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that he was instantly put to death . . . ‘We must not let those fellows keep us back,
cried Jack, dashing forward at the head ofhis men, when all at once flames burst
forthso furiously from every part of thebuilding that no one could approach it. . .
the door opened and a tall Maori stalked forth, his blanket over his head to defend
himself from the flames. With a dignified step he advanced towards Jack, and
presenting his war axe, he yielded himself up as a prisoner. No others came out,
and the roof of the hut directly afterwards fell in . . . for an instant a blackened
head rose amidst the burning embers, and in another place an arm and shoulder
appeared, but directly after sank down. Not a groan, not a sound proceeded from
the building. All within it had perished . . , 26

A piece of comic relief follows —a simple Irish fellow falls in love at
first sight with a beautiful Maori girl taken prisoner in the village.
Kingston obviously wrote with his sources very close at hand, but
he did not hesitate to embroider them for the sake of dramatic
colour.

The majority ofKingston’s books are fiction for boys. His aim
was always to entertain, but equally it was to persuade. His heroes
were examples of manliness and decency (and high spirits) for
youthful readers to emulate. Kingston himself never did less than
what he considered his duty. His obituarist in the Athenaeum could
state:

English speaking boys throughout the world will learn with sorrow that W. H. G.
Kingston is no more. For nearly thirty years he enjoyed a remarkable popularity as
a writer for boys, and he achieved this popularity without having recourse to any
. . . pernicious methods . . . There is not a page in any ofhis books whichthe most
scrupulous parent would wish to take out, or a sentiment inculcated that is not
thoroughly honest, upright, manly and true. 27

There are, however, many pages which are not his own.
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