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Given Graham’s severe disabilities and prodigious dedication, his
collection is monumental. It contains examples of the world’s most
celebrated designers’ work in some forty boxes. Categories vary, from
national (Spain, Holland, Japan, Germany, Switzerland, Indonesia,
Brazil, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Russia, France, Cuba, Italy, Austria,
Romania, Norway, England, Sweden, Finland, and others); to owners
and artists. Interestingly enough, New Zealand was the birthplace of
two famous turn of the century British designers, G. W. Eve and
W. P. Barrett, who are well represented. There are royal bookplates,
two ofRewi Alley’s, Charlie Chaplin’s, Robert Menzies’, Mussolini’s,
Douglas Mawson’s and substantial numbers by Australian and New
Zealand artists. A mere glance through the collection is at once an
acknowledgement of artistic skill, human idiosyncracy, and the
bibliomaniac syndrome; but is an injustice. The bookplates deserve
to be seen, individually and selectively, with annotations, in a
sympathetic environment. Work has begun on the processing which
will eventually make this possible.
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