
137

the very low scale of one assistant, throws on ourselves so much of the drudgery,
we could not by any possibility make up our leeway, and we had no alternative but
a long-delayed publication, or the present expedient, and the latter we thought
would be most acceptable to our readers . . . If any of our friends should ever be
caught in a like way, we hope they may fare as well as we did at Waimea Farm, and
some day we trust the Governor will put a stop to these adverse chances, by giving
us good bridges. 52

Despite the above production difficulties, Elliott's presswork is
generally good. 'The Elliott printing was excellent, and in lay-out,
quality and variety of type and accuracy of type-setting, the
Examiner was superior to most of the early newspapers.' But
Elliott's production was not perfect. The issues on flimsy paper are
barely readable, as Elliott was well aware, and for which he apolo-
gised. Some of the other execrably printed issues include part of the
front and back pages of volume 12, no. 623 (11 February 1854), and
parts of the inner forme of volume 2, no. 60 (29 April 1843). There
are several instances of erratic numbering ofissues, careless pagina-
tion and innumerable issues printed without printers imprint. 4

Printing a newspaper using the most traditional techniques, with
uncertain labour and stationery supply and rudimentary infrastruc-
tural facilities, is likely to have considerable effect on its manage-
ment ofnews, and in a subsequent paper Elliott's treatment ofnews
reporting will be discussed.
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