
Uncle Kingi by Tama Werata
PAKI WAITARA/Short Stories

You don’t really know him do you?
Dad’s step-brother, Kingi Taylor.
Yeah, the lawyer fella in Hamilton.
That’s him all right. He’s the one that
Dad’s family spent all the money on to
go to boarding school and university
and so on.

Dad? No he’s just got this factory
job. Well, he had it I mean. Last year
they gave him this promotion. He’d
been there about 15 years. Yeah. And
then whoosh. Few weeks later, the
push. The whole section of them laid
off. Just like that. I tell you the old
man he’s been doing it real hard. No,
not just hacked off. More like the
guts’ve been drained right out of him.
You’re right there, too much of that
sort of thing these days, good men put
out to waste.

Me? Well, I’ve just been down the
line a bit to give a hand to some of this
Kingi Taylor’s family. No, not our side
of the family, his wife’s youngest

sister eh. Well, they’ve got this shop
now, sort of a superette-dairy. Open
all hours that place, every damn day
of the week. It’s a killer all that.

Anyway, they were needing help
because they run it all by themselves
and one of them’d got sick really bad,
you know. So Dad says to me when
Kingi Taylor phoned up: “It’s not just
a matter of stretching out a hand
when someone in the family asks
Pere. But we owe him too.”

See he’s the one helped us out
while I had another go at UE last
year. Nah, didn’t get it. I did think of
going back this year but, aw, all my
mates’ve left. Anyway, too much has-
sle and strife all that stuff, doing it all
over again. I didn’t want that. Well as
I was saying my sister ...

This Kingi Taylor’d had her to stay
with them for a fair time you know
last year so’s I could have my chance
to stay on at school. That’s how I

came to be slogging away in that
superette place for weeks, day in day
out. Man I was had it. But Kingi Tay-
lor and his sister kept on saying, well
could be there’dbe an opening for me
with them permanently, start me on
my way to learn the trade.

“Could be a good chance for you
boy,” Kingi Taylor would say. “Be
in.” I reckon he must’ve had a share
in that shop, he seemed to be coming
in there so often. Well I wasn’t going
to knock it. A chance like that and at
least it was a job.

What? Sure, I lived at the sister-in-
law’s place. No, she hasn’t got a big
family at all. Well, for me it made a
change from the unemployment. And
anyway, I was starting to think: Hey!
Maybe I can get into this kind of life,
chase the money a while.

Because, man, they sure lived it up
there. Not like us at our place. I mean,
man, the stuff they had in that house,
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Chances are,
ifyou're a GovernmentLife

policyholder,
you justreceived a bonus
that amounted to more

than you paid us in premiums.
If you're one of our participating policyholders

congratulations. You justreceived your biggest bonus
ever. In many cases, the amount or extra bonus cover
exceeded what you paid us in premiums this year.

For instance, on a standard $20,000 Whole of
Life policy taken out 10 years ago by a 25 year old,
the yearly premium would be $291.00. The 1980
bonus cover would be SBII.BO. That means you got
$520.80 more in extra cover than you paid us in
premiums. The total bonuses on tne policy over 10
years would now total $5413.10.

We are the only fully mutual Life Office
owned by the people of New Zealand. That If
means we return all of our profits to our yp~ |
policyholders. This year on Whole ofLife ftyapl

policies we're returning at least $33 in extra
cover at no cost for every SI,OOO of insurance.

In addition, for the first time, we are paying
a special additional 15% of the total bonuses on
any policy if it matures or becomes a claim during the
next twelve months, from 1 July 1981.

This is our highest bonus rate ever; the result of
careful and skillful management of our investment
funds and administration of our Life Office.

Naturally, the amount of bonus cover you
receive depends on the type of policy, and how long

L you've had it. But one thing is clear. If you re a
f Government Life policyholder you came out on
W Q top this year. And if you aren't maybe its time
jbJHw you called your nearest Government Life Office.
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