
Carving exhibition
PITOPITO KORERO

To coincide with theopening ofTe
Maori in Auckland the Maori
and South Pacific Arts Council

Carvers’ Council is launching its first
Maori Carvers’ Trade Exhibition.

About 100 pieces of traditional Maori
carving, in wood, stone, greenstone
and clay will be on show and for sale at
the exhibition in the main exhibition
hall of the Auckland Museum from
June27 to September 10. The trade ex-
hibition will include live demonstra-
tions by carvers in their own tribal
styles and specially trained tour guides
on hand to explain the significance of
the works.

“This will be the first major exhibi-
tion of its kind this century.” the carv-
ers’ organising committee chairman,
Mr Paki Harrison said. “Because this
is a trade exhibition and all pieces will
be for sale, it will enable art connois-
seurs to select and purchase carvings
for their collections as well as giving
exposure of our finest carvers to the
public at large,” he said.

“It is seen as a vehicle to promote es-
tablished carvers and for younger carv-
ers to also be exposed to the art world.”

Plans are already underway to stage a
similar trade exhibition in New York
later in the year.

Award
Daniel Bedggood of Ngawha

Springs, Bay of Islands has won
the 1986 ATI School of En-

gineering’s David Ruha Memorial
Award. This honour is given to the
electrical apprentice who has made the
most effort in the academic year.

Daniel, an ex-pupil ofNorthland Col-
lege, Kaikohe, is well remembered by
Mr Peter Coupe, Deputy Principal.
“He was always a good boy. When he
was moved into an accelerant group he
toped the fourth form in mathematics.”

The cup and certificate were present-
ed to Daniel by The Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr Geoffrey Palmer who was
guest speaker at the Annual Ceremony

of Awards held early in April.
Eighteen-year-old, Daniel intends to

gain technician’s qualifications in the
electrical field before travelling
overseas.

Daniel’s mother, Lana, is justifiably
proud ofher son’s achievements and his
ambitions, and so, too, are his former
teachers, and his friends.

FUN WITH FLAX
by Mick Pfendergrast
Published by Reed-Methuen
Priced at $19.95

FUN WITH FLAX is another book of
distinction of Reed-Methuen. Mick
Pendergrast is well known for his well
researched and superlative books on
specific aspects of Maori culture. His
latest offering, Fun With Flax, is no
less well researched, and is in fact, the
culmination of many years ofcollecting
relevant material on his subject, and at
the same time, learning in a practical
way, the intricacies of working with
flax.

Begun as a hobby, Pendergrast, at
the instigation offriends, began to seri-
ously consider writing a book on his
findings. This he has done with skill
and distinction.

To many people, flax is justan attrac-
tive, ornamental addition to a garden or
park, but to the early Maori settlers,
flax was once an integral part of their
day to day existence. Flax they found,
was a versatile substitute for the coco-

nut palms, pandanus and bark cloth
trees which were so necessary to them
in tropical Polynesia. After much ex-
perimentation, flax was to prove a life
saving commodity, containing as it did,
vital properties in many areas. Soft
fibre from its leaves was utilized for the
making of warm and attractive cloth-
ing, while raw materials were used for
the making of baskets, sleeping mats,
lines for the trapping of birds or fish-
ing. Raw materials were ideal for the
making of a hundred and one items es-
sential to the maori every day living
pattern, flowers provided nectar, roots
were used for medicine and pollen was
used for face powder.

Flax became part of a ritual and tradi-
tion and was always treated with the
greatest respect when being handled,
for what ever purpose. Today, flax is
still used by the Maori people in many
of the old traditional ways. Mick Pren-
dergrast, in his new book, shows an in-
triguing selection of things to make
from the humble flax. These include
birds, balls, belts, whistles, fish, stars,
in fact fifty different items which will
give delight to people of all ages. Fun
With Flax will be a great asset to
resources, Kohanga Reo, schools at all
levels, craft groups and anyone interest-
ed in learning the skills ofplaiting. Fun
With Flax, with its glossy cover, its
compact dimensions, fine photography
by Maureen Lander, and one step at a
time, easy to follow directions, is a
book that will be used many times by a
great many people.

20 — Tu Tangata

Fun with Flax
50 PROJECTS FOR BEGINNERS
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