
SINGLES BAR Mark Phillips

The The
Perfect (Some Bizarre) 12"

Matt Johnson, who recently
suffered an eye infection (better
than a split lip) wrote this song
some lime ago. Its anti-nuclear
stance becomes relevant consider-
ing what's happening in Europe
and its pleasant melody rides the
desolation the lyrics predict. Ex
NY Doll David Johansen guests on.
the harmonica, a instrument,
rarely associated with synth epics.
Did nothing in England but looks
set to be a hit in NZ just shows
they don't have all the good taste.
Simple Minds
Waterfront (Virgin) 12"
' I could say this has been a long
time coming but that would be an
understated cliche. I think this will
probably be the single that breaks
Simple Minds in America. Yes, it
is that bad. Worse than a punch
from a bouncer.
Public Image Ltd
This is Not a Love Song
(Virgin) 12"

Not another great white whale
(wail)! I've been waiting for this
single for months why, I don't
know. Unadventurous, grinding
guitar, inane chanting and pre-
cious little else mean J. Lydon
better thinkagain. Not only that,
they've put 'The Public Image' on
this four-track EP. Makes you
wonder what happened in the five

years inbetween.
NV, It's Alright (Sire)

Hot on New York radio at the
moment, NV get an. automatic
local release. Sharp dance mobility
for fast feet and open-minded
heads. Slick production from a
couple of unknowns, don't allow
it to linger. A life saver.
The Models
I Hear Motion (Mushroom)

. These blokes played the Windsor
the other week. It seemed to me
they had only one song. Lucky for
them, this is it. Nice chorus that
niggles under your skin and a slick
sound that wavers between your
ears. Ultimately, more Simple
Minds than Simple Minds, but
when the Scots don't produce the
goods they leave themselves wide
open. I mean, take that geezer the
Arsenal just bought. If he can't
score the goals then what do
you ...

The Rocksteady Crew
Hey You (Charisma) 12"

: Strange thing, dance. It seems
the people who do it best also
know how to make the best
records for doing it to. Dance crew
the Rock Steadys had a huge hit
with this and nobody is surprised.
Voluptuous feet movement
memento that will stay with us
forever. A hit in 92 different,
languages.
The Special AKA
War Crimes (Chrysalis)

This one is now well over a year
old. If it wasn't an essential addi-
tion to the collection I'd have said
don't bother to release it. No radio
station will play this weird and
wonderfully deep mini-classic, but
if you ever even half respected
Jerry Dammers you have to have
it.
The Johnnys
I Think You're Cute (Regular)

The Johnnys are a bunch of

nurds in cowboy hats. Not only
that, they're Australians. This is
an absolutely stupid ditty, impos-
sible to take seriously, which is
just as well, because 1 don't think
it was meant to be. Mental as
Anything go to Texas.

Before 1 go I'd just like to ask
why there aren't any Christmas
records. 'Jingle Smells' by the
Exploited anything!

the
SHAKE
Summation

Russell Brown

Big Sideways
Let It Out (Unsung)

■ A fun, if lightweight, bit of pop
that hits a groove and bowls along
in it with the odd tasty injection
of trumpet from Mike Russell.
Summery stuff, even if the lyrics
grate a bit. 'No Rush Dorothy' is
lively Calypso nonsense and
Bright, Clean, New and Brave' is
a poor attempt at a rap sort of
thing.
Bottletops
The World is Jivin' (Onset-Offset)

Yeah, I know it’s been out for
ages but we hacks tend to. get
complacent and wait for things to
get dropped at our doorsteps. I'd
expected a fairly amiable jumble
but this is genuinely quirky. With
unique singing; it's sometimes
funny, sometimes passionate and
occasionally unnerving, all in a
small sort of way. An ideal anti-
dote to commercial radio. And 13
tracks!
Diatribe
Too Lazy (Warrior)

Diatribe can be pretty flat on
stage but this record shows them

off to much better effect. The ska-
ish Too Lazy', however, sounds
a bit contrived and isn't really a
good opener. 'Shakedown' is
better but it's the EP's two sparser
songs that really work. On
'Dangerous Game' Peter Kirkbride
provides a nice vocal and simple
but effective guitar over some,
smart rhythms, while 'Gift of
Cruelty' (from the Patu sound-
track) delivers its message with a
fine balance of drama and grace.
Coconut Rough
As Good As It Gets (Mushroom)

