-
thing more interesting. How many
were in your class to-day, and did
they like their new teacher? You
must ask her to come to dinner some
day. I always like to know your
teachers.”

1 he words had a far-away sound,
and were uttered mechanically, as if
thought were busy elsewhere. The
sensitive heart of the child felt their
effort.

“Really, you must not treat me this
way, mother. You must tell me all
about the thing we were talking of,"
Alice said with a hurt in her voice,
“i am father's child as well as yours.
What he does and what you do con-
cerns me just as much as it concerns
you two. We are all one family.”

Mrs Norton never had thought of
the relationship in precisely the way
that Alice put it. Perhaps she was
right in her view of it. A sudden
impulse came to take the child into
full confidence. Alice might even
prove a help. At least, the burden,
shared by one who was so nearly con-

cerned, would be less heavy for her
own heart, now weighed down to its
greatest endurance.

“Well, child,” Mrs Norton said,
after a few moments of silence—“you
did guess the truth. It was on ac-
count of your father that I was crying.
I am going to tell you the whole
story. But let u*. go into the front
room. It is brighter there."

As Mrs Norton leaned back in the
easy-chair, Alice settled herself
among the* pretty pillows in the win-
dow-seat beside her.

“Your father was a strong character
when I married him," the mother be-
gan. “He could not tolerate in
others tin* least yielding of principle.
He would condemn without a hearing
those who fell through weakness, es-
pecially through chink."

Alice gave a start. Were the words
premonitory? Was that the trouble
with father? An undefined fear
thrilled her.

“ ‘Judge not,’ I more than once
quoted to him when he would launc h
into one of his tirades against some
person who, in a moment of tempta-
tion, would fall. “There is no ex-
cuse for drunkenness if a man has
brain. Leave that sort of thing to
imbeciles and degenerate!’ he would
say. But the time came—oh, how
can I tell you, dear?—the time* came
when he himself needed the same
mantle of charity th.it I had so often
thrown over others.”

“You don’t mean that father
drinks " burst from Alice’s shocked
lips.

“Until of late, I never would admit
it even to myself,” was tin* quiet re-
ply. “1 used to call the habit by
other names. It seemed so vulgar,
so coarse, so horrible to use that
word in connection with my husband.”

“But, mother, how did he ever get
to—to that pass? I low did he begin?
What made him change into the very
thing he had so hated?” asked the
young girl all in a breath. She* sat
up, tense, alert, eagerly awaiting the
answer.

“You asked me how it began,” the
mother answered in a strangely c on-
strained voice. “1 think I shall never
forget how it began. It was one bit-
ter night in winter when your father
came home benumbed with the cold,
and completely worn out with his
long, hard day’s work. ‘Take some
of my brandy,’ I said to him. ‘lt
will warm you up, and rest you, too.
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I don't know what 1 ever should do
when my weak spells come on if I did
not have that remedy near,’ I added,
as 1 saw a look of hesitation on your
father’s face. ‘Take it, of course.
It’s only medicine. It can’t hurt
you, 1 urged. ’’

“Did he take it, mother?’’ asked
Alice breathlessly.

“Yes, he drank what 1 poured out
for him. and in a. few moments he de-
clared that he was warm and com-
fortable. Hut, Oh, my child, if I
ever regretted anything in the world,
l regretted that act of mine! Kvery
once in a while, after that, 1 would
find your father standing before the
medicine cabinet with my brandy
bottle in his hand, and when 1 would
remonstrate with him he would say
that it was only a tonic, and that he
really needed it to rest his tired
nerves.

“Many hot words on account of this
passed between us as time went on,
and finally he angrily declared that he
would never touch my medicine again
—and he never did.”

“Oh, 1 am so glad!’’ exclaimed
Alice, with a sigh of relief.

“No, he never did,” the mother con-
tinued, “but the trouble was not en-
ed; it w as only begun, for after that
he to take his brandy away from
home. He naturally drifted to the
very companionship that he formerly
had loathed and despised. Things
have rapidly gone from bad to worse,
until now ”

“Don’t mother—Oh. don’t. You
shan't cry again. It will be all right
somehow ; it must be. Father used
to be a good man. He will be good
again; it is in him. We will help
him. We will save him.”

“That is easy enough for your
young lips to say. How many times
1 have made vows like that! It .'Cems
to me 1 have tried everything, but
everything has failed.”

“There are two things you have not
tried, mother.”

Mrs Norton looked up into the
eager face, now strangely illumined.
“What are they, dear child?”

“You have not tried God’s power to
save father. Our temperance lesson
in Sunday School to-day was about
that very thing. 1 can see, from
what you have said, that you have
been trying to save him all bv your-
self ”

“Dear, I believe there you arc half-
way right. ’ replied the mother in

tones of conviction. “Hut tell me
the other thing I have not tried.”

“The other thing, mother dear”
the next words came slowly, with
pauses between—“you haven’t thrown
away your ‘medicine bottle.’ ”

There was a crash of breaking
glass in the next room, followed by a
hissing sound in tne grate.

“Your father!” Mrs Norton sprang
up in terror. “Oh, I can’t bear any
more!” She covered her face with
her hands as if to shut out some
dreaded sight.

“Yes, it is ‘your father,’ Alice,”
came a steady, deep voire from the
doorway—“your father, but clothed
and in his right mind at last.”

There was nothing to fear from the
dear-eyed, erect man standing there.
“You see I have tried one remedy
suggested —he held out the broken
bottle—“and now we all will try the
other, so help us God!”

From the glad, quivering lips of
mother and daughter, very reverently,
very joyfully, came the word “Amen !”

BREAD OR BEER.

Mr Alfred Hooth, Chairman of the
Cunard Steamship Company, lately
made a speech at Liverpool, in which
he said:—“The most glaring example
of a form of consumption which we
could perfectly well dispense with is
the drink traffic. I am not thinking
now of the temperance side of the
question. Important though that is.
we have got far beyond that now. 1
am thinking of the demand which the
Lade makes upon the services of our
ships, our railways, and carts, and of
our labour. Thirty thousand tons a
week of barley and other produce are
brought into this country lor the
brewing and distilling trades! Thi ik
of the demand whic h this means on
the depleted resources of our mercan-
tile marine. Then all this stuff, to-
gether with the larger quantity which
is grown at home, has to be carted
and hauled by rail to the brewery or
distillery. Then it has to be brought
back again and distributed to the
consumer In addition to this, six
thousand miners are kept permanently
employed getting coal, and thirty-six
thousand tons of eoal have to be sent
every week to these breweries and
distilleries. Taken in the aggregate,
the services absorbed by this trade aie

on a gigantic scale, and the net re-
sult of it all is a decrease in national
efficiency. 1 say in all seriousness
that, if we are to maintain our armies
in the held, we shall before long have
to choose between bread and beer.

WOMEN'S TEMPERANCE SONG.

God bless our Temp’ranee band
Throughout our native land,

And give us grace
Our forces to unite
For God, and truth, and right,
And wage a winning tight

To save our race.

May women everywhere
For Temperance declare,

And join the tight;
May we with hearts aflame
Uphold our country’s fame,
And save from guilt and shame

Our honour bright.

\\ here souls in bondage lie,
May we, in love, draw nigh,

Their chains to break;
May we their way prepare,
Uphold with faith and prayer,
And shame and sorrow share,

For Jesu’s sake.

\\ here mothers weep for boys,
Long loved and cherished joys,

Now gone astray:
May wc* their dwellings seek,
A word of hope to speak,
And for the* wanderer we.ik,

In meekness pray.

\\ here children c ry for bread,
On hard, untended bed,

Thy mercy show ;

Help us to do our share
Their future to prepare,
And keep them from the snare

That worketh woe.

The Temp’rance women’s band
Extend in every land

\\ here people dw ell,
Till all the race shall be
From drink and crime set free,
And in gkid songs to Thee

Their praises tell.
—Thomas Tiplady (Rev.)

On May ist, voo saloons went out
of business in Chicago because their
patronage was so poor they did not
pay.
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AUSTRALIA'S WOMAN INVENTOR

MRS MYRA JL’LIKT TAA LOR.

That trite phrase, “A frrophet hath
no glory in his own land’ was never
so strikingly illustrated as in the case
of Mrs Myra Juliet Taylor. Tnis re-
markable little lady might justly claim
to be the most versatile woman in tile
Commonwealth of Australia, yet she
dwells in our midst unknown, almost
in obscurity. This in a measure, is
owing to the lady’s shrinking from
publicity, and reluctance to speak of
herself and her doings, and her pre-
sent small venture into the limelight
is due to her strong patriotic senti-
ments. Mrs Taylor is a practical in-
ventress; her registered patents are
the source of her income. She is a
widow with a young family to support.
There are 24 inventions to her credit,
but her latest achievement takes pride
of place, a “defence fence," which is
said to be invulnerable. It is some
two months sine * this invention was
perfected and patented, and it is now
under the consideration of the De-
fence Department, which authority,
after much investigation, admits it is

all Mrs Taylor claims for it—ritie,
shell, and machine-gun proof.

Simplified Garments.

Another most remarkable invention
is her “stitchless button." It is re-
cognised that this will prove a uni-

versal boon when placed upon the mar-
ket. No longer nn d th** harassed
housekeeper worry about the button-
less garments returned from the laun-
dry. The “stitchless button" dis-
penses with the attentions of needle
and thread, nor does it require the
faking of a button-hole. In this
department might also be mentioned
two other labour-savers to the seam-
stress—the “stitchless press stud” and
the “stitchless hook and eve.” The
military authorities have also th**
“stitchless button” under considera
tion for adoption on the soldiers’ uni-
forms. Yet another appliance to.ap-
peal to the needlewoman is ‘ m>-
chaniral skirt and pattern-marker,’
which w ill mark and measure any pat-
tern or size skirt from any fashion
plate, and when th eskirt is cut out
will mark the required length, width < ♦

hem, and mark off for trimoaing in a
few seconds. The appliance will ad-
just itself to any mode and any size.

Somethingr that makes a direct ap-
peal to the feminine world is the
“camisole stayette,’’ or boneless cor-
set, a garment which is so construct-
ed as to perfect a good figure and im-

prove a bad one, and ensure ease,
whilst conforming to every rule of
hygiene. The “camisole stayette’ is
now being manufactured in England,
and will shortly be upon the Austra-
lian market.

