
Rocksteady
Mobbin ’

“Don’t be calling me a gangsta, y’hear.”
Wouldn’t dream of 1t... sir. T-Bone, of Los

Angeles rap group Da Lench Mob is making

sure I get his point.
“It’s a bad image. It’s not me, it’s not my

group, and it’s not the way we want to con-

duct ourselves. None of our lyrics pertain to

going out and doing drive-bys or disrespect-

ing women. If you’ve got some kind of sense

and some kind of morals, you wouldn’t want

to be a gangsta, period.”
T-Bone has this ability to make you sit up

straight and pay full attention, even though
he’s coming down a phone line 15,000

miles away. And he’s had that effect on his

listeners for a while now. '.

Drawing attention to themselves, initially
as Ice Cube’s musical cohorts, Da Lench

Mob moved on to drop .their own knowledge
with the 1992 album Guerillas In Tha Mist.

Like Cube’s album Predator, Guerillas docu-

mented the LA riots, and kicked major ass

as one of the most hardcore, articulate rap

albums of that year. Two years later, T-Bone

is describing their second album, Planet Of

The Apes, ' as “the ’ soundtrack to

Armageddon”.
The end of the world as we know it occu-

pies much of T-Bone’s train of thought

throughout our chat. We fail to ride the same

wavelength, and I can’t help but believe he’s

too serious for a man in his 20s. Know any

good jokes?
“The Armageddon is here, believe it or

not. It’s gonna be way bigger than the riot. If

you have been following the news in the last

10 years, you would see we have had major
earthquakes, big fires in Malibu and

Oakland, a big earthquake in Mexico, the

incident in Waco, Texas, the LA riot of 92,

huge floods in the Mid West, the bombing of

the World Trade Centre in New York, and you

had Hurricane Eugene that almost wiped out

Miami. It’s no coincidence that these inci-

dents or events happened in the last 10

years. The time for change is here. We are in

the last years. By the year 2000 there will be

a major change. I think God will come down

here, and whoever is not on his side will be

wiped out... white or black.”

I still don’t get it.

JOHN RUSSELL

Trouble
Funk

‘The Black Panther’ of rap has been gettin’

busy, but this time round he’s not had near-

ly as much trouble.

In 1992, when Oakland rapper Paris deliv-

ered the final cut of the album Sleeping With

The Enemy to his record company, he was

shown the door. He opened a bigger one

himself, by forming the independent record

label Scarface, and has just released an

incendiary mix of rap, funk and R&B called

Guerrilla Funk.

Paris takes aim at black on black violence,

police brutality, and comes down hard on

rappers who promote the sale of liquor in

black communities.

“I rap about negative aspects of America,

but I do it in a positive way. I know what

effect positive musical messages had on me

because I listened to Public Enemy and, to a

large extent, I am a direct result of listening
to them. My ideologies now, and the social

commentaries I promote in my music, are a

result of me listening to them. There’s a lot

of negativity out there now and that’s why I
do things this way. There can never be too

much positivity.”
JOHN RUSSELL
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