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It seems conceivable that Williams was also the artist/printer of the Maori
whare design on the basis of a list ofNew Zealand bookplate artists and their
plates printed in the New Zealand Ex Libris Society’s Brochure No. 2 (1933)
37-43. This records the Te Rau Press, Gisborne, as artist ofthree typographical
bookplates for A. H. Turnbull in 1911-12,but it seems just as likely that this is
a misprint as a line block from a drawing would not normally be classified as
typographical, and accounting for a third plate merely creates new problems.
Williams did certainly do original drawings for designs reproduced in
Augustus Hamilton’s Maori art (Wellington, 1901); they are ATL Art Coll.
E 331. One can only speculate on the implications of his ‘pseudonym’
C.Praetorius ifhe was in fact the artist of the Maori whare bookplate.