Closely associated with this 1- the
medical and surgical belt, for use
after operations, which has the wrPte 1
approval of ten leading doctors.

Devices in the Home.
Then there is her linoleum clip for

putting down the door covering with-
out tacking. A wheat sampler and
weigher, a fru.t picker and packer,
which was tested upon the most dilb-
cult of all fruit to handle- mulberries,
and effects its work perfectly. The
fn_,; * is unbruised and hands need not
touch it. An automatic window,
which open- and closes by pressure
upon a button ; a collapsible rigtd and
folding hood, which can be made to
fit any vehicle. Its ingenious utility
is admirably illustrated on a baby's
perambulator. It affords perfect
protection from any kind of weather
and allows of free* ventilation—an
automatic air purifier and cooler,
w hich can be adjusted to anv require -

merits. Its principle is a form of
condensation. The Patent Attorney
pronounces thi> a master invention,
and state's that hitherto there has been
no record of any invention to make
water run up a flat surface. Yet the
contrivance appears simple, and is
unobtrusive. It creates no wet or
damn, nor any sm h discomfort. 11>
adoption will dispense with the use of
punkahs and electric fans, etc. Dwel-
lers in tropical lands will hail it as a
heaven-sent blessing. Another mas-
ter conception is her advertising ap-
paratus, which automatically throws
illuminated words into space. It will
be just as effective as the* present dis-
appearing electric signs, and do away
with all the permanent structure re-
quired for thf'b’ maintenance.

An attachable sole, which will tit any
boot or shoe, and requires no tacking
on, is another of her inventions, as is

«iiso a restful railway carriage seat,
which will permit of every traveller
being assured of comfort during l*is
journey. Mrs Taylor is taking this
device to America in a few months,

for, as she rather pathetically com-
plains, it is so difficult to get anything
done in Australia, and we are so s*ow
and cautious about assimilating .. w
ideas.

Mrs Taylor has jum cau>e for com-
plaint, since it took three* years’ hard
work for her to get her first patent
made- the* skirt and pattern-marker.
She also says that it is even <ll ttic ult to
get the Patent Attorney to listen to
some of her new ideas. One would
expect to find the* person responsible
for all this ingenious work to be* rather
difficult, but Mrs l’aylor is quite die
reverse when one succeeds in making
her talk of herself and h♦*r doings.
Her manner is simple, kindly, and af-
fable. In appearance, she is essen-
tially feminine, very fair, and plump,
with appealing hlu«* eyes and brilliant
colouring, w hie h comes and goes as
she warms to her subject, and a soft,
slow voice.

Started Inventing at Five.
Her inventive ge nius doc s not 1 nt**r-

fere with domestic duties. She is a
devoted mother, and her two bonny
children are her tir"t care and consid-
eration. The elder child, a daughter
of seven, has inherited her mother s
gift. At the* age of five, to ensure
more comfort for her dollies, she if-
fectevl a contrivance which a Patent
Attorney pronounced “an ingenious
invention worthy a mature brain.”

Mrs Taylor is the- daughter :»f a
clergyman, of a very old family,
whose Celtic crest dates hack over 900
ye ar-.. She is mm h travelled, knows
Ireland and England, and has '.n
most parts of all ihe Australian
States.

The remarkable little* lady has been
inventing since she* was a tinv c hild.
She* says she always felt a* long us
she can remember that she could see
and do things which other people
could not. Her first invention hap-
pened at the age of ter,, when she
made a self-fastening safety-pin, and
announced to her mystified mother,
“1 can do something that you c an’t.”

Wither Mr> Taylor nor her people*
understood her marvellous gift, and it
lay dormant for years. Practically
six years e*/ he*r short married life*
were spc*nt in constantly nursing an
invalid husband.

Things Dreams are Made of.
No ]e*ss astounding than her

achievements is Mrs Taylor’s method
of working An idea conies to her
from observation, or hint from a
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second person. She keeps thinking
of it incessantly, and one night the
solution comes to her in her sleep.
Still sleeping, she gets up and works
it out on anything handy, oftentimes
the wall. The workings arc all back-
wards, hut perfectly intelligible to the
invent ress.

Mrs Taylor makes her own models,
and perfects her drawings before sub-
mitting them to the Patent Attorney.

At present the little lady has only
one ambition in hie—the adoption of
her defence fence. Sne has absolute
faith in its efficacy. A glance at her
small model—made entirely by her-
scll, and a most formidable-looking
piece of work for one frail woman to
accomplish—justifies that faith. Her
anxiety is not born of any thought of
the monetary reward—her thoughts
are only of all the brave, precious

lives she may be the means of pre-
serving. Shields of a kind are now-
being used by both the Knglish and
the Herman armies, as seen in recent
“Illustrated War News.” They are
crude and primitive alongside this
woman's achievement, and can only
claim resemblance inasmuch as both
are visible. —“The Kvening News,”
August 14, 11)15.

A MORNING PRAYER FOR WHITE
RIBBONERS.

Oh ! Lord, Thou knowest every word
of mine.

Help me to bear each cross and not
repine,

(irajnt me fresh courage every day,
Help me to do my work alway without

complaint.

Oh! Lord, Thou knowest well how
dark tLe w ay:

Huide Thou my footsteps, lest they
stray,

Hive me fresh faith for every hour,
Lest I should doubt Thy power, and

make complaint.

Hive me a heart, Oh! Lord, strong to
endure,

Help me to keep it simply pure,
Make me unselfish, helpful, true,
In every act, whate’er I do, and keep

content.

lleli) me to do my woman’s share,
Make me courageous, strong to bear
Sunshine or shadow in my life,
Sustain me in the daily strife to keep

oontent.

IN THE FIELD.

Although I arrived in Pahiatua on
February sth, it was a fortnight later
before a start could be made with the
work, owing to indisposition. Mrs
Neal and Mrs Kager had kindly pro-
vided hospitality, and would have
looked after me, hut as special treat-
ment was required, 1 thought it better
to go into the public hospital. As
mu< h visiting, chiefly from house to
house, as the extreme heat permit-
ted, was done before 1 ran down to
Hrevtow n for a week end, and inter-
viewed President and Secretary, find-
ing the Hand of Hope postponed until
April, the heat of the weather render-
ing it impossible to do mything just
now.

On March jnd 1 social gathering
took place in the Presbyterian School
room in celebration of Willard Day.
The attendance was good ; the < ollec -

tion for World’s Missionary Fund ex-
cellent. Two new members were in-
itiated, two others who had signed be-
ing prevented from attending.

Feilding is to be the next location.
M. S. POWELL,

Dominion Organiser.
Miss Powell’s address: Care Mrs l p-

ton, The Avenue, Wanganui.

Jimmy: “Pa, 1 wish I could be a
pirate and sail the Spanish main and
scuttle the ships.”

Mr Scrimp: “Well, you just take
this scuttle and sail downstairs and
pirate some coals.”
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HOT LAKES OF NEW ZEALAND

Brent’s
BATHGATE HOUSE,

ROTORUA.
Being a FIRST-CLASS TEMPER-

ANCE HOTEL, is replete with every
comfort. It is adjacent to the Sana-
torium, and thus affords special
facilities for the Baths.

Terms 5 T. BRENT.
Moderate. Proprietor.

“ BRUNDAH,”
8 Campbell Street • Wanganui

PRIVATE BOARD AND RESI-
DENCE. Terms, 5s 6d per day ; 25s
per week. Permanent by arrange-
ment. 'Phone 513

MRS TOTTY, Proprietress

N.Z. W.e.T.U.

List of Literature
NOW IN STOCK.

DEPARTMENTAL LITERATURE
CAN BE OBTAINED FROM—

Purity: Mrs Dearlove, Napier.
Maori: Mrs Walker, Fox St., Gis-

borne.
L.T.L. and Cradle Roll: Mrs Neal,

Trocadero, Pahiatua
Sciertific Temperance: Miss Maun-

der, Hawera
Medical Temperance: Mrs Neal,

Trocadero, Pahiatua

BOOKLETS AND LEAFLETS.
Mrs Webb s “W.C T l ~” 6d ner doz.
Condensed Parliamentary Rules, 3d

ea< h
Membership Pledge Cards, sd per

doz.
N.Z Constitutions, 3d each
Band of Hope Cards, is per doz.
K. of K. Pledge Cards, 3d per doz.;

2 s per 100
‘‘Women in Civic and Political Life."

by the Hon. J. T. Paul, 3d per
doz. ; 2s per 100

‘‘Do Everything,” by F. E. Willard,
25 each

“ The Story of Frances E. Willard,"
by G. L. Leavitt, is each

Seng Leaflet, "All Round the World,"
is per 100

"Safe Remedies in Illness,” 8d per
doz.

PURITY.
“Puritv Advocate,” 6d per annum.
“Teaching Truth,” 2s fid each.
“Social Purity,” is 3d each.
“Maturnity . Without Suffering,” 2s

8d each.
“Idea! Married Life,” 4s 6d each.
“Mother’s Perplexity Series,” is 6d

each; or set of 4,5 s fid.
“The Story of Life,” 7d and is 2d

each.
“Who Did Sin,” by Lady Somerset,

is per doz.
“The Training of Children,” ijd each.
“The Choice,” ijd each.
“A Brother’s Advice,” ijd each.

“White Ribbon Hvmn Books,” with
music, 2s fid.

“White Ribbon Hymn Books,” words
only, is 6d per doz.

Badges may be obtained from Miss
Powell at 3d and 8d each, or 2s and 6s
per dozen, prepaid.

Will friends please note prices, and
send stamps or postal note with
their order. The prices quoted in-
cludes postage in every case.

MRS DEARLOVE,
LINCOLN ROAD, NAPUP.



The White Ribbon.
For God and Home and Humanity.

WELLINGTON, MARCH 18, 1916.
BRITISH DOMINIONS WOMAN

SUFFRAGE UNION.

