
Dance Floor
Technics DMCDJ

Championships
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If the 4thannual World DJ Champs
and convention were scaled down this

year, nobody can blame the DJs, DMC

or the general public. Whereas last

year the event was a three day affair

starting with theconvention at the

Hippodrome, the Eliminations the next

night at Le Palais and the World Final at

the huge Wembley Arena. This year

was twd days, theconvention firstat

the Hippodrome, London’s huge tacky
tourist orientated club on Leicester

Square, given severe sireet cred for

one night, followed by the elimination
at Le Palais in Hammersmiththe next

afternoon, and the Finals that evening
at the same venue. If you want to

blame somebody, blame Saddam

Hussein, because the same GulfWar

that caused all the patrioticfervour

Stateside also seemed to cause some

sort of national paranoia ofair travel

amongst Americans. London itself was

almost empty of American and

Japanese tourists, and it seems that

many American artists simply refused

to travel. Public Enemy, 3rd Bass,

Mantronix, Inner City and Digital
Underground were the headliners in

1990.This year the whole show-relied

more on British, second level US acts

and whatseemed like an endless

stream of bad Euro disco acts. But shit,
there were over 50 live performances
(or semi-live in some cases) on the first

night.
The highlights were, forme, Maxi

Priest, the Ragga Twins, Loose Ends,
Omar(a wonderful acappella), Lisa
Stansfield’s impromptu ‘Around The

World’, an amazing rendition of

‘Somebody Else’s Guy’ from Jocelyn
Brown, who then duetted with a

reformed Heatwave, but especially
Alison Limmerick, whose rendition of

‘Where Love Is', probably the biggest
club and radio record in London this
year, with DMC'’s Steve Anderson on

keyboards, was awesome.

The low point of the evening
seemed to be the Sony Music

showcase at the end. Maybe it was

because we'd sat through some 50

acts, but we were presented with-

about eight of the worst Euro-disco

acts one after the other.We joined the

general stream towards the bar.

The hosts the next afternoon, after a

late start, seemed to suffer a few

technical problems. Our own DJ Raw
had problems with his right cartridge
output which forced him to stop half

way through to rectify it,obviously
putting him off his pace. There were

also problems with one of the four

turntables which forced several

competitors to have to redo part of

their set. No-one could accuse the

DMC management of not doing right
by the competitors in this. Notonly
were they fair, they were seen to be

fair. In the end Raw didn't get thru to

the evening’ finale, but he did get one

of the best crowd responses of any of

the non-qualifying DJs. We were

proud.
By the time the final commenced the

Palais was full to capacity (about
3,500, which makes our 720 look

pretty respectable), and the whistle

posse was in effect as DJ Tim

Westwood, a UKhip-hop legend
(although god knows why) warmed the

crowd up. Eight were supposedto go

through from the elimination (out of

26) but the standard was so high that in

the end nine went on to compete with

Germany's David Fascher, the reigning
champion.What was surprising was -
the numberof return champions from

lastyear, ie Yoshi from Japan,
Denmark’s DJ Wgerlee, and the

legendary Eliot Noss from Finland.

The standardwas definitelyhigher

than last year, but the directive from

the DMC head office about the desire

to get away from scratching and back

to pure DlJing seemed to be ignored
by both the contestants and the judges,
which may in a way be bad forthe

competition in the long term. Until DJ

Dave’s defending set, it seemed as if

the Americans, with D-bert, a small,

very reserved American born Philipino
(wearing what looked like a tea cosy

on topofhis baseball cap!) from San

Francisco, had taken the title,
especially with his finale, where he

scratched using thearm over a

non-moving record. But DJ Dave came

on like a superstar (apparentlyhe’s

made several million dollars since

winning last year) and did his thing. His

thing was basically a sped up variation

of last year’s set buthe finished by
break dancing on fop of the tumntable

while itwas still playing. The final result

was Japan first, USA second and DJ

Dave third. Personally | can’t help
thinkingthat the UK's Reckless was
ratherhard done by. His set was

everything that DMC had said they
wanted beforehand, and he did some

absolutely amazing things with two

copies ofCameo’s ‘She’s Strange’.
Consensus seemed to be that he

deserved a place ahead of Japan.
The other star of the evening was

the Russian who, while nota

competitor, did unbelievable things
with two very ancient reel to reel tapes
decks. You can't buy Technics turntables

in Russia.
Records of the competition are,

predictably, Al-Naayfish, ‘lt Takes Two’
and ‘Gonna Make You Sweat'.

