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Joan Stevens

In 1876, disaster struck. Cooke became involved in the collapse of
shares on the Stock Exchange, and made ‘a terrible shipwreck of
character life fortune family’. He lost his own money, and that of
relatives and friends, but worse still, it seems, ‘sold securities and deeds
that belonged to others’. Abandoning his wife and family to debts
totalling some -£45,000 he fled to Sweden, where he seems to have
stayed for several years. 20 It was during this period of exile that he
wrote his Reminiscences, which refer to his ‘unlucky self’, to ‘drifting
into rocks and quicksands’, and to being ‘a victim to a gang ofrobbers’.

By 1878, when he answered the inquiry from Walter Severn in the
letter already quoted, he seems to have been back in England, though
retaining business interests in Sweden. From the tone of Sharp’s
reference in 1892, it may be inferred that Cooke was then still alive. If
he kept any further records or journals, their whereabouts is not at
present known.

My thanks are due to many people who assisted me in this inquiry,
particularly Mr J. C. Wilson of the Canterbury Museum, Mr Rigby
Allan of the Taranaki Museum, and Miss Rona Clarke of the Victoria
University Library. Mr Bagnall and the Staffof the Alexander Turnbull
Library have been unfailingly patient and helpful. Quotations from
manuscript material of Cooke, Mantell, Jewsbury, Fildes, by courtesy
of the Libraries concerned.
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