
B bars with macrameplantholders
where you don'thave to be wearing
five hundred dollars on your back to

get served. Had dinner at Sandra’s,
listening to an excerpt from her new

tape coming out on Xpresswaysoon,
then she dropped me at Sammy's
nightclub intown forthe bignight of

judging. Now this competition had
garnered a lot of interestwith $7,000
worth of prizes to be won (not to

mention the prestige)and Sammy’s was

packed.
The finalists were (in order of

appearance) Cynthia Should, Das
Phaedrus, My Deviant Daughter, Fun
House, Hedonist, Windows, Tin
Soldiers and Stink. Each group played

a 25 minuteset, which struck meas the

perfect length-of time for almost any
band to be on a stage, “always leave
‘'em wanting more” is the secret to most

things in life but it is particularly apt
when applied to rock bands. Quite a

mixed bag, here are some nutshell
reviews: Cynthia Should were earnest

and wistful as Houseof Love, cleancut
inimage and song, English sounding;
Das Phaedrus were uninspiring
alternative heavy metal or intellectual

thrash, best thing about them was the
fact that the bass player wore glasses
and looked nerdy; My Deviant

Daughter fucked up their first song
‘SisterRay’ because their drum
machine conked out but they more

than made up forthe false start,their
18 year old bass player is really
something, both girls in the group are

painfully shy looking, the boy spins
fromdrumkit to guitar like a human top;
Hedonist were great, maybe I'd have
liked to see them win, they were dirty
speed metal, rough and slick and the

guitarist in the baseball cap with dirty
long hair was sexy, | thought theywere

more messy and consquently more

alive than, say, Shihad; Windows,
hmmmm, naffclothing but we'renot

here to judge bands by their

appearance, sort of a funky
Exponents, | believe some of the other

(all male) judgeswere impressed by
fingerpluckin’ bass techniqueand

vocal diction but those sort of things
don'timpress meand besides, | hate

funky bass lines; Tin Soldiers reinforced

my theory that there are much better
vocalists down south, These guys are in

the sixth form at high school but the
lead singer has this raspy voice like
he’s been living hard for quite a few

years, he looked like an un-dissolute
Shaun Ryder, similar bowl haircut and
the white jeans gave them that English
Happy Mondays look, theyhad An

Edge, and the singer had some mean

repartee for a heckler; finally Stink,
who were funky in parts and like ELP in

other parts with that organ. | won't

hold the funky partagainst them
because the guitarist was another

charismatic vocalist and although he

was cute his intellingence was what

came through. ;
So at 1.35 the judges adjourned to

theoffice to tote up their score sheets
and the decision was reached with
little argument (well, | was very tired by
then). The first place getter was

Windows, second was Tin Soldiers,
third place went to Stink, then My
Deviant Daughter and fifth place went

to Hedonist (yey!l).
k
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. Apparently some Radio One people
weren't too impressedwith the final
decision (do we really need another

Exponents?) but take it from me, you

can't please every one all the time.

Me, | had a blissful time in Dunedin, it

didn’t rain and it wasn’t even cold, my

green army parker was completely
unnecssary and I'd live there tomorrow
if | could. My weekend was wrapped
up with one more band, Rampant (with
Doug and Steve and Billy and the old
bassist from Pain) playingat a V 8 Club
benefit in the North East Valley.We
only stayed forfive songs before ‘
leaving to get our plane back to

Auckland, but Rampant were

excellent, featuring yetanother

passionate, intense vocalist in the form

of Billy. They just don’t make them like

that up here anymore.
DONNA YUZWALK

Serious Set
Is GregJohnson the hardestworking man in Auckland

showbiz?Fournights a week he and his jazz band Bluespeak
perform ata varietyof Auckland watering holes, treating the

punters to a selection ofChet Bakerisms, forwhich heand his
band each take home a decentweekly wage. But Greg’sreal love,
his raison d’efre as amusician, is the Greg Johnson Set, a lowkey
pop group featuring Pagan chief Trevor Reekie onguitar and
ex-Car Crash SetterNigel Russell on keyboards.

This raffish-looking lineup have
been playing aroundtown fortwo
and a half years. They've already
released one album Watertable and
there’sanother on the way, but
despite theircollective pedigree, the
GJ Setyremain curiously low-profile.
They seem to fall between two stools
in Auckland— being neither noisy
hairy rockers nor aggressively
alternative waifs. There seems to be

a lack ofan audience in this town for

pop groups of a quietpersuasion —

perhaps bands lke the Greg
Johnson Set appeal to thesort of
people who have stopped going out
to see bands.

