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Doug Munro

CONCLUSION
The most important and substantial sections of the Westbrook Papers
pertain to Samoa during the period of the New Zealand Administration.
Yet writers on twentieth century Samoa have used private papers very
little and almost completely ignored Westbrook’s. This does not seem
to have led to any significant distortion as his Papers tend to confirm
the reliable interpretations rather than throw any new light on the
subject. 60 It does suggest, however, that a greater use of private papers
here would tighten up and give more precision to generalisations already
made.

It is a pity that so much of the earlier material relating to Westbrook
has been lost or destroyed. He provides a classic example of the decul-
turated European, a group whose members never really came to terms
with their environment and, straddled between two conflicting cultures,
found that the Pacific was both their world and their cage. That side of
Westbrook’s life—his years as a station trader—is largely undocumented
and one has to read carefully between the lines to deduce what must
have been. He hints at so much occasionally, often in an unguarded
moment. All the more pity, therefore, that when he wrote about these
‘vanished years’ at a much later date he declined to relate the harsh and
hopeless realities of the situation.
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