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yard, on the other the bush growing close down almost to my front door.’ Journal
i June 1907. ! < -Hi .!! '■' o~
And later in a letter to Sylvia Payne, 4 March 1908: ‘Chaddie and I with our maid
are living alone at this little cottage built on therocks. Ithas only threerooms - two
bedrooms fitted with bunks, and a wide living room. We had both been feeling
wretchedly ill - and bored with Wellington. Oh, the tedium vitae of 19 years!
so have come here, where we bathe and row and walk in the bush or by the sea ...’
It was the publication of the first reference in the Journal, (in a slightly different
form) (Journal . . . 1954, p 12) which gave rise to the inference that Days Bay if
not the Beauchamp House was the setting for At the Bay.

3 Beauchamp sold the property to Anderson in 1912.
4 According to Deeds records (C/T 121/74) Mrs Eliza Ann Allan, the wifeofWilliam
Allan, draper, did not purchase the house until February 1913. From March 1903
until the sale to Allan it was in the name ofMrs Ann C. Barraud the wife ofSidney
Clark Barraud, bank manager ofLower Hutt. S. C. Barraud (1853-1912) as an
officer of the Bank of New Zealand (E. M. Barraud: Barraud, the story ofafamily,
1967, p 171) would have been a close business associate of Beauchamp’s and hence
could have rented the house] to him although Beauchamp had in fact forgotten the
name ofthe owner. p mtmhunoU fcfcnsH

5 See plate showing tree in front of store on Muritai Road. . . p