Eh? Three minutes and 31
seconds that wander past in
spectacularly ungripping fashion.
To be fair, half the problem is
Dave Marrett's seemingly staple
bland, seamless production. It
wouldn't be nearly so annoying if
Coconut Rough didn't keep up this
"Polynesian Pop" pretence (see
sleeve). This is about as Poly-
nesian as the last Air Supply
single.
Marie and the Atom
Yellow Read Aloud (Flying Nun)

This isn't yer average kiwi rock
single. A personal, bold,, beauti-
fully executed five-track EP that
is part of a larger theatrical
performance. Gill Civil and
Virginia Were play various instru-
ments and share vocals. They're
helped out by various friends,
including a string section. I can't
claim a complete understanding of
thisrecord but my favourite track
is ISOL', for its singing. It would
be a pity if this didn't reach
beyond the usual crowd that
bothers to buy local "alternative"
records because its scope iswider
than that.
Ballon D'essai
Ballon D'essai Grow Up (Flying
Nun)

Ballon D'essai have always had
an odd sort of appeal that often

puts them only a hair's breadth
away frombeing crap when in fact
they can be great. Unfortunately'
it has proved hard to translate that
appeal to vinyl. The best of the
seven tracks here is Armchair
Tourists', demented, mocking and
about not going places. But others
I recognise from live performance,
like 'Why?' don't quite come
across. But the only actual bad
song is 'Simon Says' and the
superb cover and big comic inside
are almost Worth the purchase
price on their own. 'Grow Up, the
title says - I think the music that
gave us the Mutant Hop is still
maturing. Keep an ear on it.
Monte Video
Sheba She Sha Shoo (White Label)

- Well it's damn clever and it's
well produced (with a filthy great
bass synth sound) and it will
probable be a hit. I'd have no
objection to this sort of thing if it
didn't keep real musicout of things
like the Music Awards (I mean,
Best Male Vocalist?) Actually, the
best joke is that the title's spelled
wrong on the cover art check it!
Auckland Walk
I Wasn't Thinking (WEA)

The band , that has won the
hearts of the nation's teenies, not
to mention the odd video
recorder. The bell-like keyboard
motif is a nice touch but the
plodding beat, irritatingly
mannered vocals and banal lyrics
add up to an unpleasant experi-
ence. The flip, 'Never Gave Up' is
lighter but the vocals spoil it
again.
Bronx
One Foot Over the Line (Vertigo)

' Brighter than 'Streetfighters' but
all set to a stupefying rhythm. It's
not exactly original either.
Tama Band
Running' and Hidin' (Maui)

A fairly pleasant, cruisy affair

with nice guitar, both rhythm and
lead. The B-Side is a bit . more
bluesy and.l. like it more.
Radio Active
Angela (Crystal)

Radio Active sound like (well,
probably are) one of those New
Wave Rock Groups who started
popping up two or three years
ago. Almost enlivened (but. not
quite) by a lead break that reaches
for the heights scaled by the one
in Another Girl Another Planet'
it sounds like a less pompous
Flight X-7 over a Narcs bassline.
Quite clever on its own terms, 1
suppose.
Shane
Total Man (WEA)

A bold shot at up-to-dateness.
But 5 min 21 sec of electronic
trickery can't disguise a basically
old-fashioned song.
Split Enz
Strait Old Line (Mushroom)

An elegantly executed swingish
little thing that's hummable with-
out 1 being exciting. The flip,
'Parasite' is a bit stranger. It's
another Tim Finn confessional
that steps away from the whole-
some vocal approach that the Finn
brothers have been providing
since True Colours. Still, it's'Strait
Old Line' that'll sell it. •
Taste of Bounty
Party Time (Maui)

Taste of Bounty represent the
curious mix of soul and heavy
metal which seems unique to this
country. Side One is the lighter
side; featuring 'Party Time', which
is about just what it says and the
rather cliched 'Love 'em and Leave
'em Man'. The flip is the heavy
side, with 'White Sandshoes' and
the angry instrumental Patu’.
Within the group's own terms, a
qualified success.
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And what a year it was!
The Builders, They were Expendable, Stones
& childrens Hour's successes made the
initial slog worthwhile.
Thanks to all the other bands who demoed
and rehearsed, and especially to Flying Nun
(well never be the same.) :• ?

