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he had never been near the Bay—though he could not resist talking
about the battle, probably the only one he had witnessed. He may then
also have adopted, as an additional cover, the name by which he is known
to us. This would explain one missing link in the chain of evidence by
which some dozen years of his life have here been traced. The Mitchell
Library holds musters of the crew on all the outward voyages of the
Magnet between 1815 and 1821, but the name Rutherford is not among
them.46 We must then either believe that it was not his real one, adopted
only when he left New Zealand, or else all the substantiated details in his
story cease to offer proof of his direct involvement in them. Even, in this
case, his account of Maori life and his report on people and events in the
Bay of Islands might be considered suspect. If he knew only of the
Magnet, the name of its master, and its voyage to the South Seas by
hearsay, then, it could be supposed, he knew only of New Zealand and
Tahiti in the same way—or could be so supposed but for the indelible
evidence on face and body. Whatever else is fiction, the portrait proves
that he lived among the Polynesian people of those islands.
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