At a meeting- of the Advisory Com-
mittee of the 8.D.W.5.U., held in
London on December 13th, Miss
Sheepshanks (Fditor of “Jus Suf-
fragii") in the chair, Mrs Fawcett
(President of the National Union of
Women’s Suffrage Societies) proposed,
and Mrs Pethick Lawrence (President
of the United Suffragists) seconded,
the following resolution, which was
tarried unanimously:—

“That the attention of the women of
Australia and New Zealand should be
urgently drawn to the fact that as en-
franchis'd women they have the duty
of leading the movement for Women
Suffrage for the Umpire. They alone
of British women will be directly re-
presented at the Imperial Conference
which will be held immediately the
war is over, and indirectly at the Con-

gress of the Powers which will follow
that Conference. They must there-
fore instruct their representatives, the
Premiers of the Commonwealth and
the Dominion, to press for the grant-
ing of the Franchise to women as es-
sential to a true democracy, and to
the highest interests of the Empire.
Further, the Premiers must endeavour
to secure that the question of Woman
Suffrage be included in the pro-
gramme of the Congress of the
Powers.”

We hope Convention will consider
the above resolution. Surely we who
enjoy all the benefits of the vote
should do all in our power to assist
our sisters in other parts of the Km-
pire to gain this boon. Women have
shown during this war that they are
worthy of the vote, and we must do
our best to see that they get it. As
one result of this dreadful war, we
hope to see equal suffrage throughout
the British Fmpire.

AS A BREWERY AGENT SAW IT.

At one of the meetings on the way
to the Seattle Convention, Mrs De-
borah K. Livingston caught the at-
tention of the audience by the some-
what startling announcement that the
National Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union and the American Brew-
ers’ Association are agreed on one
point, and that is that the liquor traf-
fic is doomed by the success of woman
suffrage ! She related a conversation
she had not long ago on a railroad
train, with an agent of a large Cin-
cinnati brewery, in which she asked
him what he considered the greatest
factor in the country for the exter-
mination of the liquor traffic, and
after he had freely admitted that by
1920 or 1925, at the latest, the doom
of the liquor traffic would come that
it was making its last stand—his reply
was: “Frankly, I think there are two
things that are hurrying National Pro-
hibition : the great new efficiency
basis in the industrial world—men of
capital and men of the labouring class
have come to see that John Barley-
corn does not pay in dollars and
cents; and secondly, the. enfranchise-
ment of the women of the United
States. If the big corporations do
not put us out of business before
long, the woman’s ballot will dead
sure.”

SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELEC-
TIONS.

The time for the election of School
Committees is once more at hand, and
all who are interested in the represen-

tation of women on public bodies
should prepare to take what steps
they can to secure the placing of
women representatives on the Com-
mittees, by the nomination of suit-
able women as candidates, and the
arousing of interest in all who have
the privilege of voting on the occa-

sion. This is the more necessary be-
cause it i only by means of a larger
represent: .on on School Committees
that women can hope to gain repre-
sentation on Education Boards, the
members of which are elected by the
Committees. The elections will take
place, a usual, towards the end of
April (probably the last Monday), and
in the usual way at householders’
meetings in the various districts, ex-
cept in any district that was placed
last year under the new regulations.
By the new Act, the election of School
Committees will take place at the same
time and 111 the same manner as those
for Mayor, Councillors, Hospital
Boards, etc., once in two years, the
vote being extended to all whose
names are on the Municipal Roll.
This applies only to school districts
having a population of over 8000; in

all small districts the annual election
at householders’ meetings will still
continue. So far as my information
goes, Nelson City was the only one
able last year to take advantage of
the new regulation, but the. Unions in
large districts will do well to make
quite sure upon the matter. Ihe
elections this year will therefore be
practically the same as before
throughout the Dominion, the new
method not being introduced till 1917.
When it becomes general, it should
give a much better chaDce in the
larger districts of securing the return
of women candidates, the voting
power being so much extended; and it
would be well during the present year
if all U nions able to do so would be-
gin in good time the work of seeing
that the names of all women who are
eligible are placed upon the Municipal
Roll.

MARION JUDSON,
N.Z. Supt. Good Citizenship Dept.
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Correspondence.

(The Lditor is not responsible for
opinions expressed by correspond-
ents.)

1 )ear Whin* Ribbon Sisters,
1 feel impelled to write a letter to

you to-day tor various reasons. One
of them is the fad that 1 am in
Invercargill enjoying a holiday, and
another motive power is that 1 had
such a peep into an ideal home last
night, as can only be obtained by a
limited number of our New Zealand
sisterhood, and 1 want to tell you all
about it. Of course, Invercargill is
specially interesting to the W.C.i.l’.
members, being one of our object-
lessons in favour of the “narrow views
forced upon the people by faddists,
cranks, etc.,” i.e., Prohibitionists, By
the way, I never noticed before what
.t number of eyes Prohibitionists have.
Well, 1 am using my tour eyes to some
purpose, and 1 will tell you some of
the things I see in Invercargill. I
walk from end to end of the broad,
clean streets, and see well-dressed
men and women on every hand ; large,
prosperous plates of business; little
children warmly dad. 1 drink in
deep draughts of pure fresh air. No
tap-room belching forth its sickening
odours to the passer-by, and I say,
“Well done. Prohibition; industry in-
duced by you increases income!”

Leaving the town, 1 come to a river
called the Waihopai, and here 1 find
the prohibited area ends. Fitting
safeguard for teetotallers, is it not.''
A rolling river of nature’s own provi-
sion for thirsty mortals divides “Dry”
trom “Wet. Just across the shining
river we find breweries engaged in
polluting the water. We see lying on
the side of the streets several very
fine specimens of stone jars encased
in wicker-ware. And our inquiries
are answered by the words, “keg
party, and then my eyes see visions
of fathers, husbands, sons, out on
carousal; mothers, w ives, and little
ones bereft of joy and happiness, and
natural protectors, and 1 say, “Work
harder, women; prohibition cannot
prohibit until the curse is removed.
Inebriety invariablv induces imbe-
cility.”

Leaving for a time the subject of
prohibition, we turn, as an honoured
guest, to an ideal home. Knocking
at the door of Amethyst Hall, a young
girl of 14 summers opens to us, and
the lady of the house, in loving
fashion, bids us welcome. It is the
afternoon for .1 weekly Kmpire prayer
meeting. Our hostess gives out the
hymn, “Peace, Perfect Peace.” Then
the qist Psalm is read in unison, and
we are each allotted our subject for
prayer. One prays for a mother who
has lost one son in the war and has
another wounded; then our enemies
are remembered, and so on till we
feel, as four o’clock—the hour to
close—arrives, we have been to the

very gates of h« aven. A walk
through the house and grounds is full
of interest. In «» fine hall at one end
we see a band of little girls, led by an
earnest Methodist lady, working tor a
bazaar in connection with one of the
churches. In the courtyard a little
fellow of eight summers runs up, call-
ing, “Auntie, we are having t lovely
game”- bushrangers or something
equally exciting. 1 heard that he is
a little adopted boy. He* is evidently
getting a big percentag of the love
that he has missed hitherto. ,'n the
kitchen the* fourteen-year-oM girlie is
introduced, and we hear late r th.it she
too has been placed by God in the
mother arms ot our h«i>tess. A little
Maori girl is also encircled by the
same loving-hearted mother. At tea
time our hostess, in homely fashion,
enters the* dining room, having been
engaged helping to prepare the meal.
The various little* members of that
happy household each do their part
towards setting the table, etc. After
tea and interesting chat on Leper
Missions, Indian Missions, and every
other mission, in which host and
hostess give the* guests a good lead,
some lovely Indian lace and c roc het is
exhibited and sold on behalf of the
Indian mission, the* lady of Amethyst
Hall having made herself responsible
for the sale of j£ioo worth. The
children grouped round the tire, with
father on one side, and mother on
the* other, made suc h a picture as set
my pulses throbbing and moistened
my eyes. When the hands of the
clock reached seven, without intrusion
or obtrusion, the* mother and children
sat on the* sofa and read a little story
about John the Baptist. Then kneel-
ing at mother’s knee, Gentle Jesusand the Lord’s Prayer close the 1 day
for the children. Before leaving, 1had the privilege of sec -> the “tiredh‘adies cuddled doonJ*[Wast asleep.
In nn heart I said, bless all in
this ideal home.”

As I write this it is Mrs Lee-
Cowie’s birthday, and a party of all
the members and tenants of Amethyst
Hall is in full swing. On behalf of
the women of New Zealand, 1 wish
her God’s choicest blessing on her
and on her loved ones. May He
prosper her efforts for the* uplifting of
His children, and put it into the
hearts of others to go and do like-
wise*.
“ Tis hut a Rest-house by the way;

Ido not call it ‘Home.’ Oh, No!
But mst a Guest-house, night and

day,
For Pilgrims, w here they come and

go.”
t

“It is Thine own, it is not mine;
Then help me do the best with Thine.
To m.ike it pure* and bright and sweet,
A resting place for weary feet;
To speed them on their way in love
Lp to the Father’s Home above.”

(Joshua 26:15; Hebrews 13:2.)
ours in White Ribbon bonds,

ELIZABETH PINFOLD.

WHY DO NATIONS FALL?

(To the Editor.)
Madam,—There are, doubtless,

many in the Dominion who believe,
with Admiral Beatty, that until the
Empire is stirred out of her stupor of
self-satisfaction and complacency and
4 religious revival occurs, just so
long will the war continue, and that
when she looks to the future with
prayer on her lips, we can begin to
count the days towards the* end.

The Bishop of Wellington, Dr.
Sprott, has pointed out that the most
generally accepted theory of the fall
of nations is tnat they fall as the just
judgment of <1 living (iod on national
sin, and, in consequence, that a na-
tion is master of its own fate, and
holds its destiny in its own hands.

The Bishop has also stated that it
seems to be God’s rule that, while He
vouchsafes a direct answer to the re.
quest of an individual when the mat-
ter of the prayer concerns only an in-
dividual, where the matter of prayer
concerns great masses of men and
whole nations, (iod only moves when
approached in all earnestness and
unity of purpose by a great army of
devoted servants of His.

