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Christinas time will soon be here and
Pukunui would like to hear from children
their favourite stories about Christmas.
For the Christmas issue of Tu Tangata,
kids are invited to share their thoughts
and ideas about how Pukunui would
have spent Christmas in his pa.

Just write them down with any draw-
ings and send them to PUKUNUI’S PA,
11 England Street, Freemans Bay, Auck-
land. Who knows maybe there could be
a surprise treat for some lucky children.

Publicity:
Maori language inserts
into Sesame Street

The first Maori Language inserts into Sesame Street have
been completed. The seven inserts of about a minutes dura-
tion each are to be tested on groups of children around N.Z.
Copies of the inserts are also being sent to the Children’s Tele-
vision Workshop in New York for analysis.

The Maori language inserts present
very basic language with the help of
two adult presenters and a group of
children.

Finding suitable presenters and
children from Christchurch who could
speak Maori were but one of the many
problems faced and overcome by the
production team headed by Kim
Gabara, Executive Producer of
Children’s and Young Person’s pro-
grammes in Christchurch.

Interviews for a presenter produced
some exciting finds but the presenter
had to be fluent in Maori and able to
act. On camera auditions finally saw
Jimmy MacLean and Anehera Bowen
selected.

They both came from the Bay of
Plenty.

Jimmy MacLean attended Ruatoki
Primary School, now one of the four bi-
lingual schools in NZ, then onto St.
Stephens. He’s presently at Christ-
church’s Teachers Training College.

Anehera Bowen is from Rotorua, at-
tended Waikato University and is pre-
sently teaching at Burnside High
School.

Both in their early twenties they ap-
plied rather reluctantly for the
position.

But said Jimmy MacLean, “It is im-
portant that Maori be on television, to
be seen to be accepted and to be heard,
especially by young children because it
is with them that the future of our lan-
guage lies.”

Says Anehera Bowen, “I was a bit
hesitant about applying but I think that
the language is the most important
thing, without the language we are no-
thing and I would have hated to see this
project fail because nobody was willing
to stand up and do it.”

This feeling of urgency and de-
dication to the language has also en-
sured support from the Maori people in
Christchurch which involved many peo-
ple spending their own time going over
scripts, giving advice and justproviding
ready reference for any queries or pro-
blems.

Bill Gillies, Polynesian Advisory Of-
ficer for the Department of Education

and Bill Nepia, Senior Lecturer of
Maori at the University of Canterbury
were co-opted as advisors and willingly
spent many hours talking over what
should be done and how. They also
spent many hours watching Sesame
Street.

Within TVNZ a lot of work was put in
toproduce the best possible resutls, but
producing work for an already estab-
lished programme with its distinctive
style and pace brings its own problems.

The inserts will be shown to groups
of children, both Maori speaking and
non-Maori speaking, to test for effec-
tiveness and appeal.

Groups of educators will also be ask-
ed to evaluate the first set of Maori lan-
guage inserts.

The Producer Kim Gabara says,
“Because were are working in such
new fields, it is important that we get
accurate feedback on how the inserts
are recieved and to give us a positive
direction for our future work.”Anehera Bowen

Jimmy McLean
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