
*»I. A unanimous resolution was par-
sed that Dominion Convention he held
as usual next year. Resolved to send
a box of Cniistmas cheer next year.
A sum of money was voted for prizes
for best temperance essay written in
Ngaere S< hool.

PALMERSTON NORTH.
Dec. Annual meeting. The Pre-

sident, Mrs Crabb, in the chair. I h«*
reports presented showed advance in
every department of the work. Ihe
membersnip had been increased by 70,
the total now being 102. Two meet-
ings had been held regularly every
month, besides a sewing meeting
weekly for relief work. Patriotic ap-
peals had not been neglected. Over
i(K> sand bags had been made and
contributed. Agi od deal of help had
been given to St. John Ambulant e and
the hospital ships. At the “All Na-
tions’ hair” at the Show £74 had
been handed over to the Patriotic So-
ciety, the proceeds of a Cooked hood
Stall, run by W.C.T.U. Teilding
helped in this. L.T.L. meetings have
been < arried on in three different cen-
tres, and scientific temperance instruc-
tion has not been forgotten. rhe tea
room run at the Show augmented our
finances in good fashion, and we end
the year with a substantial balance.
In fact, in everything we spell success,
and thank (iod for it, and also for
g.ving us a live President. Officers
lor coming year:—Pres., Mrs Crabb;
V.P .. M 1 - Allman, M 1 - Carter, M 1 -
Ritchie, Miss Sorley; Cor Sec., Mrs
Hills; Rec. Sec., Mrs Hodder; educa-
tional Meetings, Mrs Horn;, Evangelis-
tic, Mrs Raintorth; “White Ribbon”
and Notable Days, Mis Holbrook;
Relief Work, Mrs Allman; Home
Meetings, Mrs Young ; Moral Instruc-
tion, Mrs Crabb; L. i .L., Mrs Carter;
Literature, Mrs llulbert and Miss
Thomson; Cradle Roll, Miss Parker-
Smith ; Rest Room, Mrs 11.1 Is ; Sc ien-
tific 'temperance, Mrs Ritchie; Hos-
pital Visiting, Mrs Sanson; Press
Correspondence, Miss Sorley.

NGAERE.
Jan. 4. Meeting at Mrs K. Tar-

rant’s; attendance good. Convention
matters were discussed, and Mrs M.
T. Phillips appointed delegate. Let-
ters on Convention read from “White
Ribbon.” Decided to hold the
Cradle Roll picnic on January 1 St h at
Mrs K. Tarrant’s. Proposed that a
letter of sympathy be sent to Mr and
Mrs J. Robertson, of Stu.irt Road.

In all my experience, both at home
and in South Africa, I have found that
the regiments that were the best in
discipline, in the field, and in the bar-
racks were the regiments that were
best known for temperance. They
were more reliable th.in the others,
and they were certainly every bit as
smart. —Field Marshal Methuen.

A SPIRITUAL ARMING FOR
PEACE.

(Elizabeth Rotten.)

Day by day the human sorrow and
suffering upon this earth are growing
greater; with every hour the spiritual
burden which we women bear grows
heavier. Not one of us but grieves
for some loved one lorn from us in
the bloom of health, oi trembles for
those who have yet to be sacrificed,
however willing the sacrifice. A
common sorrow weaves a bond be-
tween all of us who share in it.
Women of .ill lands are going down
into the valley of tribula.ion, and
there in the awakening of our deepest
consciousness, of slumbering (‘mo-

tions only stirred in rare moments of
our existence, we come together in
common trouble and gather strength
for the common task whi. h the tur-
moil of the world lays on our shoul-
ders. We love our country wiih pas-
sionate love; we realise to the full its
special individuality, which has a
right to be perfectly respected. And
yet, at a moment when the ideal of
humanity stands in most imminent
danger, we women must, as far as in
us lies, strive to keep it safe and un-
sullied.

Amidst the death and horror,
amidst our anxict) for our loved ones,
and our deepened love and gratitude
towards our native land, we feel there

something at the bottom of our souls
stronger than all our differences,
which binds us more closely together
than before. We ask: What can we
women at such a time throw into the
scale to raise the dignity of mankind
to a higher level, even now when the
old order is being thrown down into
the dust? And though we have not
the right to order weapons to be laid
down, there i sone thing given us—a
thing nu»>t bitterly needed if the
spiritual and moral ravages of this
war are not to be still more disastrous
even than the loss of human life'. We
can and must put a stop to the' war-
fare of thoughtless words and poison-
ed utterances ; we must leave no waste
ground for international rancour to
bear its unhallowed fruits. Let us
women put forth all our powers of
heart and mind in this endeavour.
Let us draw strength from the
thought that in every land we have
sisters who with equal courage are
doing the same.

Peace is the one >• <>al of every army;
this we know, and learn from even
land. Hue we are threatened with
the disappearance from the interna-
tional consciousness of the knowledge
that peace is an inward state, not an
outward circumstance. The weapons
of war can only create the outward
possibility of peace; but peace itself,
if it is to be anything more than a
breathing space between wars,
on a deeper basis. Bit by bit this
basis is being undermined, and when
the hour comes to lay down arms, it
will find a generation of human beings
quite unprepared for peace. We
women must remember it is with
spiritual weapons that we must during
war itself fight the good fight for
peace. We must form an army,
courageous and far-sighted, led by
spiritual pioneers, whose work it is to
build a boldly planned and firmly
constructed bridge of communication,
across which those who are now divid-
ed by a world of misunderstanding
may send hostages to each other bear-
ing pledges of a new will to better
understanding. This is the spiritual
arming for peace. Vet nobody has
thought of recruiting a free company
for this service. Women, sisters of
all lands, let us create this army; let
us take up these weapons, labour in
abundance, and not a day but sum-
mons us afresh to the battlefield. No
time was ever so full of horror as the
present, but none ever offered so
much scope for the service of heart
and minds towards a better future.
Let each of u> work undauntedly in
her own circle to broaden it so that at
last the day must come when all these
broadening circles encounter one an-
other.

And let us live in this faith, that
those of our brothers, husbands, sons,
now bearing untold suffering in the
trenches for the sake of securing
peace for their native land, who shall
come back to us at the end of the
war, may labour afresh at the creation
of new values with which, for their
country’s weal, to enrich the common
treasury of humanity—those loved
ones will surely be grateful to us for
keeping alight the sacred flame, the
spiritual preparedness for th« peace
for which they have s'.aked their lives.

THE WHITE RIBBON. JANI'ARV iS, i<)|614

Tht "White Ribbon" Mill be posted
to any address on receipt of is 6d,
payable ie Mrs Poryman, Johnson*
villa.