Feeling that the position of the Em-
pire is one of the utmost gravity, and
that, if we are to come safely out of
this, the greatest crisis in her history,
we must organise our spiritual forces,
an endeavour is being made to band
together Christian people of all
churches throughout New Zealand to
pray daily, first, that a wave of na-
tional repentance may sweep through
the land; and, second, that (iod will
bring us safely through our time of
trial and testing. A representative
committee has been formed to further
this movement, which has the appro-
val, among others, of the* Primate,
Bishon Nevill, Commissioner Hodder
(Salvation Army), and Mr C. Cathie
(Chairman of the* Baptist ! nion). It
would help considerably it all those
who would undertake to pray daily for
these objects would communicate with
Mr D O. McClav, 13, Gordon Place,
Wellington, or the* undersigned, for
union is strength in spiritual warfare
as well as in earthly.

It is hoped that a week day at an
early date may he set apart by author-
ity to be observed by all religious
bodies throughout the Dominion as a
day of humiliation before Almighty
(iod for national sin and of interces-
sion for the Empire. Many believe,
with Admiral Beatty, that the sure
road to victory lies through the way
of national penitence.—l am, etc.,

H. HAROLD ROBIOHNS.
13. Patanga Crescent, W ellington.
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THE TWO BALLOTS.

Along in November, when chill was
the weather,

Two ballots were cast in a box to-
gether ;

They nestled up close like brother to
brother,

You couldn’t tell one of the votes
from the other.

Refrain.
Both of them were rum votes,

They indorsed the license plan ;

One was cast by a brewer,
And one by a Sunday School

man.

The Sunday School man, no man
could be truer,

Kept busy all summer denouncing the
brewer;

But the fever cooled off with the
change of the weather,

And late in the autumn they voted
together.

The Sunday School man had always
been noted

For fighting saloons, except when he
voted;

lie piled up his prayers with holy
perfection,

Then kicked them all do a n on the
day of election.

The foxy old brewer was cheerful and
mellow ;

Says he, “I admire that Sunday
School fellow ;

He’s true to his church—to his party
he’s truer;

He talks for the Lord, but he votes
for the brewer.”

Rear Admiral Tudor says that dur-
ing the first week of March, .'35 men
employed in submarine engine work
did the equivalent of a full week’s
work of only 28 men. Admiral Tudor
declares this small output of work is
due to the effects of excessive drink.

WOMEN POLICE AND PATROLS.

The Hull Watch Committee has ap-
pointed three women as members of
its police force—a superintendent and
two constables. In Southampton one
policewoman has been appointed by
the Watch Committee. It is under-
stood that these officers will have the
same powers as ordinary constables,
though they are naturally being em-
ployed on special work. In each case
the women selected have been trained
b> Miss Darner Dawson, of the
“Women’s Police Service.”

On June 10th a crowded meeting
was held at the Mansion House to de-
scribe the work of women patrols.
The chair was occupied by Mrs
Creighton, who was supported by the
Lady Mayoress. The speakers in-
cluded the Bishop of London, Coun-
tess Ferrers, and Sir Kdward Henry
(chief of the Metropolitan Police
Force). All spoke in high praise of
the work done by the 2000 women all
over the country who are serving as
patrols. They give from two to six
hours per week to the work, and are
unpaid. It is not easy to tabulate re-
sults, but there can be no doubt that
their mere presence in the streets
serves as a “walking conscience,”
while they themselves are learning
much about the street life of our
cities and villages. The collection
amounted to j£is°- Ihe Central
Patrol Committee is in need of funds
to pay its travelling organisers, who
are a necessary part of the scheme.—
“The Shield,” July, 1915-

A Scotsman tells this story of a
beadle who was afflicted with a severe
thirst, and was warned that he was
killing himself. “You really have not
the sense of the lower animals, Wil-
liam,” the doctor said. “Look at a
horse when he is taken down to the
river ’.o slake his thirst; when he has
had enough he stops.” “Aye,” re-
ported William, “but gin there was a
horse at the ither side o’ the water
saying, ‘Here’s tae ye,’ he wad gang
on.”

THE PRODIGAL.

YYc all have a heart for the prodigal
boy,

That was caught in sin’s mad whirl,
And we welcome him back with songs

of joy.
We all have a heart for the prodigal

boy;
For the boy there was ever an open

door,
And a father’s bounteous fare,
And though he was wretched, sick

and poor,
He is sure of a welcome there.
But what of the girl who has gone

astray,
Who lost in the battle with sin?

Say, do we forgive in the same sweet
way

We’ve always forgiven him?
Does the door stand ajar as if to say,

Come, enter, you need not fear?
It’s been open thus since you went

away,
Now on to the second year.

Or with a hand of cruel pride,
Do we dose and bolt the door,

And swear while heaven and earth
abide,

She shall enter here no more?

O Christ, it seems we have never
learned

The lesson writ in the sand,
For ever yet the woman is spurned,

And stoned in a Christian land.
Down into the slough we hurl her

back,
Then turn around with a smile,

And welcome the boy from the sinful
track,

Though his was the life most vile.

The Controller -of the Russian
Treasury, speaking before the Budget
Committee of the Russian Parlia-
ment, uttered this weighty sentence:
“With the war and without vodka,
Russia is more prosperous than with
vodka and without tne war.”
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News of the Unions.
(The Editor cannot promise to insert

anything in the next issue that
does not reach her by the 6th of
the month. Correspondents are
requested to write their Reports
as concisely as possible, on one

side of the paper only. Newspaper
cuttings are unsuitable )

NELSON.
Monthly meeting February Bth. A

good attendance of members, Miss
Atkinson presiding. A letter was
read from Misses Anna Cordon and
Agnes Slack (m the “White Ribbon’’)
with regard to the postponement of
the Triennial World Convention. The
appeal for increased support of the
“White Ribbon’’ in the January num-
ber was also read, and it was resolved
to order four dozen copies of the*
Convention number. Mrs W. Hockey
was appointed Superintendent of the
Cradle Roll, and a vote of thanks
passed to Mrs Day, who has been
doing the work of the* department
since the death of the* List Superinten-
dent. Mesdames Watson and Kidd
were appointed delegates to the c oin-
ing Convention, and Mrs Scanlon s
motion and the* election of N.Z Of-
ficers voted upon. A resolution of
sympathy was passed with M's Wat-
son who had lost one of her ons at
the Front. Greetings to the Vnion
were received from Mrs Crump, late
President.

A meeting was held it Richmond on
the following day, February <>th ; there
were nine present, Miss Weymouth
presiding. A resolution of deep sym-
pathy widi Mrs Watson n the loss of
her son was pa-sed by the members
present. On the suggestion of Miss
Weymouth, it was resolved that the 1

Richmond members a- a l nion should
take up Hand of Hop work, the ques-
tion to be considered at the next meet-
ing. One new member joined. The
monthly Int# rcessoiy Service has been
continued through the holidays,
though the attendance has been small.

PKTONK.
February i. Meeting held. A fair

number present, Miss Kirk presiding.
A vote of sympathy was passed to the
family of the late Mrs Kirk who was
a very ardent worker for the Society
in past years. Mrs Hurd was appoint-
ed delegate for the forthcoming Con-
vention to be held at Wanganui in
March.

February 16. A very pleasant At
Home was held at the residence of
Mrs Hope; Mrs Rouse, President, was
in the chair. There were twenty
present, including Mrs Peryman
(Editor of the “White Ribbon”). Mrs
Peryman.and Mrs Battersb} gave very
investing speeches. Recitations
were given by Mrs Cole and Macter
I). Hope, which were very well re-
ceived. There were also gramophone

selections, after which afternoon tea
was handed round. A vote of thanks
was accorded the hostesses (Mesdames
Hope and Cole) for the pleasant after-
noon provided.

GRKYTOWN.
Feb. 23. I he President (Mrs

Whincop) in the* chair, 8 members and
i visitor being pre*sent. The* “W.R.”
Agent receive 1 order> foi one dozen
extra Convention numbers. The fol-
low resolution sent to Hon. James
Allen and local paper: “In view of
the fact that the* physical and moral
fitness of the soldiers are seriously
impaired by the us#- of alcohol, the
Women’s Christian temperance Union
of Greytown urges the Minister of
Defence to take steps to restrict the
opportulitit 3 affonled to soldiers of
obtaining intoxicating liquor, and in
th s connection n earnestly begs the
Minister to prohibit the practice of
‘ Treating. ’ ”

PONSONBY.
Union reassembled Febiuary 10th; a

good attendance. W ith very great
pleasure we welcomed our President,
Dr. Florence K.dler, who has just re-
turned from a visit to America, where
she has been very busy gaining infor-
mation r<* children’s hospitals. Her
home-c oming is very s.ul. Dr. P. M.
Ki ller, her husband, having developed
pneumonia on the homeward route.
We sincerely hope he may soon be re-
stored to health. Miss Henderson’s
circular received and adopted. The
Hon. Minister of Defence, in reply to
a previous resolution on the subject of
“shouting,” hoped the Union would
use their personal influence to urga*
the men to abstain from the use of
intoxicants. (While our Government
license the sale thereof, strange an-
omaly!) Flu* present N.Z. officers
were nominated for another year.
Postponed election of Union’s officers
then took place: Pres., Mrs J. H.
Fountain; Sec., Mrs (ieo. Plummer;
Treas., Mrs M. A. Hailey.

TOKOMARU BAY.
Meeting took place on 1 uesday,

15th February. For the greater con-
venience of members, it was arranged
to meet the second Friday of each
month. Resolved to send a tele gram,
in accordance with the New Zealand
Secretary’s suggestion, heartily en-
dorsing pro; osed measures with re-
gard to “treating. Resolved that
this Hr.mi h do all possible to further
the signing of the petition against
treating sent out by the No-Liccnse
League. A resolution of sympathy
with Miss Woodhead, who has been
seriously ill, was also passed.

WELLINGTON CENTRAL.
At the monthly meeting on Friday,

’Sth February, the following resolu-
tions were passed That this meet-
in*' desires to express its sincere sym-
pathy with the family of the late Sirs
dui: in the recent loss of their mother,

who for many years took an active
part in the work of the W.C.T.U”
“That the Minister of Defence be
earnestly request# •! to follow the ex-
ample of the Home authorities and
make it a penal offence for any person
to pay for or give liquor to a soldier
in uniform.” Surprise and regret
were expressed by members that so
muc h evidence of excessive drinking
among soldiers on leave was stdl ap-
parent. Remits for the forthcoming
Convention at Wanganui were disc uss-
ed, Mrs McDonald being elected
delegate.