I can't help feeling, and this seemed

to be general opinion amongst the

crowd and theorganisers, that in its

current format thecompetition has.

gone as far as it can go, and next year .
will see a major change. | think that

maybe it’s also fair fo say that fora

New Zealand DJ to make any sort of

impact we're gonna have to tighten
things up a a bit, get more flamboyant,

put on more of a show, because

putting your head down and doing
amazing things with two 5L12007%s is no

longer enough.
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Massive ‘Blue Lines’ (UK Wild

Bunch LP) '
Two stops onfrom Soul Il Soul (whose

Nellie Hooper camefrom the same

Bristol posseas this band), this is a

typically English amalgam ofsoul, jazz,
reggae, hip-hop, and house that is

totallyengaging and kinda essential

listening. Includes the singles
‘Daydreaming’ and recent club hit

‘Unfinished Sympathy’ plus a killer

cover ofWilliam De Vaughan’s ‘Be

Thankful For WhatYou've Got'. A word

of warning: get vinyl as the CD issue

seems to suffer from a total lack of

bottomend.

Run DMC ‘Fates’ (Beatnik mix)
(UK Profile, 100 bpm)

Remixed by Chad Jackson, this is

muchsuperior to the US and initial UK

pressings, with a groovyshuffling swing
based in part on Big Daddy Kane's
‘Ain't No Stopping'. Best single from

these guys in years, probably since ‘My
Adidas’.

Crystal Waters— ‘Gypsy
Woman'’ (US Mercury 127,118
bpm) .

Real hot track produced by current

hip producers the Basement Boys. The

vocal on this garage track sounds like

Marlene Dietrich gone soul, if you can

figure that one out. Number one on

dance charts all over the world.

Those Guys — ‘Tonight’ (US
MCA 12,120 bpm)

AnotherBasement Boys production,
this is almost instrumental sounding
New York garage,the only vocal

being a repeated “gonna make love

to you tonight”. Surprisingly
underground for a major label.

Wendell Williams — ‘So

Groovy’ (UK DeConstruction

12”,110bpm)
Produced, like his last one, by the

godfather of hip-hop, Arthur Baker,
this is afar funkier affair than

‘Everybody’with a great chorus,
amusing lyrics, and samplesobvious

and not so obvious. It might not be a

classic butyou can dance to it.

Vibes Alive — ‘The Spoken
Word’ (UK Bassline 12,104
bpm) :

Basically a slowed down remake of

the FM Band's ‘Jazz It Up’ with a

harder, more hip-hop drumtrack,
definitely one of the sounds of 1991. A

big hit at the Box.

Groove and the Gang —‘ln
The Mood To Party’ (Us United
Sounds of America 12”7, 110

bpm)
Created by the CFM Band's Renauld

Deschamps, this is sort of a New York

version of the Vibes Alive track with

more ofa lazy Latin feel and a rhythm
track mutatedfrom ‘Break For Love”.

Should be big in the northern summer,
which isabout as temperate as our

winter anyway.

Christopher Williams —‘l'm

Dreaming’ (US Giant 12", 106

bpm)
New JackSwing is not exactly hip,

especially after the bland low rent

crap thatAmerican suburban FM has

foisted upon the world over the last
three years. Well, just when you least

expect it somebody makes a good
swingbeat record. From the New Jack

City soundtrack, this track just sorta

gréovesalong at a nice pdce. Nothing
special, just sortof addictive.

UndergroundSolution —‘Luv
Dancin’ (Remix) (US Strictly
Rhythm 12”7, 124bpm)

Strictly Rhythm is the hottest label on

the planet at the moment,and,
although this is not totally new, it's been

given a second wind by the big bucks

recently paid forit by Virgin. A subtle

undergound house track with an

enormously catchy chorus from

somebody called Jasmine. An essential

Inner City track for‘9l.

De La Soul — ‘Ring Ring Ring’
(Italian Flying 12”, 107 bpm)

The original US single of this was

rather wooden and unexciting but the

UK CJ Mackintosh Party Line remix is

much betterwith far more ofa roll to it,
a hot sax intro and a sample from Fat

Larry’s Band.

Monks ofFunk — ‘Wonderful

Thing’ (UK White Label, 110

bpm)
Another CJ mix, strongest in its CJ's In

The Park mix on the flip side. The best

kind of pop rap, in other words it

sounds nothing like Snap. Based

around the old Kid Creole hit from
about ‘B3, this is going to be huge if

there's any justice in the world. Expect
alocal release fromWarners very

soon.
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| MISCELLANEQUS|
NINA LANE - - = St s

Solo singer guitarist songwriter available throughout .
NZ. Lyrically colourful and highspirted originals with =

country/blues overtones, ph(09)817-6171. == = &
THE OUTER LIMITSCLUB =5o
For the way coolest thursday nights in the universe with

wild live bands & solid technoblasts at Wellington's .. -

most central &crash hot rock venue THE NEW -
-

CARPARKAEBSEERI G ian i ey
SHIHAD TOURING SOON . 7o .t

See next issue for full details. v D
" U2BLK & WHT PHOTOs - - . i o

Limited offer of professional on/off stage photos from
-

overseas. Send SAE for list to: PO Box 87-027, AK 5.

