
The White Ribbon
V o R G o E/ « m lvdu mftfea

•►. .v >«| • * * ’*'•#» %• ■*/. • »

Vul. ‘2O.—No. 23?). WELLINGTON, N.Z., JANUARY 18, 11*15. I* Id Per Aiddid, Foil Free.
Mingle c »py. :t«i.

[Registered

THE BRITISH SUFFRAGETTE
MOVEMENT.

(By Win. Knsom.)
Ihe visitor to Kurland, wh.it-

cver liis or her opinion may be on the
question of votes for women, cannot
but be deeply improved with 'he ex-
tent and enormous >ignituance of the
woman’s suffrage movement.

From the point of view of the ?>o<i«il
reformer or the politician of any shade
of colour, from Tor) to Sm the
influence of ths new factor, which has
t ome into our public life, and w hich is
spreading so rapidly, i-> of the greatest
importance.

Various causes have operated to ob-
scure the question and its great signi-
ficance from those outside its direct
influences, and especially from those
who are at a distance from the Um-
pire's centre. The Home Kule strug-

gle and the conflict between the
Government and the of Lords
has bulked so largely as great and
vital constitutional questions, th.it
they have overshadowed this great
British woman question, this matter
of the rapid and startling change in
the attitude women towards the
social and political life and interests
of the country.

To those who have not paid any
special attention to the votes for
women agitation, the significance of
it would not be understood, and it is
quite apparent that the great bulk of
our fellow-citizens outside the British
Isles have no conception of the extent
and strength of the organisations, nor
the business energy, enthusiasm, and
splendid organising ability that have
been enlisted in the suffrage crusade.
Very generally a totally erroneous

opinion ha been and i- held as to the
-.pint and aims ut the women, but this
is passing away, and largely through
♦he ability, strength, and persistence
ol the women themselves, the public
general!) are getting to know and ap-
preriatc th< veiy great significance ot
the movement and the change that it
is bound (o bring about in our na-
tional life

It is not m> intention here to di>-
< uss the question as to why the Bri
tish Government refuse to give the
vote, neither do I propose to give an
opinion as to how long it will be
before it is granted, or whether the
present Government will give it, but I
.mi quite convinced as are all whom
1 have met who have know ledge of
the strength and extent of the women’s
organisations that it must conic in
the very near future. By their very
effic lent organising and propaganda
in the constituencies, a pressure is
being brought to bear on members of
Parliament such that, wlnte’er partv
is in otln e, it cannot possibly long
resist the demand.

There is much discussion in all
quarters as to the extreme methods of
the militant section. It is of course
being widely condemned, many hold-
ing that the lawless tactics are injur-
ing the cau>e; on the other hand,
many whose opinions are valuable
consider that without the publicity
these methods give the cause would be
ignored by the public and Parliament,
and that it is only since they have
been practiced that the movement has
made any real progress.

One very important matter which is
not generally understood is that the
militant group is only a comparatively
sm ill section of the movement.

There are three outstanding points
with reference to the work and me-
thods of the suffragette societies gen-
erally:

First, the great extent and efficiency
ot the organisation. Second, its
democratic i haracter and the great
enthusiasm of its munbe*.*. Third,
the wide social and political outlook
and the burning interest of its mem-
bers in social and political questions.

As to the first, the number of differ-
ent societies, is to the visitor very
surprising. The National Union of
Women’s Suffrage Societies is per
haps the largest; its methods are
constitutional. Mrs Henry Fawcett.
LCD., is President, and the commit-
tee and vice-presidents include many
of those foremost in social work in
Britain : Councillor Margaret Ashton,
M.A., B.Sc., the Countess of Aber
deen, Mrs Garrett Anderson, M.D.,
the Countess Brassey, Mrs George.
Cadbury, Lord Courtney, Sir Francis
Darwin, the Bishops of Hull, Lincoln,
and Chichester, Lady Henn Somerset,
Lady Maud Parry, Mrs Forbes l£o-
bertson, Lady Stratchley, ate amongst
them. The number of branches
affiliated throughout Kngland and
Siotland is some four hundred and
eighty.

There are ninety organisers employ-
ed by the Head Kxecutive, besides
local organisers. The increase in
membership is about one thousand a
month, and the income of the central
office for the year 1913 was between
ten and eleven thousand pounds.

The Church of England League for
Women’s Suffrage has several bishops
on the Board of Management, and re-
ported a membership of 3600 at the
end of 1912, with sixty-five branches.


