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relished every moment ofthe long summer days. He would take me
and my brothers tramping up his favourite Maitai valley or
swimming and sunbathing at Tahunanui beach. Sometimes he
would strike out for the Dun Mountain track, which he had walked
hundreds of times as boy and young man, and tdl stories of
tramping exploits with ‘Fred’ Gibbs and others. He would visit the
Cawthron Institute and look up his friend Dr Tillyard, the
entomologist. Over the family dinner table on Sundays when the
whole Milner clan traditionally assembled, there would be
reminiscences and banter with his brothers. Of an afternoon he
would join with zest in a game of rounders on the lawn below
Sunnybank.

Remember Robert Browning’s confession of ultimate sym-
pathies:

Open my heart and you will see
Graved inside of it, ‘ltaly’.

If you opened Frank Milner’s, you would see ‘Nelson’ rather than
‘Oamaru’. ‘Waitaki’ is another matter. And another story.
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