Or perhaps people just don't
know what exactlyit is the GJ Set
do. Perhaps people think they're a

lounge bar combo or confuse them
with Bluespeak. No such confusion
exists in the mind of the man himself.

“I don'treally see a greatfuture in

jazzfor myself— it seems so retro to

me, you'dalways be an imitation of

someone else. I'm actually not a

really great jozzfan. I'm doing itto
make money primarily but | do love

playingthe trumpetand singing
those songs. I'm not a greatfgn of @

lot of instrumental jazz. | like Clifford

Brown, Miles Davis, Chet Baker, |
really like his style ofplaying.”

Greg agrees that his Set haven't
exactlybeen forcing themselves on

the public of late. They’ve been
working on a new album. .

"Since Watershedwe've had
lineup changes and now | think the
band sound good.We've done
away with the sequencer and that's
made areal difference, giventhe
whole thing a lot more feel, a lot
more freedom, itwasvery restricting
playingto a machine, | hate it, won't
do it again. And we've also

consciously beefed itup for live.
Some of the stuff we record just
doesn't carry aver into live and I've
tried to harden the banda wee bit, it
feelsmore compact now.”

Are the Greg Johnson Set a pop
group?

“In the same way the Chills or

Straitjacket Set orChainsaw
Masochist are pop music— pop

without being pap, just ;

contemporarymusic. We don'tfit
into a genre like Paul Kelly who's

more countrybased but its based
around songs rather than,say, NRA

who are based more around impact
anddance.” . :

When asked to describe his music,
Gregsuggests it's the sortof thing
he'd put on to dothe vacuuming but
I think what he really means is, it's

‘music fo sit down with a drinkto. This
raises the issueof vacuity, of which

Greg Johnson has been accused,
due to his tendencyto pop upin
glossyfashion magazine spreads,
not fo mention his penchant for

striking screamingly louche poses
(see above). Didn't he appearin
Australian Vogue recently?

“Yeah, | was. | have an attitude
towards press thatI'll doanything
that comes along — within reason.

And the reason for that is that an

article like that might temptsomeone

togoand buy a record, its as simple
asthat”

AndNick D eat your heart out.

Greg has even appeared as one of
those More ‘Men We Love'.

- “I had a lot ofshit for that,”
i

confides Greg, “Itwas a classic -
‘trying fo look cool’ photo but a

photo’sa photo, | juststood there
and haditfaken.If theywantto
make it lookreally moody then

they'll dothat.” :
With a resultant loss in credibility2

~ “I'm not sure what credibility is.

Credibilityisalways in someone

else’s eyes. | know what 'm doing
and | know that I'm serious about the
music | do.” : _
- Despite the pin-up look and the

aroma of HighStreet that wafts
around Greg Johsnon like Kerouac

coffee fumes, Greg Johnson is

actually quite aserious young man.

He doesn't draw his audience from
High Street (‘I don't think those

people like our music very much, |
don't think thatcrowds really
interested in music atall”). In fact, he

worries that maybehe and his Set

.are actually foo serious.
“l gotSaturday nightsoff recently

and started going outwatching
other bands, which | hadn't done for

a while. We saw Honey Love and

Semi-Lemon Kolas and These

Wilding Ways, and the other
weekend we sawSupergroove and
MC OJ & Rhythm Slave and

Emulsifierat the Powerstation, and |

suddenly thought ‘my god, we're

very serious,aren’t we!’ But | think
that's justthe nature of the music.
There is humourbut its blackhumour
itits anything. | guessthese bands |
mentioned are all 17 and 18, they've
gotmore energy.”

More than justa pretty face, Greg
the 25year old ex-architecture
student does not dream ofattaining
Push Push like pin-up status but of

making musicthat “comes from the
soul” rather than somemarketing
angle. A novel concept indeed in -
this town.

“My ultimate ambition,” hesays
somewhat wistfully, “is not to be a

pop star but to live well offmaking
records and to travelaround. If | can

make one albuma year to the best
standards possible and then tour, I'd
be really happy.”
DONNA YUZWALK
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Drop in for a demo or phone for a brocure & price list
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