
Kohanga Reo is moving to the same
tune as the computer world. So
much so, that ten Kohanga trainees

completed an intensive computer pro-
gramming course in Lower Hutt.

Chairman for the Kohanga Reo
trustees, Mr John Bennett signed an
agreement with the software and sys-
tems house, Progeni, for the supply of
computers and software to the first
Kohanga.

The Kohanga trustees have adopted
these computers as Computer Tangata
Whenua because it is solely a New Zea-
land development and it is something
that comes from our soil.

Managing director of the computer
firm Perce Harpham, said that Kohanga
Reo has assumed a new dimension.

“The Maori people in effect have
publicly declared that not only will they
accept new technology, but they will use
it to propogate their culture while be-
coming masters of the new technology
rather than passive interaction,” he
said.

The trainees will be able to return to
their districts and instruct others in the
design and development authoring of
Maori language and culture based pro-
grams.

Samantha Lundon checks out Sue Hutana's
screen. Kuini Mihaere (foreground).

Kuini Mihaere (foreground) taps in commands
and awaits the computer to do its thing while
Sue Hutana and Peggy Pitau compare screens.

Secondary to this, they will be able to
utilise their computer systems in com-
mercial tasks such as word processing
and financial accounting.

The late song-writer and whaea o te
motu, Ngoingoi Pewhairangi has been
honoured by the recording world with
the presentation of gold discs for her
songs, Poi E and Aku Raukura, co-
written with Maui Prime. The presenta-

tion took place on the day of the New
Zealand Music Awards and the awards
were accepted by Ngoi’s husband, Ben
Pewhairangi. A special waiata was then
sung by the Patea Maori Club dedicated
to the life’s work of Ngoi.

Te Ataarangi language tutors, Pauline
Higgins, Peti Waeamanawaiti and Kata-
rina Mataira travelled to the World
Assembly of Adult Education in Argen-
tina late last year. They were repre-
senting the National Council of Adult
Education and while in Argentina
studied adult education programmes.

Nga waiata ma nga tamariki nohinohi.
Songs for very young children has prov-
ed to be a hit. The songbook put out by
Radio New Zealand’s Continuing Educa-
tion Unit, has sold out of all four thou-
sand copies. The books were available
singly for $2, or a cost of $3 to cover the
postage of up to 20 copies, and $5 for
quantities over 20.

A cassette accompanied the book of
songs sung by Henerieta Maxwell and
Moehau Reedy. By writing to the Tape
Duplication Service of Radio New Zea-
land and supplying a blank cassette,
people were able to hear all 25 songs
written in maori and english in the book.

It’s planned to reprint the book as suf-
ficient funds become available.
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