KAIAPOI.
At a meeting of the above Union,

held on 23rd February, the following
resolution was carried unanimously:—
“ The members of the Kaiapoi Distric t
Women’s Christian Temperance
Union having .he interests of our re-
turned soldiers at heart, and realising
that although the peril to our sol-
diers through drink was grave enough
before they went away, it is now
aggravated under the conditions in
which they find themeslves when they
come back, we earnestly and urgently
request the Minister of Defence to (1)
immediately prohibit the practice of
‘shouting’ for soldiers by making it
illegal, (2) to make it a penal offence
for anyone to furnish liquor to sol-
diers in uniform, (3) to plc.ce all hotels
near soldiers’ convalescent camps out
of bounds.

WANGANUI EAST.
Usual monthly meeting held Febru-

ary 25th. the President occupying the
chair. Business in connection with
forthcoming Convention was discuss-
ed. Mrs James was appointed dele-
gate to represent Union at Conven-
tion. Arrangements in connection
with essay for school children were
left in the hands of Mrs Andrew. A
discussion took place re “tieating”
soldiers, and in accordance with the
wishes of our N.Z. Cor. Sec., Miss
Henderson, the following resolution
was passed unanimously : —“That this
Wanganui East Branch of the
W.C.T.U. views with deep concern
the deplorable practice of ‘shouting’
for our wounded soldiers, as their
recovery is greatly retarded; at the
same time the foundation of much
after-evil is laid, therefore we respect-
fully ask the Hon. J. Allen, Minister
for Defence*, to introduce legislation
that will make the practice of ‘shott-
ing ’ or ‘treating’ soldiers illega'..”
The resolution was at once forwarded
to the Hon. J. Allen. We are sorry to
report our Secretary and Treasurer
(Mrs Andrew) is laid aside through
illness.

CHRISTCHURCH.
The usual fortnightly meeting of the

Christchurch W.C.T.U. was held on
Wednesday, February 23rd, Mrs J.
McCombs in the chair. It was
unanimously resolved: “That in view
of the fact that the physical and
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moral efficiency of the soldiers are
seriously impaired by the u>e of alco-
hol, the Minister of Defence should
be urged to restrict the opportunities
afforded to soldiers of obtaining in-
toxicating liquor, and that he should
be especially urged to prohibit the
practice of shouting.” In this con-
nection, it was decided that a deputa-
tion from the Union should wait upon
the Hon. Jas. AHen, Minister of De-
fence. Mrs 1). McKee and Miss
Roberts were appointed delegates to
the National Convention, and it was
resolved th.it the delegates should be
instructed to support the proposal
that the N.Z. Women’s Christian Tem-
perance l nions should present a
motor held kitchen or some similar
gift to the Defence authorities for the
use of our soldiers at the Front. Mrs
Pedler reported that arrangements had
been made to give a tea and concert
to the inmates of the Jubilee Home.
Members were asked to bring “bas-
kets,” as usual. Miss Henderson was
appointed (General Superintendent for
Red Cross work.

TINWALD.
Feb q. The monthly meeting of

the Tinwald ■ Branch was held in the
Presbyterian Church. The President
(Mrs Stevenson) presided over a good
attendance. The members were
strongly in favour of Mrs Scanlon’s
motion re proxies having the same
privileges as delegates at Convention.
A letter from Miss Henderson was
read, and after discussion, the fol-
lowing resolution was carried:-
“That this meeting of W.C.T.U.
heartily supports any measure brought
forward to prevent ‘shouting’ for sol-
diers.” Miss Hickman was elected
Kvangelistic Superintendent, with Mrs
Smith to assist. Two new members
were initiated. It was decided to or-
der a dozen copies of “White Ribbon”
with Convention report in, and dis-
tribute among the members, with a
view to getting more subscribers.
The meeting closed with prayer.

WELLINGTON CENTRAL.
On Thursday, 2nd March, Mrs

Huffam, of Oriental Bay, gave an
“At Home’’ on, behalf of the Welling-
ton Central W .C.T.l’. After a song
by Miss Chapman, Mrs Adjutant
Green, wife of the Salvation Army
chaplain in Egypt, gave an interesting
address, touching on various phases
of social questions. Mrs Green
spoke of effect of home training and
the need of more pravrr in the family.
'The good effect of this training had
been seen among our soldiers .when
called upon to face the last foe—

death. In their extremity men had
repeated texts of Scripture and verses
of hymns learnt years before. In re-
spect to the drink question, Mrs Green
urged women to adopt the motto,
“New Zealand, Christian and sober.”
The war had shown that the motto
should be applied to the world, which
ought to be Christian and sober. It

was wrong to blame God for the* awful
war that was deluging Europe in
blood. The nations had been plunged
into war, not by God, but by the am-
bition of the War-Lord. When Mrs
Green had been thanked for her ad-
dress, afternoon tea was handed
round.

Tl MARI’.
Feb. 2<>. Mrs Rule* (President)

pret Aed, attendanc e fair. Annual
Ciaie Roll picnic held at Caroline
Bay oil the 24th, about 40 mothers and
their little* ones present. The mem-
bers provided refreshments and fruit.
Plunket nurse gave a most interesting
talk to the mothers. Mrs Howard,
Mrs Trott, and Mrs Rule also spoke .1

few words of advice. Mrs Wallace
sent in her report re visits to the hos-
pital. Mrs Jennings and Mrs
Brooker apj ointed hospital visitors
for March. Mrs Rule read some ex-
tracts on the work of Miss Willard.
Mrs Brooker read a paper on the*
twofold nature of C hrist. Mr and
Mrs Good sent in a good report on
the work of the Rest for the* month.
A resolution was passed and >ent to
Mr Allen, Minister of Defence, urg-
ing him to bring in a measure imme-
diately prohibiting the practice of
“shouting” for soldiers.

WANGANUI.
There was a good attendance at

tin* monthly meeting. Business was
all in connection with coming Con-
vention. Conveners of different com-
mittees have their work well in hand.
Sixty names of visiting delegates are
in to date, hut others coming in each
dav. The* intention is to have the*
public welcome on Wednesday, 15th, at
7.A0 p.rn., and a picnic up the river
on the* Saturday. One visitor from
Napier was welcomed. Three new
members joined.

OXFORD.
Feb. 2(). President in the chair.

Motions of sympathy were passed
with Mrs Osborne in the* death of h<*r
mother, and with Mrs Lyons in the
death of he*r son at Gallipoli. Decid-
ed to send a delegate to Convention.
A letter was received from the A. and
i\ Association asking the Union to
cater for the Show on April 6th. It
was agreed to do so on the u>ual
terms. Decided to accept Mrs
Caverhill’s offer of .1 juvenile concert
party in aid of the proposed field kit-
chen for New Zealand soldiers at the
Front. The Secretary to telegraph
to the Minister of Defence drawing
his attention to the resolution lately
forwarded to him condemning the
“shouting” of alcoholic drinks to sol-
diers. The President, op behalf of
the Union, welcomed Mrs Long, the
newly-appointed Vice-President. It
being Willard Day, Mrs Gainsford
read an interesting account of the life
of Frances W illard. A meeting of
willing workers to be held at Mrs T.
Gainsford’s, March 7th, to make ar-

rangements for the Show. Miss
Caverhill (Treasurer) handed in £so
to the: .local Red Cross, profits
from the* afternoon tea on Boxing
Day.

MATAURA.
Attendance good .it Tcbniar) meet

ing. Mrs Reid opene*d the* meeting.
Plunket Nurse* Every delivered
an address cm the* care of
the little* one-, which was mueh
appreciated. A hearty ve>te* of
thanks was accorded he*r. A tele-
gram was sent to the* Minister for De-
fence calling upon him to use* his
power to prohibit shouting” for in-
tuxi oils tor men wearing the* King's
uniform. One new membe r joined at
e lose if me*eting.

BLUFF.
Meeting on Friday alternoon, when

there was a good attendance* of mem-
bers. Several matters of business
were discussed, including petitioning
Parliament for the* early closing of
liejuor bars.

NGAERE.
Meeting held at Mrs Me Milloms’s

residence. The*re* was a large* at-
tendance of members ;.nd several
visitors from other Unions were pre*-
sent. Mrs Morison, Flower Mission
Superintendent, reported that during a
recent visit to Wellington slu* had in-
terviewed Mrs Luke*, Mayoress, with
the* idea of gaining a he*tte*r i<le*a of
Keel Cross woik. The members of
our Union have for many months past
been constantly at work tor th s cause.
Convention bu>inis> w*> discussed,
and instiuctions given t* our delegate.
It is regrettable that so tew of our
member*, are* able to attend Conven-
tion.

MATAKAXA.
Jan. 6. Cradle Roll and Band of

Hope picnic held in a small bay on
the* Matakana River. 'The picnickers
we*re* taken over in launches, and the*
children played upon the* x mds and
paddled in the* x,dt w iter. Rac es
were* he*lel till each one had won a
prize*. After tea, the* laune he*s took
their passengers home*, afte*r spend-
ing a pleasant afternoon.

Jan. 27. We* welcomed Mrs E.
Morrison, a member of the* Warkworth
W.C.T.U., who kindly came to read
he*r paper on “Woman; He*r Power,”
which wax followed by a short address,
and both were* thoroughly appreciated
by all present. Our President re-
turne*d thanks to our v’xitor, and af-
ternoon te*a was handed round.

GISBORNE.
First meeting of the year held Feb-

ruary 2e)th, 18 pre-ent. Vice-Presi-
dents appointed, also several heads of
departments. Mrs Goffe appointed
delegate to Convention Deeide*d to
hold a “Treasurer’s Day” in conjunc*
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tion with our May meeting, so that
members will find it easier to remem-
ber their subscriptions. Annual
balance-sheet read and adopted,
showing a balance of over £s, with a
membership of 66, In regard to Miss
Henderson’s letter, asking Unions to
pass resolutions at February meeting,
finding we were too late to help in
that way, wc arranged to send the
following wire to Mr Allen at once: —

“Gisborne and Tokomaru W.C.T.U.
congratulate you on opinions express-
ed re ‘shouting,' and hope you will be
able to entirely end the practice.”

