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himself wrote ‘that Hadfield had reassured Wiremu Kingi that he could
not be disturbed in the quiet rights which he enjoyed at Taranaki’.32 He
was apparently as much in the dark as Bishop Selwyn and his friends in
Auckland as to the Governor’s intention to enforce the Waitara purchase.
This is supported by Bishop Abraham’s letter defending Hadfield. ‘We
had no idea of the sudden coup de main your Excellency was planning.’ 33

Bishop Patteson may not have succeeded in justifying the clergy’s
stand in the eyes of the Duke of Newcastle but his letters and that of
Archdeacon Hadfield must take their place in the documentation and
analysis of the outcome of the Waitara purchase.
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