
Sports group seeks Games Council membership
A delegation from the New Zealand

Maori Sports Federation travelled to Hon-
iara, Soloman Islands, last month to seek
membership to the South Pacific Games
Council.

The council is made up of about 20
South Pacific countries, excluding New
Zealand and Australia.

The federation’s delegation met with the
council on July 6. It included federation
chairman, Dr Henare Broughton; federa-
tion deputy chairman and past president
of the New Zealand Lawn Tennis Associa-
tion, Mr Frankie Dennise; legal advisor,

Miss Pauline Kingi and former New Zea-
land netball representative, Mrs June
Mariu.

While in Honiara, the group met dele-
gates attending the first mini South Pacific
Games, held from July 5 to 16, and saw
how the games were run.

Dr Broughton said there has already
been considerable interest shown by
Maoris to take part in the games. “This
has been acknowledged by the New Zea-
land Maori Council and the Maori
Women’s Welfare League,’’ he said.

He said it. would provide an incentive

for Maoris to take part in amateur sports
in this country both at club and provincial
level.

The New Zealand Maori Sports Federa-
tion was set up last year after Dr Brough-
ton attended the 1979 South Pacific
Games. It was established under the auth-
ority of the New Zealand Maori Council.

Its aims are to inform, through the
media and Maori organisations, what cul-
tural, sport and recreational facilities are
available. It gives advice on fitness train-
ing, organised sports venues and advises
on funding for these activities.

Apathy could endanger
Maori Seats - Churches
The Maoriparliamentary seats could be lost through apathy,
say eminent Maori churchmen. A poor response and poor
participation on election day has seen a downward trend of
Maori people going to thepolls. Discussing thepossible loss
of the present special representation at therecent Tu Tangata
Whanau Wananga o nga Hahi Maori, therepresentatives of
the various Maori churches felt that a new form of repre-
sentation may be needed. They agreed, however, that the
present system should be retained until other alternatives
could be talked about from a position of strength rather than
one which comes by default.

It was decided by the church representatives at Te Unga
Waka marae in Auckland to encourage the members of the
various churches to enrol and to vote in the coming elections.

Ted Maurice isalso concerned with the participation of the
Maori people in the coming General Elections.

“If you don’t vote, you’ve got no comeback,” he says. A
cartage contractor for 25 years, Ted Maurice or “Chappie” is
from Te Whanau a Apanui and was selected by the Post
Office to work withMr Les Skellern the Registrar of Electors
for Eastern Maori. They travelled extensively through out
the East Coast and Bay of Plenty for several weeks at the end
of last year talking to many Maori people.

Ted is wellknown in these areas. He is on the St Stephens
and Queen Victoria Trust Board, an active participant in
sporting groups and he was an officer in the 28th Maori
Battalion.

“These contacts are important,” says Ted, “because we are
trying to reach the people. We want people to enrol and to
vote. Everyone eligible to vote should check the electoral
rolls. Printed rolls are available from all post offices, court
houses, libraries, Citizens Advice Bureaux and Maori Affairs
offices. Ifyou are not on the roll or the details are incorrect go
to any post office and fill in an enrolment form. Those who
were on the roll for the 1978 General Election will not
automatically be on the new roll. I cannot stress strongly
enough the importance of being on the roll.”

Ted Maurice explained that a New Zealand Maori or a
descendant of a New Zealand Maori has the choice of
registering for a General electorate or a Maori electorate.
“However, this choice is only allowed by law at certain
intervals,” Ted detailed. “The last option was at the 1976
Census and the next option is in 1982. The choice made is
binding until the next option. Those enrolling for the first
time can choose which roll to be on.”

Those who have moved since last completing an enrolment
form need to fill in a change ofaddress form available at the
post office. The form titled “shifting” is made up of a postal
redirection order, an electoral change of address and a
television licence change of address.

Any queries concerning changes should be made to the
Registrars of Electors or at the local post office.

Ted “Chappie ” Maurice (left) and Les Skellern, working for
the electors ofEastern Maori.
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