NAKAMICHI SERVICE = o 0 w7
“Audiocraft, NZs only authorised service centre. Ph/Fax ™

(09)358-0918. st T 2
POSTER PASTE-UP & DIST. /- ..

If you're serious about promoting your event, band or

whatever then use us, STICY FINGERS POSTER -

CAMPAIGNS. Our postersstay on top, look good, in
-

prime locations, and up on time. We are based in .
Wellington but can do other locations nationwide = -
poster flyer runs. Ph (04)835-238 for a quote. Trust us

we know what we're glueing. L L 0 des

OUTER LIMITS CLUB

Calling all bands living on the edge ofuncertainty. We

want you! Taking booiings now, Ph (04)835-238. '
SHIHAD LATEST T-SHIRT AVAILABLE

New design on black T. s32(incl P&P), Sweatshirt $42.

Send cheque, money order, cash to: SHIHAD, PO Box

11-177, Wellington.
QUEEN FANS
Do you want it all2 Join ROYAL MAGIC, Australasian
friends ofQueen and receive regular exposure fo the -
newest Queen newsand merchandise offersthru our

bi-monthly newsletters. For more info write: ROYAL $
MAGIC, 95 Kawiu Rd, Levin, NZ.

ALTERNATIVE CUTS

Colouring, styling,Dredds, Mowhawks, etc...Call Jason

(09)779-030,0r779-154.

GEYSERLAND 97.5 FM
Real music variety...song after sona.

|st b it ee
PAPAKURARECORD EXCHANGE
143 Great South Rd, Ph 298-0773. Buy, sell, & trade

“records, tapes, and CDs. :
FLYING NUN, FLYING IN
Mailorder catalogues available from Box 677,
Auckland. :
THRASH - METAL VIDEO COMP

Sepultura, Slayer, Sacred Reich etc (7 bands) write to

MegaNoise, Box 21020 Chch (or Grunt). ‘
REAL GROOVY RECORD SEARCH

We have 1000 s of titles new and used. Send your want

lists, incl SAE. 438Queen St, Ak.Ph(09)775-870.
RARE RECORDS
Real GroovyRecords monthlymail-order auction, see

list in this issue. Future auctions will include autographs,
_coloured vinyl, picture discs, alternative, metal,
progressive, 60s, Beatles, Stones, Presley, 7“s, EPs, &

'NZ music. Real GroovyRecords, 438 Queen St, Ak I.Ph

775-870,Fx 370-493.

CLASSIC KIWI ROCK ;
Farmyard 2 LP set S6O, Human Instinct 2 LP set S6O,
Human Instinct 3 LP box SB3, Spacefarm $32.
Payment to Sudkrueze Productions, PO Box 5171, Mt

Maunganui.
HULLELUJAH PICASSOS NEW CASS, EP

Peanut Butter Now available from Real Groovy
Records & selected retailers nationwide or send $5.30

(incl P&P) to: Red Tapes, Freepost 3258, PO Box 1869,

0
GUITARBSETIQPEEBRICANT ‘

Used for over 25 years by leading
musicians.

Clean - Case sized aerosol - Easy to

. = e o useand very effective. Just spray guitar |
strings and neck lightly.

M « Permitslonger periods ofplaying before

| j finger tip discomfort.

e « Stopsstring drag...Allowsquick, smooth,
' position changes without rasp.

se « Slicks neck for smooth, quick palm

movement.

ounat o Allows smooth callous development.
U STRING Not oil

S

Wemicad! ° ot oily, greasy, staining or messy. ;
Dwswweyne®

o Used on fretted and bowed strings.

U o Increases string life.

Q::..‘r_; « For steel, wound, gut or nylon strings.

o Long lasting and economic

; ASK FOR FINGER-EASE AT YOUR

b ¢ FAVORITE MUSIC STORE TODAY ......

Sole NZ Distributor:

.Lyn McAllister Music Ltd !
:P.O. Box 39-143 :

_Auckland West i

IDEAL FOR ALL STRINGED

- INSTRUMENTS!

