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Directory and Book of General Information ,
subtitled Glass’s Model Calendar

,

for 1860-1861 lists ‘Clarke Ismir, artist, Barkers Creek’. Since Wattle
Flat and Barkers Creek are adjacent, this probably still refers to the
Wattle Flat residence.

There is evidence that he was in Melbourne in 1862: a dated painting
of the first cricket match played against England on the Melbourne
Cricket Ground (January 1862); and the appearance in the Illustrated
Melbourne Post of a series of wood engravings after works by Clarke,
one ofwhich depicts an event, the opening of the Melbourne to Bendigo
railway, which occurred in 1862. He probably worked that year for
the Melbourne publishing house of De Gruchy and Leigh; the small
pamphlet issued by them containing eight lithographs illustrating the
Burke and Wills expedition, although none is signed by him, is based
on his work. 8 Four of the original pen and wash drawings by Clarke
are in the La Trobe Library in Melbourne. Seven small monochrome
sketches and portraits of Burke and Wills, being ‘lllustrations to the
Diaries of Burke and Wills Expedition to Carpentaria’, said to have
come from Dr Wills’s great-granddaughter, were auctioned in New
Zealand in 1986 and bought by an Australian gallery. Inscribed, but
not signed, they give weight to the probability that his last two years
were spent in Melbourne as a freelance artist.
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