STRATFORD.
Feb. 10. Attendance fair. Sent

following letter to Hon. J. Allen, Min-
ister for Defence: -‘‘We the members
of the W.CT.U., Stratford, most
earnestly appeal to you to prohibit the
practice of ‘shouting’ for our soldiers
by the public. This mistaken kind-
ness is the cause of mu< h trouble and
disgrace to those whom we should
hold in honour for the sacrifices they
are making. Me also respectfully
urge that the sale of intoxicating
drink to men wearing the King’s uni-
form be prohibited, and the order
strictly enforced.” Also inserted in
local paper. Letter of thanks from
War Refugees Committee for box of
clothing sent by Stratford Union.
Mrs Lee-Cow ie’s scheme re ambu-
lance work heartily taken up. All
N.Z. officers were nominated for re-
election. Mrs Reeve was chosen as
delegate at Convention in March. An
additional ios was voted to Organis-
ing Fund. Arrangements made for
Harden Party to be held on February
24th to commemorate Frances Willard
Day. Two new members joined. De-
cided to order one dozen “White Rib-
bon” Convention numbers for distri-
bution.

On February 24th a Garden Party
was held at the residence of Mrs
Cameron, Kegan Street, to comme.no-
rate Frances Willard Day. Owing to
various counter-attractions, the at-tendance was not as large as was an-
ticipated. Ihe President read Mrs
Lee-Cow ie’s letter re matter of rais-
ing funds for ambulance work, and
Miss Maunder, of Haw era, gave a
short addres- on this subject, suggest-
ing that a regimental kitchen would
be a very useful gift to the men in
the trenches. One member enrolled.
Good collection in aid of the World’s
Missionary Fund, 16s.

KAIKORAI.
Monthly meeting on Friday, :sthFebruary, the President (Mrs Martin)

presiding. A visit was paid by Mrs
Don, the Dominion President, who
spoke on W.C.T.U. work as at pre-
set, also business in connection with
coming Convention to be held during
March at Wanganui.

WARKWORTH.
Feb. 24. Ten members present.

Mrs Hamilton presided, and began by
reading 1 Corinthians, chap. 13, fol-

lowing it with a short reading from
the beginning of James Drummond’s
book, “The Greatest Thing in the
World.” The meeting decided to
forward a letter of sympathy to Mrs
McKinney, who, three weeks previous,
met with an unpleasant accident while
waiting to meet her soldier son re-
turning from the Front. The follow-
ing is a copy of a telegram sent that
day to the Minister for Defence:—
“The W ark worth Branch of the
W.C.T.U. passed a strong resolution
that the Minister for Defence be
urged to pass a stringent measure ab-
solutely preventing the practice of
‘shouting’ for soldiers.” It was also
decided to try to find suitable people
to take up Flower Mission and Cradle
Roll work. The meeting closed with
the Benediction.

WAIPUKURAU.
Dec. Annual meeting. Election

of officers. Reports from the differ-
ent officers and a review of our year’s
work. A resolution dealing with
“shouting” for soldiers was forwarded
to the Minister for Defence. Ip our
town>mp, at the present time, temper-
amt* workers aie much concerned over
the moving of the local hotel from its
present rather secluded position into
the very centre of the town, and
directly opposite what all consider a
very dangerous crossing. A strong
appeal was made against this, and was
sent to the local paper. The result
was a newspaper correspondence, in
which we came in for a little abuse;
we were even called “names.” Mrs
White was appointed delegate to Con-
vention. Mrs Nicholson is also
going as a visitor to gain knowledge
for us from the “shining lights” of
our Union.

GREYMOUTH.
February. Willard Day. A spe-

cially good attendance. Our Presi-
dent (Mrs Gaskin) gave a good open-
ing address, and introduced our
speakers. The Vcn. Archdeacon
York (who with Mrs York has just
returned from Kngland) gave us good
information on women’s work at pre-
sent in the Home Land. Ensign
Calcolt gave a temperance address.
Miss Parkinson gave us the training of
children. Miss G. White and Miss
C. Hopkins sang solos. Afternoon
tea was served. We have the pro-
mise of several new members as the
result of our afternoon.

SOUTH INVERCARGILL.
Feb. 8. Annual meeting field in

Amethyst Hall, attendance good. The
President (Mrs Paisley) spoke very
encouragingly to the members of the
good work done during the year, also
thanked all those who had helped at
the rest tent and tea rooms on Show
Day. Judging by the financial suc-
cess, the public must have appreciated
the W.C.T.IVs effort to provide a
good cup of tea. The folk wing offi-
cers were ejected Pres., Mrs Pais-
ley; Vice-Presidents, Mesdames Mor-

rison, Myers and Stobo * Sec., Mrs
Parkins; Treas., Miss Pyle; “W.R.,”
Mrs Sullivan; Press, Mrs James
Smart. Decided to celebrate Frances
Willard Day by a picnic. Mrs Hun-
ter and Mrs McAlister spoke on the
effort to help our boys at the Front by
providing a motor ambulance, Mrs
Cowie starting the list by giving a
house in Mary street valued at ,£SOO.
Mr Todd, auctioneer, offered to auc -

tion same free of charge.

STRATFORD.
March. The following sugges-

tions were submitted for the coming
Convention:—(lst) That all Branches
in the Dominion send a deputation to
the A. and P. Committee requesting
the abolition of the drinking booth at
the Shows, and that the Convention
recommend a substitute for this hide-
ous evil; (2nd) that very drastic means
be employed by Government to do
away with the shouting system; (3rd)
that the laws made for women and
children be more just.

PAHIATUA.
March 2. Frances Willard Day.

Drawing-room meeting held, Mrs Neal
(President) in the chair. Miss
Powell gave an interesting address on
the work of Frances Willard, and the
progress of the W.C.T.U. in many
lands, and made an earnest appeal
for new members. Two members
were initiated, and it was announced
that two others had joined du r ing
Miss Powell’s house to house visita-
tion. The following resolution was
carried, with one dissentient:—“That
in view of the* fact that the repeated
appeals of the Minister for Defence
have been utterly disregarded by a
section of the public, who still persist
in treating soldiers, to the injury of
their health and the disgrace of their
uniforms, this meeting, held under
the auspices of the W.C.T.U., Pahia-
tua, urgently requests the Minister for
Defence to immediately take steps to
render the practice of ‘shouting’ for
soldiers a penal offence.” Collection
for World’s W.C.T.U. Missionary
Fund, 265.

WELLINGTON DISTRICT.
'Willard l).i>” was celebrated on

February 17 in the Constable Street
Rooms, w hen the Rev. Know le>- Smith
was in the chair. The address was
given by Rev. Mr Pooh- (Fiji), and
was much appreciated. The follow-
ing resolution was unanimously pass-
ed at this meeting : —“That the Minis-
ter for Defence be asked that legisla-
tion be introduced immediately for-
bidding, under heavy penalties, the
practice of ‘shouting’ for soldiers,
vlany parts of the Empire have passed
‘anti-shouting’ legislation, and have
found, as a consequence, that the evil
of drunkenness is much lessened.”

The monthlv meeting was held on
Thursday, March 2nd, when Mrs
Houlder (President) was in the chair.
There was a good attendance of mem-
bers and friends. Mrs Boxall pro-
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posed: “That this meeting urges that
all hotels in Wellington district be
closed at 6 p.m. during war time, and
enters a strong protest against the
wet canteen.’’ Our delegates were
asked to take particular notice of the
L.T.L. at Convention, and if possible
to get one started here on their re-
turn. It was reported that all ar
rangements for the “Red Cross Tea"
were arranged satisfactorily.

HAMILTON.
Dec. 2. Annual meeting. The

President (Mrs J. M. Jones) in the
chair. There was a good attendance.
Report of the year’s work mas read
and adopted. Ten business, two
public, and seven home, evangelistic,
and missionary meetings a H been
held. The Hospital Committee had
visited the patients in the Public Hos-
pital every week, and distributed
flowers, magazines, etc. Most of
the members had assisted in sewing
for our wounded soldiers and Bel-
gians. In her address, the Presi-
dent urged those present to a more
united effort against the liquor trattn
and all forms of betting and gamb-
ling. The Treasurer’s report show-
ed credit balance—adopted. A mo-
tion of appreciation of Archdeacon
Cowie’s letter, in recent issue of
local paper, re censorship of picture
films, was adopted, the members feel-
ing that a good many of the moving
pictures contributed a grave menace
to the moral well-being of the rising
generation, and strongly urged a
strict Government censorship of pic-
tures. Follow ing officers elected
Pres., Mrs J. M. Jones (re-elected);
Sec., Mrs Auld; Treas., Mrs Jenkins.
Mrs Snow was re-elected Superinten-
dent of Home, Evangelistic, and Mis-
sionary Meetings. Hospital Com-
mittee re-elected. Mrs Henderson
r e-elected “White Ribbon” Agent.
Afternoon tea was served before the
meeting closed.

March 2. First meeting of year.
Mrs Jones presided over good attend-
ance. In a brief address, the Presi
dent made sonv* suggestions as to
work the members could take up this
year. She emphasised the import-
ance of and great need for more
prayer. Mrs Cumming gave a most
earnest Gospel address, and sang a
sat red song, which were much appre-
ciated by the ladies present. After-
noon tea was served, and two new
members were initiated.

PETONE.
The following officers were elected

for the year at Petone : —Pres., Mrs
Rowse; Vice-Pres., Mesdames Cor-
ner, McPherson, and Miss Kirk; Set.,
Mrs Burd; assist-Sec., Mrs A. Cole;
Treas., Mrs Donoghue; “W.R.”
Agent, Mrs Wilson; Cradle Roll. Mrs
Hope; Sick Visitors, Mesdames Mc-
Pherson and Murgatroyd,

A TEMPERANCE PARABLE.

A certain man was going down from
the cradle toward the grave; and he
fell among the liquor dealers, who
took away his money, his work, hi>
reputation, and his power to earn a
decent living, and turned him adrift
worse than dead. By chance a certain
moderate drinker tame that way, and
when he saw him he said: “A man
who cannot control his appetite is
better dead.” And he passed by on
the other side.

In like manner ;*ho a licensed
victualler, when he came to the place
and saw him, said: “The workhouse
for him. Let him break stones for
the city until he becomes sober.” And
he passed by on the other side.

