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long before Vogel arrived in 1861. Vogel, however, signalled a sig-
nificant extension to the practice. The newspapers of the 1870 s were
no longer small circulation weekly publications whose political par-
tiality was expected and acknowledged. They were mass circula-
tion dailies that publicly professed a political neutrality. Vogel, after
the initial failure ofhis ousting from the Otago Daily Times, was suc-
cessful in merging partisan political control with the commercial
orientation of the daily press. Furthermore, with the development
of a national press agency, and in the context ofthe contemporary
political change from provincial to national rule, he brought poli-
tical control of the press from a local to a national perspective.
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