
Dunn** the year 1 have endeavour-
ed to keep a watchful eye on the at-
titude of local bodies in relation to
Sunday Concerts, .mm nu nts, and
other forms of Sabbath desecration;
and when necessary have entered an
emphatic protest, a- in the case of
the proposed ac tion of the City Coun-
cil in allowing a charge to be made
for the Artillery Concert, in Febru-
ary last.

1 think the W’.C.T.U. should pro-
vide up-to-date literatur on “Sabbath
Observance,” and that there is the
need of observing the S bbath more
strictly by Christian people.

Creyrr.OL'th Superint
dent, but individual members do what
thev can in this matter.

Wellington District Union. Supt. * f
S.O. reports: Have \ i-i ted shops
which have been open on the Sabbath ;

talked with the -hop keepers, distrib-
uted literature, waited upon the- Min-
ister of Justice (lion. A. L. Herdman)
and ho sent to the Sergeant of Police,
who took action, and a number of shop-
keepers were summoned tor Sunday
trading-. Had the gratification of see-
ing one* shop closed which was fre-
quented every Sunday by College lads
on their way to Church. Have writ-
ten to two Minister-’ A--o iations ask-
ing them to preach .1 sermon on "Sab-
bath Observance" onc e a quarter in
their respective Churehe-. Have* spok-
en to the* member- of Bible Classes,
also to the women in the Alexandra
Home*, urging them to “ Remember the
Sal bath Day t 1 keep it holy.

Before clo mg may I -uggest that
every member of this Convention will
do their uttermost to prevent labour
being done on the Sabbath Day; re-
membering it is Cod's (.ift to all His
creatures, and we have no right to
rob our fellows of their day of rest,
by using trams, trains, telephones,
or any thing w h : m n work on
God’s Hol\ Day.

E. A. BOX ALL,
Supt. “Sabbath Observance.”

WORK AMONG SEAMEN.
Dunedin. re

ceived from Mrs Pear-on, the Superin-
tendent of the department, from whic li
1 gather the following : —The Dunedin
“Rest” has been in existence twenty-
nine years. It ha- been the means
of helping a very large number of
“those who go down to the sea in
ships.” Spiritual help has always
been to the fore, and the workers are
able to prai-e God for untold blessing
on their work, which has been truly a
labour of love. The Missioner, Mr
Robertson, visits every deep water
vessel that comes into port, and all
on board are invited to visit the
“Rest” and make use of all its ad-
vantages. There are evangelistic
meetings, and meetings for recrea-
tion, a library, magazines, illustrated
and daily newspapers. It is much
used for letter writing, and it is not
too much to say that hundreds of let-

ters are written during the year,
which would not have been written
but for the provision made for them
at the “Rest,” keeping the men in
torn h wiHi home, and having a good
effect on their daily lives. Mrs Pal-
mer, the caretaker, i- never too busy
to make a cup of tea, and to mother
and attend her sailor boys. Mr
Robertson is assisted by a band of
willing workers. A d-bt of gratitude
is due to them for their unselfish and
purely voluntary labours. The Com-
mittee gratefully acknowledge the
proprietors of the “Dunedin St.ir”
for free copies dailv, also the proprie-
tor of the “Outlook" for weekly copy;
also the* many friends who have made
donations of books, magazines, and
illustrated papers, and to those good
friends whose annual contributions
make it possible for the* “Rest” to be
carried on. Also to the various coal
companies for their generous gifts of
coal during the* winter months.

Timaru. —The Timaru “Sailors’
Rest” still continues it> good work
under the able management of Mr
and Mrs Stead. (>7; sailors have
made 1244 visit- during the year. The
men arc able to read, write letteis,
and play games. They often express
to Mr Stead their appreciation of the
efforts made for their help and com-
fort. Wo have to thank the Winch-
more Union for a “comfort bag” so-
c ial evening, which was much enjoyed.
Bundle- of literature have been sup-
plied to the outgoing vessels. We
have to thank the* public of Timaru
for literature and donations towards
the funds, which meet all expenses.

Creymouth. Grcymouth reports a
good year at the* “Rest,” the* seamen
visiting the* port look upon it as their
home. The caretaker and his wife
receive many letters and post-card-'
from the* men, who look forward to
seeing them again. Several social
evenings have been held during the
year. Kleven pledges have been
taken. Flowers and papers have
been distributed. A successful picnic
was held on Labour Day, arranged by
the caretaker and hi- friends. A per-
fect dav was spent in the country, and
enjoyed bv all. The wreck of the
“Kairaki” i- feelinglv mentioned in
the report. Onlv a few days before
the caretaker’s little girl received a
post-card from one of the* men, telling
her they were looking forward to
having a good time at the “Rest.” A
room has been fitted up for the u-e of
men who may remain on -hore. Sun-
dav evening meetings arc held. San-
key’s hymns are sung. Greymouth
is getting on, and is hoping for
greater results next year.

Lyttelton.—Thirteen members of the
W’.C.T.U. are members of the Ladies’
Guild, and assi-t the Superintendent
of the Seamen’s Institute 11 whatever
is going on. The Sunday evening
services are well attended. An en-
tertainment and supper is given
weekly. Sunday teas are provided.
Special services and socials arc held
during the week, and Saturday picni.s

occasionally. In all the above some
of the members of the W.G.T.L. as-
sist. A weekly Bible Class for the
sailors is conduc ti d by one of the
members.

Westpcrt. The Siiloi-’ Re t Com
uuttee 1- composed ol three members
of the W.C. 1.1 . and c itizens of West
port, who take a great interest in the
work. The “Rest is well attended.
The caretaker and his wife look well
after the men, who much appreciate
the comfortable place provide d for
them. The “Rest” owes it- existence
to the W.C.T.U.

Christcnurch and Rangiara made
comfort bags, which arc* greatly ap-
preciated by the men, and are usually
presented at the < lose of the Christ-
mas entertainment.

Courteous replies were received
from Nelson, Xc w Plymouth. Pahia-
tua, Hamilton, and Xgaere, but these
had nothing spec ial to report.

I am ini lined to think some of the
Unions have not been as energetic in
the c ause of the* seamc a as heretofore,
but 1 think all have been taken up
with work in connection with the ter
rible war which is raging, so we will
thank God and take cour. ge.

A. E. WHITBY,
New Zealand Superintendent.

MILITARY CAMPS.
The year has been one of great op-

portunity so far a- our work in this
department is concerned, and we are
pleased to report considerable ac-
tivity by the various Unions where
large bodies of troops have been
gathered for training. The war has
made members of all shades of opin-
ion feel the* necessity of doing some-
thing in the* best interest- of the men
who have gone forth to take part in
the* struggle; against the* deadly mili-
tarism of Germany. It i- no part of
my duty to deal with the war itself,
but rather to speak of those efforts
that were made in the* very best inter-
ests of our sons and brother-.

These efforts have not been confined
to the somewhat ea-v ta-k of distri-
buting literature, but have included
personal work in providing comforts
and making provision for the physical,
social, and moral well being of the
men.

Invercargill distributing
coff<*c and refreshments to the mem-
bers of the* Battery, and of taking its
share in providing comforts in the
form of c lothing for the* men here and
at the front.

Tirraru report 1 ■ d tiibut .1
literature. During the* \ddington
Camp the* Christchurch Union placed
thc'ir luncheon rooms on the Show
Ground at the di-ne.d of the
Y.M.C.A. and C.E.M S ,*d as some
token of tluir appreciation, the nu n
contributed over towards the ex-
penses incurred by the two Societies.
At the close of the* camp these two
bodies forwarded a cheque for X-5 to-
wards our Union funds.
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