As for 1984 Onward & Upward! who knows,
maybe 8 Living Legs & Spear Messiah will get that -v
huge underground following... -

.

Rehearsals: S2O (6 hour average). Recording S2O per hour. Merry Xmas
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MUSIC STUDIO
43 ANZAC AVE. PHONE 795-344

.;c PO BOX 4187, AUCKLAND 1.
INDIES MAIL ORDER “ —*

'7" 45s(PS) Picture Sleeve NR New Release
Bongos,.Falling (PS) . 99
SmellyFeet, Masterpieces (PS) 99
Kiwi Animal, Wartime (PS) 2.99
Spelling Mistakes, Reena (PS) 2.99
Herco Pilots, Jumping At (PS) Dbl 45 ' 5.00
Screaming Meemees, Stars In My Eyes (PS) 2.99
Herco Pilots, Wonder Book (PS) (RARE) 5 00
Red Mole, Bugis Street Again 2.99
The Drongos, Halloween(PS) 2.99
12"45s
Sonya Waters, No Pain (PS) NR 6 99
Blam Blam Blam, Mini LP/Cass (PS) 5.99
Zagni/McGlashan. Standards (PS) 4.99
Hulamen, Beer & Skittles (PS) . 599
Henchmen, Do The Maelstrom (PS) 4.99
From Scratch, Gungho 1,2,3 (PS) 6.00
Big Sideways, Let It Out (PS) 4 99
Terror Of Tinytown, I Am The Need (PS) 4.99
The Body Electric, Pulsing (PS) 4 99
Unrestful Movements, Ist (PS) 5.99
Unrestful Movements, Fireman (PS) 6 99
Screaming Meemees, Stars In My Eyes (PS) 5.50
Peking Man, Venetian Blinds (PS) NR 5.99
Miltown Stowaways, Strong & True (PS) 4.99
Rip Shit Or Bust, Terrorways, etc. (PS) 6.99
Cassettes
Avant Garage, Garage To Gallery 8 50
Peking Man, Animal Instincts _ 6 50
Fetus Productions, Self Manipulation 6.50
Zagni/Scholes, 4 Minute Exposure 8.50
Ivan Zagni, London 79 8.50
Silent Decree, In Loving Memory 5.50
Albums
3 Voices 9.50
Big Sideways 9.50
Avant Garage, Music /• 9.50
Miltown Stowaways, Tension Melee 9 50
Gordons 8.00
Barking Up The Right Tree(cass) 10.99
The Body Electric, Presentation & Reality (cass) 10.99
Sam Hunt, Bottle To Battle To Death (cass) 10 99
The Pelicans, 8 Duck Treasure (cass) 99
Blam Blam Blam, Luxury Length 10.99
Screaming Meemees, If This Is Paradise 10 99
Goats Milk Soap, Various 8.50
No Tag, Can We Get Away With This 10.99
Post and packing is $1 for first 7" single, 50 cents
for each additional single. $1.30 for first album or 12"
single, 65c for each additional album/12". Circle the
records you want. Complete the form and post to
Indies Mail Order, PO Box 37-371, Parnell, Auckland 1
Name
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SMALL ADs
Small Ads cost $1 per line.. Send copy and
payment (prior to publication) to ‘RIU’ Small
Ads, PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.
THANKS FRIENDS
Eric Android would like to thank all those who kept
in touch while he was on holiday in Club Parry. Hi ■"

Baine & friends.
20 KRYPTON HITS & CHCH COMPILATION
20 Krypton Hits Vol 1 - $7.00. C6O compilation tape,
music from; The Gorillas, The Bats, The Riptoids,
The Axemen, The McGoohans, The Bottletops, They
Were Expendable, Alec Bathgate, Evasive Action,
Drowning is Easy & 10 more. $7.00 & 35 cents
postage. From Onset Offset, PO Box 2764, Chch 1.
DRUM MACHINE FOR SALE ."/• • TRoland TRBOB Drum machine; $900.. Ph 436-986
BOWIE LIVE MATERIAL
David Bowie Live material for sale, from 1972-79
and other artists too. For lists write to: Live Materials,
PO Box 7325, Sydenham, Christchurch 2.
LUDWIG DRUM KIT FOR SALE
6 piece stainless steel, big sizes, big sound. $1950 .
ono. Includes stands and cases. Ph Paul Crowther,
789-125 (Bus) or 605-523 (Hm).
RARE RECORDS -/