RS\
o CLEANSSTRINGS W8 oo CLEANS STRINGS me LETS YOU PLAY FASTER

o BRIGHTENS SOUND "1 S (-
o LONG LASTING. - -

&
W‘ e

o PROLONGS FINGERBOARD LIFE ",©hci2
e EASYTOUSE S 0 st
GLIDES ONWIPES OFF

SoleNZDistributor:Lyn McAllister Music Lid -
225 P.0.80x39-143, Auckland West. Ph (09) 3034-936 .

The Old Book Cellar Ltd

I Retailer ) lrh,porler I Science Fi‘C[iOl.lAO‘ :

I New & Ind Hand Comics 0T Shiri B |
) Shop and Mail Order { ,

| . >
08 Albert Street. Auckland
Phiooe & Eax £00)309.-3144

Ak 1, or send SAEfor full Red Tapes Catalogue (NZ "+ -

music & merchandise).e e e '
METAL Saiaiiss fnd i e ndn s

Live videos: Hanoi Rocks, Faster Pussycat,Winger, %~ -
Aerosmith, Lita Ford, Gary Moore,Slaughter etc. Send /-
SAE for list to HM, 205 Tiro Tiro Rd, Levin. '+ . .

REM & JOY DIVISION RARE CDs - . Rl
For details, send SAE to C Newman, 23 Mapplebeck -~ *

St Titahi Bay, Wgtn. " oiisis oot
ECHO RECORDS MAILORDER =

&

o
Join our mailing list. Over 500 titles get Sale / Auction -~
every 3 months. PO Box 13-410, Christchurch. xSO
NEAT RARE LPs CDs PIC . = .. -
Led Zep, Cure, Hendrix, Stones, Doors, Dylan, Tull, .=
Beatles, ACooper, Bowie, Floyd, D Purple, Genesis, ...
U2, Springsteen, Metallica, Iggy, Maiden, Yardbirds, .
REM, Skid Row, Guns N Roses, Zappa, Who & more... !
Send SAE: 17a Glasgow St, Palmerston Nth. =5 2
CURE & GRATEFUL DEAD RARE CDs . = .. .

For details, send SAE to C Newman, 23 Mapplebeck "+

St, Titahi Bay, Wgtn. &0 a 0 s ete

HAMILTON RECORD EXCHANGE = .-~

We are having anouther postal bid sale ofsingles, EPs, . -
& albums from 50s to 90s. For catalogue send two 40c:
stampsto Hamilton Record Exchange, Shop 11, Kings -
Arcade (next to McDonalds), Victoria St, Hamilton. Lots -
of rarities. Closes June 7.0/ ftr eite; eiy
SHIHAD DEBUT EP OUT SOON - =.~@i
See next issue forfull details. =OO Sl MR
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MONEY FOR SOUNDS! IR

S2OO forthese LPs: MANTIS Snatmin Cuthin, Human
*

Instinct. SPACEFARM: SIOO forTicket, SSO forThink, *
Spring, TudorLodge, Lutha. Also Bob Dylan EPs & -~ ™.

dozens more. For list: PO Box 5171, Mt Maunganui. - ;-

e. 44‘/‘»

NT FOF BT
"WEBUY AND SELL ;
New and used musical instruments. BB’s music store,

259 Symonds St, Ak.Ph 399 693. ; iy

IMMACULATE GEAR

Perraeux, Rotel, Dual, Nakamichi & Yamaha. Send _
SAE for list. PO Box 99-111 Nwmkt Ak.

IBANEZ ARTIST GUITAR :
Semi-electric, model AS2OOAV with violin finish &

case. SI3OO ONO (valued at $2450). Regretful sale

ph: Kirsten, Dunedin 473-8272.
STUDIO EQUIPMENT
Otari MTR9O 24 Track 2” recorder with autolocator

$14500. Ampex MMI2OO 16 Track 2" recorder with

remote, suit spares or rebuild $3500 ONO. Part -
exchange considered, otherequip. avail,,
Ph(09)4104-023, Gary.

L

BASS PLAYERWTD ;
For original alternative pop band. Demo.available. Ph

Darren 473-0193 or Richard 266-9827.

Guitarist or keyboardistwanted forglam
rock band. Ph Chris (09)763-742.
SEEKING SONGWRITING PARTNER

Singer/songwriter wants creative musicianto -

collaborate in writing pop / dance/soul. Dominic: PO

Box 9018, Newmarket, Ak 1. Ph'(o9)6oo-102.
HARD ROCK BASS :
To join hard rock band must be keen & have own

transport. For furtherdetails please ph: lan e
(09)603-674, Craig 645-093, Andrew 875-766.
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