
Consumer affairs under the title of
hokohoko, and ahuwhenua, a farming
programme along with te tai, a fishing
report are all included in the ABS con-
tent.

ABS’s chief executive says ABS with
its already proven record in Maori
news-gathering under Karere Pub-
lications Limited, will continue this
critical assessment of how Maori peo-
ple are shaping up.

Derek Fox says some hard questions
have to be asked of the Maori people,
by the Maori people. Questions also
have to be directed to our own min-
isters regarding progress in Maori
economics and what Maori institutions
best met our needs. He says the honey-
moon is now over for the Labour Gov-
ernment and Maori people must ask
what has happened to the recom-
mendations of the Hui Taumata. They
also must look at the setting up of tribal
runanga causing divisions with the ex-
isting NZ Maori Council.

Also he says in the wider New Zea-
land context, the recent voyage of
Hawaikinui to this country was almost
unnoticed by the public because of lack
of knowledge of its significance by the
media. In contrast the voyage from
Hawaii was well reported partly be-
cause it was well-funded and could af-
ford a press team.

But the differences between the two
voyages were vast.

Hawaikinui was two totara logs fell-
ed in Aotearoa, transported to Tahiti,
lashed to breadfruit trees, held to-
gether with coconut husk ropes and
sails made from pandanus leaves. Five
men sailed her to her landfall using
traditional means such as ocean cur-
rents and stars as navigational aids.

In contrast the Houkulea was a fibre-

glass catarmaran crewed by different
teams and backed up by a multi-million
dollar group.

That’s the real story which only ABS
could handle says Derek.

Another one is the view that we have
just witnessed the last of the great
royal tours. In future he believes the
Queen of England or the King will visit
but only as an English rangatira, and
not as a New Zealand one.

But he says none of those stories will
be told if Aotearoa Broadcasting Sys-
tems doesn’t get past the hearings. He
says with the guaranteed funding of the
Broadcasting Corporation of eighty
million dollars, ABS is short of around
twenty four million dollars and it is cur-
rently negotiating with bankers.

Derek believes the Minister of Maori
Affairs on behalf of the government
could take out a government guarantee

of fifteen million dollars and so secure
the twenty four million dollar loan for
ABS. It would mean that if ABS went
broke, the government would pay up to
fifteen million dollars to whoever ad-
vanced the loan.

Meanwhile the future of broad-
casting in New Zealand is being de-
cided in bits and pieces says Derek. The
Royal Commission into Broadcasting
which was called to look into all related
fields of telecommunications finishes
long before the Broadcasting Tribunal
decides who gets the third channel
warrant. Derek says the Royal Com-
mission’s view is that the third channel
business is being heard elsewhere
whereas they maybe should be deciding
if a third channel is needed.

He says the Broadcasting Tribunal
third channel hearings will be lucky if
they wind up by the end of the year and
then up to six months should be allowed
for a decision to be made. Counting ap-
peals from unlucky applicants, he says
it will be April ’BB at the earliest before
the successful third channel goes to air.

Because of this fragmented approach
to planning the future of broadcasting
in New Zealand, Derek says he has ad-
vocated an approach to the Royal Com-
mission that includes a Maori pro-
gramme production unit within the tele-
vision structure. He says if ABS fails to
win a warrant, there has to be recog-
nition of the legitimate Maori input and
shareholding in the broadcasting ser-
vice of this country.

He sees in the operation of Television
One, Two and a commercially operated
Three, a production or commissioning
house with guaranteed access to
screening time on those channels. This
production unit would be modelled in a
similar way to ABS so that legitimate
Maori presence would be acknow-
ledged.

Derek confesses to being totally sold
on ABS. It now remains to be seen if
maoridom takes up this challenge.
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