But a certain Christian Temperance
fanatic, as he journeyed, came where
he was; and when he saw him he was
moved with compassion, and took him
home, and ministered to him and to
his family, and got him to sign tlx*
pledge, and found him work. Which
of these three, thinkest thou, was the
best of humanity?

THE BOTTLE THAT CHRISTENS
A SHIP.

V henever * c hip has been christen-
ed with a bolile of wine, those of us
who believe most s, ongly in prohibi-
tion have been ap to rejoice in the
fact that another bottle of wine had
gone inff) the water. “A good place
for it,” we have said. And some of
us have said: “What difference does
it make whether a is christened
with water or with wine? It’s a mere
formality: a rite. Why fus* about a
little thing?” But comes along the
Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union and puts a new light on the
matter. Consider, it urges, the root
meaning of the word “christening”:
“One of ine dictionary definitions of
to christen is: *to name, .1- .1 ship, b>
a ceremony likened to baptism.’ Al-
ways baptism in the Christian cere-
mony has been with water. If in
days gone by spirituous liquors were
supposed to give long life and to
bring good luck, the revelations of
science have thoroughly exploded that
theory. Water is a symbol of life;
alcohol, a symbol of disease, destruc-
tion and death, the enemy of life and
of efficiency; hence the christening of

any ship with champagne is an absur-
dity and an anachronism.' 1

Many will stand corrected by this
same view. We do, and we are glad
to take off our hats to the clever mind
in the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union that conceived this excellent
argument. -“Ladies’ Home Journal,”
January, 1916.

WOULDEST THOU?

Would’st thou be loved? From Love’s
all-potent chalice

Pour healing balm over hearts that
mourn and bleed,

And not a taint of envy, hatred,
malice—

But love pure, priceless love shall
be thy meed.

Would’st thou be brave? Gird up thy
loins, and duly

Do noble deeds that else were left
undone,

And valour's “Cross’’ thy breast shall
grace as truly

As ’twere in battle’s dread arena
won.

Would’st thou be happy? Fiver by
kindly ac tion

Relieve thy weaker brother of his
load,

So shall the bliss of Heavenly bene-
faction

B» thy sweet solace on Life’s
tortuous road.

Would'st thou be honoured and thy
name engraven

Deep on immortal hearts, not
crumbling stone?

Then lead thy comrades on to
honour’s haven,

And reign king on an Elysian
throne.

—Wm. Johns.
Parnell.
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Aatlburton. ‘2nd Tueadav, i.30 p.m., in Haring
Square Schoolroom; Pres., Mr* W. K. Watson, Bos
37; Rec. Sec., Mis* Trevui/oii, 169 Peter street;
Asst. Sec., Miss Win**, Short St.; Trees.. Mr* W.
T. l.il, Willowby; “ W.R." Supt , Miss Butterick,
Wakanui.

Auckland District, 2nd A 4th Wednesday 2.80
p.m., Central Mission Hall, Albert St.; Pres., Mrs
Cook, Point Kt., Mt. Kden; Cor. Sec.. Miss N.
Dewar, Pompalier Terr., Ponsonby; Rec. Sec., Miss
Kvan«, (J.F.S., Wellesley St: Treas., Mrs McLean,
Princepts St.. Grey Lynn; Org. Treat., Miss Dewar,
4 Pouipalier Terr., Ponsonby; “W.R.*’Agent Miss
Puduey, 16, Wallace St. Ponsonby.
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Blenheim District, Ist Tueaday, 8 p.m.; Pres.
Mm A. Jackson ; Sec., Mrs D. P. Sinclair, Box *27;
Treas., Mrs Hay, Stephenson Si.; Mothers’ Meeting
and Cradle Roll, Mesdames Brewer and Hancock;
"W.R.” Agent, Mrs W. Parker, Grove ltd.

Cambridge, flrst Tuesday in month, in Victoria
Hall, at 3 p.mi. ; Pr-s. Mrs W. Hogan: Vic< Pres.,
Mesdames P. Smith and Gow; Sec., Mrs A. T. Watson; Treas., Mrs C. 11. Rycroft; Cradle Roll, Mrs
M. Robert.

Christchurch District. Ro >-ns cr. Manchester
and Worcester Streets. Second and fourth Wed-
nesday; Pres., Mrs I. McCombs, *2B. Tui Street,
Fendalton; Cor. Sec., Mrs R. Day, Milford St., Ht.
Albans; Her. Sep.. Mrs Martin. ,24.'>, Madras Street ;
Treas.. Mrs Patterson, Latimer Square; **W.K.M

Bupt., Mrs Williams, 21, Philip Bt., Lin wood.

Dannevirke, 2nd Wednesday, Wesleyan
Schoolroom, 8 p.m.; Pres., Mrs W. F. Knight,
Tahoraiti: See., Mrs Wiseman, High St ; Treas.,
Miss Burdett, The Manse.

Dunedin District, Ist T i. -day, Congregali nal
Church Hal*, Moray Place, 8 p.m.; Pres., Mrs H.
H. Driver, “The Chalet," Newington; Cor. See.,
Miss Nicol, 16, William St. ; Rec. Sec., Miss
Ma/engarh, St’2. George St.; Treas., Miss Winnie
Reid, Bi*hap»court, Roslyn ; Rupt. Sailor Rest. Mrs
Pearson. Corner l nion and ( astle Streets; Supt.
Whitk Ribbon and Writing Pads, Mrs Anderson,
82. Duke St.; Press Cor., Miss L. Nell, 5, Park St.

Devon port. 1 uni. Thur- lay. Wesleyan School-
room, 8 p.m,; Pres., Mrs G. H. Mann, Parsonage,
Church St., Devonport. Auckland; Vice-Pres., Mrs
Veats, Hurstmere Rd.. Takapuna; Sec., Mrs A.
Little. 81 Church St.; Treas., Miss I.e Roy, Water-
viaw Rd., Stanley Bay

Feildinq. Ist St. Paul's Hall;
Pres., Miss Moore, c o Mr. W. H. Bain, Feilding;
Roi- Sec Mrs B lg< M ■ r.- 4 mM » 1 tat I'reas.,
Mrs Williamson, The Hill; “W.R." Agent, Mrs
Burnley; Railway Box, Mrs Shearer.

Gisborne last I
Prrshytenan Schoolroom; Pres , Mrs A. Graham,
Haiti; Cor. B**c., Mrs F.J. Wilkes, 466 Gladstone Rd.;
Rec. Sec., Mrs F. S. Malcolm, Aberdeen Rd,;
Treas., Mr< Goffe, Ormond Rd. ; “W.R." Agent, Mrs
D. W. Coleman.
Gravmou th I) -'rut. last Tu* lay at 3 p.m.,
la Bailor's Ksst Hall Prsi Mrs Gaskin; Bsc.,
Mrs J. Hav» s, Tainui St. : Tress., Mrs Swostinsn :
I Ribbon A Brawn.
(iri’N t ou n.
hyterian Sunday School. President. Mrs Whinoop;
Secretary, Mrs Banks; Treasurer, Mrs W. A. Tate;
W.R. Agent, Miss MeWhinney.

Hamilton
Rooms, *2.30 p.m.; Pres , Mrs.!. M. Jones, Clande-
lands; Sec., Mrs W. Auld ; Treas., Mrs Jenkins,
Clandelands.

HastingH, ’ini Wed' In. St. Andrews Hall,
8 p.m.: Pres., Mrs Harrison, 802 Gray’s Rd.; Hon.
Sec., MrsOrifliths, Market St.; Treas., MrsCollinge,
Riverslea; Fvangelistic, Mrs Stewart; Purity. Mrs
Martindale; Maori Work, Miss McKeown; ‘‘W.R.’’
Agent, Mrs Gray.

Inverearflill District, Ist Tuesday. 3 p.m. inAllen’s Hall; Pres., Mrs C. H. Macalister, Glad-
stone; Vioe-Pren.. Mrs Baird, Mrs J. McKenzie. Mrs
Lee-Cowie and Mrs Garreit; Sec., Mrs F. J. Lilli-
crap, Earn Street; Treas., Mrs -lames Hunter. 110,
Don Bt.; "W.R." Agent, Mrs Hunter, 110, Don
Street.
Kalapoi W.C.T. 11. asternhly Rooms.
Union meets last Wednesday in the month. 2.H0
p.m. Pres., Mrs Rrighting ; Bee.. Miss Blackwell,
"The Willows"; Treas., Mrs T. G. Blackwell;
Mlits Ribbon Bupt., Mrs Ward.

Kaikorai.
Hall, Kaikorai; Pres.. Mrs Martin, Main Rd.; See.,
Mrs Hamilton, Mam Rd.,; Tress., Mrs Somerville,
Shetland Ht.; Cradle Roll, Miss Gardner, William
Bt., Roslyn; "W R." Agent, Mrs Somerville, Shet-
land St.

Lyttelton. Ist W< dnesday, Presbyterian School-
room ; Pres., Mrs Whitby; Sec., Mrs Bromley ;
Treas., Mrs Clark ; “W.R." Agent, Miss F.lsie
Clark, " Waratah,” W. Lyttelton.

Manaia, ‘2nd Friday, Methodist Church; Pres.,
Mrs J. J. Patterson : Vice-Prea , Mcsdames Prakm
son and Hunt; Treas., Miss York ; See., Miss Craig ;
Cradle Roll, Miss Ricketts; “W.R " Supt., Mrs
Hunt.

Massterton,
, Ist Tuesday, Knox Hall, Bpm.;

Pres., Mrs Devonport ; Sec., Mrs M. Flanagan, 4
Cole Street; Treas., Mrs Sutherland; White
Romos '“'Up*., Mrs Russell.

Matakana, Brd Thursday, Presbyterian Church,
2.80 p.m.; Pres., Mrs Witten, Tawharanui ; Vice-
f’rea. Mrs A. Roke ; Sec., Mrs E. Roke; Treas.,
Mrs Melville: Cradle Roll, Mrs Eylon; *‘W.R."
Agent, Miss Tindall.

Mo»qiel, Meets in Presbyterian Hall, 2nd Tues-
day at 3.45 p.m. Pres., Mrs pinfold; Sec., Mrs
Wilson; Treas., Mrs Acoeraoll; “W.R.” Agent, Mrs
Morton.

