
91

'The wild zeal of youth' and fidelity to the classical traditions he
had imbibed at Leipzig, had set Alfred Hill on the path of an
itinerant musician. The Musin tour unexpectedly came to an end in
Sydney when audiences fell away to nothing and Musin disbanded
the Company. Thereafter Alfred moved backwards and forwards
across the Tasman, until in 1915 he became first Professor of
Composition at the newly-formed Conservatorium of Music in
Sydney.

A provincial microcosm? Perhaps, but these patterns of musical
activity, emulation of and concern for the standards ofEurope, of
laconic quarrelsome Minute Books, of the worship of overseas
artists of doubtful provenance, of struggling for artistic principles,
are both major and minor themes in a still evolving music history.
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