1: David Bowie bootleg
original, excel, condition. 2: Bob Dylan bootleg -

'Great White Wonder’. 1 green, 1 yellow disc, excel,
condition. 3: The Chirping Crickets’ NZ Brunswick
BLBOOI - mint minus. 4: 'Cliff Sings’ NZ Columbia
33MSX 1192 - mint minus. 5: ‘Cliff NZ Columbia
33MSX 1147 - mint minus. Interested? Send offers
(over SSO) by December 31 to PO Box 6836,
Auckland

If you are interested in ‘alternative music'
Or if you're looking for an unusual gift • ■for an unusual person.

You should /read ',-YV
RAZORS ON THE SLIDE

by Warwick Sven Jordan
only 52.00 per copy from: R F Publications ' '
40 Galaxy Dr. Mairangi Bay Auckland 10.

or: your nearest bookshop.

MARK 1
<3®CM<3B

22 Customs St West, Lwr Ground Fir, Customhouse, Auck :

• Latest arrivals direct from USA
• Back issues Marvel, DC, Pacific, etc.
• Comic related materialand magazines.
• Fantasy artwork, Portfolios & books.
Send for

■ ■ Catalogue
& Subscription List

Send stamped sae to:
MARK I COMICS
PO Box 27-365
Auckland, 4

STICK
WITH THE
BEST i’, ;i ,

Hickory
drumsticks
for them discerning.

Hickory
drumsticks
for the
discerning.
Professional

contact
lyni McAllister
MUSIC

for Information on
your nearest retailer
P.0.80x 39143
phone 34936
Auckland

RECORDS FOR SALE
Quality second hand LPs, singles & tapes at very
reasonable prices
Jazz etc. Rock & Roll Records, 18 Fort St, Auckland
city. Ph 797-899.
808 DYLAN RARITIES
Wanted ‘Desire’ (quad) and any other Dylan 455,
EPs, Boots, Videos, books etc. Will pay top prices
or trade from large collection. Contact LJK, 5 Carlyle
Cres, Blenheim.
DRUMMER WANTED
Required. for an established professional touring
band. Must be experienced. Phone Alan Judd,
76-635, Hamilton.
PA EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
EQs, Mikkes, Amps, Speakers, Rings, Wedges,
Space Echo, Parametrics, Digital Delay, Dls, Mike
Stands & Leads. : Phone Steve Hughes, (Auck)
579-009 ext 885 (Bus) or 565-631 (home). .
AUCTION
60s, 70s & NZ records. Picture discs, Live material,
Music sheets. Books, Badges, misc. gems. Send
SAE to PO Box 34-283, Auckland 10.
THE ASSOCIATES PROJECT
Can you draw comics? Interested artists please write
PO Box 6253, Wellesley St, Auckland. Not a funny
animal book; a full 20 issues are being taken to the
States
STUDIO EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
16 into 4 into 2 mixing consoles, ideal group starting
out, what offers? Eventide harmoniser H949, new
condition, surplus , to our requirements; offers?
Roland 555 Echo Unit, brand new, offers around
SIBOO. Nakamichi 1000 Mkll; top of line, offers
around SISOO. Ph 799-826 bus. hours.
GIBSON LGO. S6OO. Ph 834-4942 (Auck).
SYNTHESISER FOR SALE
Roland Jupiter 8 Polyphonic Synthesiser, mint
condition, sturdy road case,' SSOOO. Contact Mandrill
Studios, Ph 793-222 Auckland.
RECORDS FOR SALE: AS FOLLOWS
For Sale: PIL, Metal Box (unplayed) & Death Disco
12" (pic): Throbbing Gristle, Live Pic Discovery rare).
Offers for each. Send SAE to Psychic Contacts, 27
Jessie St, Petone.

ACE T-SHIRTS $9.95

ZIG ZAG

Guaranteed Permanent Prints
100% cotton unisex T-shirts

Colours: yellow or blue
Sizes: 10,12,14, S, M, OS, XOS. $9.95

Sweatshirts: Sky & Grey marl • - .
only $19.90 .

Send name, address, colour,
size required & payment to: .
ACE T-SHIRT FACTORY

• 800 COLOMBO ST NORTHr'- :O CHRISTCHURCH 1 •'' ;
- V