Xnpie- District, Ist Tuesday, Willard Insti-
tute, ( arlyle St., 8 p.m. Pres. Mrs Q. W Venables,
A'bridge Rd ; Rec. Sec., Mrs F. Freeman, Eat bam
St.; (’or. Sec., Mrs Ingrain, Macdonald St.; Treas.
Mrs S. Clare, Morris St.; Asst. Treas., Mrs Mens;
Vice-Presidents, Mesdames Dodds, Oldham and
Freeman; Home Meetings, Mrs Hall, Park Road;
Supt. ( nolle Roll and Flower Mission, Mrs Walker,
Nelson Cres.; Purity, Mrs Oldham.

Nqaruawahia, Ist Tuesday, *2.80 p.m. Presby-
terian Church; Pres., Mrs T. E. French; Vice-
Pres., Mrs L. Bycroft and Mrs Vincent; Sec.,
Mr' W. A. Porter; Treas., Mrs 8. Whitburn;
Supt. Cradle Roll and vV. R., Mrs Kendall.

Mew Plymouth District, la-t Wednesday, 8
p.m.. Good Templar Lodgeroom ; Pres., Mrs Allen
Douglas, Pandarvea Bt.; See., Mrs W. Bruee.
2.">1 Molesworth St.; Treas., and W.R. Agent, Miss
Taunt, Victoria Rd.
Norman by. Second Wednesday, 2 p.m., Social
Hall; Pres., Mrs Scott; Vice-Prea., Mrs Butler and
Mrs Clement; Sec., Mrs Saunders; Treas., Mrs
Lynn; Cradle Roll, Mrs K. Hall; White Ribbon,
Mrs Dickson; Literature, M rs Hayward.

Noravwood, 3rd Wednesday, 2 p.m.; Pres.,
Mrs Oliver ; Sec.. Miss A. E. Olsen. “Willow Park";
Treas., Mrs S. Frederickson; “W.R." Agent, Miss
M. OLen, “Willow Park."

Nelson District, Second Tuesday, Temperance
Hall, 3 p.m.; Pres.. Miss Atkinson. Fairfield: Sec.,
Mrs Knapp. Alfred St.; Treas, Mrs A. Brown,
Weka st.; “W.R." Agent, Mrs Whitford, Mount St.

Opotiki, ‘2nd Thursday, St. John’s Hall, 8 p.m.,
Pres., Mrs J. G. Murray; Sec., Mr« J. R. Sinclair;
Tn-as. and Supt. “W.R," Mrs Holman, Otafa: Supt.
L.T.L., Mrs Goodull; Cradle Roll, Mrs Pearson.

Oxford, last Tuesday, *2.80 p.m., Coronation
Mall; Pres., Mrs O. Rvde, Cooper’s Creak; Sec.,
Mrs Coiayns, Hast Oxford: Treas., Miss Caverhill;
"W.R." Supt., Mrs D. Hawke; Cradle Roll Supt,,
Mrs Gainsford, senr.

Palmerston S. District, lat Friday, St.
Andrew’s Schoolroom, 3 p.m.; Pres., Mrs Crahb,
Fitzherbert St.; Cor. Sec., Mrs Hills, Cuba St.;
Rec. Sec., Mrs Hodder, 4H Ferguson St. ; Treas.,
Mrs Clausen, Cook 8t : White Ribbon Supt., Mrs
Holbrook, 41 Waldegrave Bt.

Petone, let Tuesday, Church of Christ, Hydney
St., 8.30 p.m.; Pres., Mrs Bowse, Cdy St.; Vice-
Pres., Miss Kirk, Mesdames Corner and McPherson ;
Sec., Mrs Burd, 87 Cuba St ; Treas., Mrs Dono-
ghue; Cradle Roll, Mrs Barrow; Flower Mission,
Mrs McPherson; Home Meetings, Mrs Ashby;
White Ribbon Agent, s!rs Wilson; Literature
Mrs James.
Ponsonby, ’2nd Thursday, ‘2.80 p.m., Queen’s
Hall, Paget St.; Pres., Dr. F. Keller; Vice-Proa., Mrs
C. 1 Harris, Mrs C. R. Vickers, and Miss Caley ;

Sec.. Mrs Plummer,CoronationRd.,Epsom; “W.R.”
Supt., Mrs Plummer; Treas., Mrs M. A. Bailey,
Ponsonby.

Pukekohr, Methodist Church, Ist Thursday, 8
p.m.; Pres , Sirs Frost; Hec., Mrs Haslem ; Cor.
Sec, Miss Usher; Treas., MrsComrie; “W.R."
Supt., Miss Goldsworthy.

Hanqiora, hut Friday, ante-room of Institute
Hall, ‘2.45 p.m.; Pres., Mrs Cobden Cox, High St.;
Sec. and Treas., Mrs Patchctt, Southbrook,

Sheffield. Ist Wednesday, *2.80 n.m., Road Roard
Office; Pres., Mrs Mcllraith, Anna!; Rec., Mrs
Pettit, Kirwee; Treas.. Mu W. Kennedy, Annat.

Stratford, lit Thursday, 8 pm., Meth< <*i*.
Church; Pres., Mrs Reeve; Vice-Pres., !-Jrs 1,.
Lily; Rec., Mrs Reeve, pro. tern.; Treas., Mrs
Hirdsall.

Takvpuna. Ist Thursday, *2 30 p.tn., Taknpuna
Methodist, and Milford Baptist, alternately. Pres.,
Mrs Fullj&me*, E.ast Coast ltd.; Sec., Mrs Carter,
Lake Town Rd.; Trims., Miss ltushhrook, Milford.

Timaru District, last Tues toy, 7 Hop.m., \rcade ;
Prt‘s., Mrs Rule, North Rt. ; Sec., Miss M. Avison,
Victoria St.; Treas., Mrs Cave, Raymond St.;
Evangelistic and Press, M s Lamb; Cradle Roll,
Mrs Valentine, Maori Work. Mrs Butcher, Wai iti
Rd.; Whitf Ribbon Agent, Mrs Stead, Sailor’s Rest.

Tuakau, ‘2nd Thursday, Methodist Church, ‘2.80
p.m. Pres., Mrs Hunter; Vice Pres., Mesdames
Madi)l, Lee, Long and Graham; Sec., Mrs C. By-
croft; Treat., Mrs Goldsmith : Supt Band of Ho; e.
Miss Worthington; Supt Cradle Roll, Miss Burns;
Whitf Ribbon Supt., Miss l)wcn.

Taneatua, ‘2nd Thursday, in Presbyterian
Church, at 8 p.m.; Pro* , Mrs Yeoman: Vice-Pres.,
Mrs Raven; Sec. Mrs Johnson ; Treas., Mrs Main;
Whitf Kibhon Agent, Mrs Schofield.

Wdimate, ‘2nd Wednesday, in Knox Church
Hall, at 3 o'clock; sec., Mrs Geo. Bash, Box ‘27,
P.0.; Treas., Mrs H. J. Hitchens, “Te Rangi,”
Mill Rd.; “W.R." Bupt.. Mrs G. 11, Graham, Rhodes
Bt.

Vt'aipawa, 4th Tuesday, 3 p.m.: Pres. Mrs Jas.
Bibhy; Vice-Pres., Mesdames McLean, Bott, and
Maslin; Hee., Mrs H. McLean; T>cas , Miss
Johnson; Whitk Ribbon Supt., M.r S. Bott.

Wanganui Kant meets alternately in Hapt.-t
and Presbyterian Churches, last Friday at 8 p.m.;
Pres., Mrs Andrews; Cor. Sec., Mrs Hicks; Rec.
Rec., Mrs I>uxHeld. Okoia. Wanganui : Treas., Mrs
McLeod. Wanganui K.

Wanganui District, Ist Friday 2.30 p in. Trinity
Church Parlour, Pres., Mrs Blnniires; ('or. Sec

,

Mrs J. McKenzie, 40 Wilson St.. ; Rec. Hee., Miss
MeAnemy; Treas., Mrs Riddells; “W.R.” Supt.,
Mrs VV. Grant.

Warkworth. la-t T!r i -lay, ‘2 m pin., Bchool-
rooin. Methodi-t Church : Pres., Mrs Hamilton,
The Grange; Rec.. Mr*- MiM. r; Treas., Mrs Cox;
“W.R.” Agent, Mrs C. Morrison; Supt. Cradle
Roll, Mrs Miller.

Winchniore, Ist Wednesday. ::o p.m.; Pres.,
Mrs Hanson; Vice-Pres., Mr- Prehhle, Mrs Blair
and Mrs Mcllroy: Rec., Miss Shearer, Ash-
burton: Treas., Mr Moore; Whitf Ribbon Agent
Mrs Glassey.

Wellington District. Ist Thursday. 3 p.m.,
Rooms, Constable St. ; Pres., Mrs Hnulder, 10H
Wallace St.; Rec., Mrs Spearman, 6 Dawson St.,
Berhampore; Treas.,Mrs Ilrackenridge, 45Waripori
Rt.; White Ribbon Supt., Mrs Webb, Hall Hf.

Girl’s Association Rooms, Cor stable St., Newtown.
Evening Classes and Socials. All girls invited.

Wellington Central, d 1 ridnv, 3 p.m.,
Alliance Rooms. Manners Rt.; Pres., Mrs A. R.
Atkinson, Wadestown; Cor. Sec., Mrs E.vans,
Abel Smith St. Bee. Sec., Mrs Port, 1 ‘iru- st. ;
Treas. Mrs Helyer, Oriental Bay; White Ribbon
Bupt., Mrs Port, Austin St.

Waipuklirau. ‘2nd 'l'hui-day St Andrew’s Hall,
8 p.m.; Pres., Mrs Hopkirk; Vice-Pres, Mrs
Harding and Mrs Nieholson; Sec.. Mrs H. Erench,
Main Rt.: Treas., Mrs Robinson; Organist, Miss
Moffat.
Woodville, meets 4th Tu* sd.ty, 3 p.m., in
Ormond Rt. Hall; Pres.. Mrs Perkins, Boss Rt.;
Vice-Pres., Mrs T. Jackson; Rec., Mrs Thomp-
son, Fox Street; Treas., Mrs Davie, Station
Rt.; Cradle Roll. Mrs Cole; "W.R." Agent. Mrs
Thompson, Fox Rt.
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