
Russell Brown

"You walk on stage and everyone applauds
before you've done anything. You announce a
song that no one's ever heard before and they
all applaud like it's your hit single and you play
the whole set incredibly badly and fuck every-
thing up and they all cheer and applaud and ask
for encores and you think, well this is fantastic,
isn't it, nobody can tell whether we played really
badly or incredibly well, so what's the point?

"If you were in a group that was incredibly
popular and famous and so forth it would just
happen so much it would just be not worth it.
That was one of thereasons we wanted to break
up in Australia the last time. Because of the
routine of playing in Australia and the things
we were subjected to and people weren't
thinking about what we were doing.

"It was there and they wanted it to be a big
event so they made it one. I mean there were
so many times when we played last year when
we were fucking apalling and the crowd just
acted like we were great because they wanted
us to be great.''

But surely that's only human?
"Of course it's human. But that doesn't make

it good
So would you consider deliberately turning

out a bad performance to shed sycophantic
fans?

"No. I mean, we have played as offensively
as possible because there'smo other way we can
act in a situation of people acting like Pavlov's
Dogs. The only way you can shake them out
of that is to be as childish and petty as possible,
which is something I really despise to do. But
it's just totally against the grain for the Birthday
Party to stand up on stage and smile and get
thunderous applause knowing full well that

we're not doing something worthwhile at the time.
"I think our group is capable of being one of

the best groups I can think of and easily the
worst. Because when we're bad we're so bad.
We justact like a bunch of morons. And I'd hate
to have us any other way.

"The groups I like to see are the ones who are
capable of collapsing into the depths of
whatever. Because they are human, for Christ's
sake."

P is for Prelude
Nick and Roland wander up the stairs of

Mainstreet, probably aware that people have
been waiting for the rehearsal to begin. Nick is
finishing a milkshake everybody thought
they'd been at the pub. Roland plugs his guitar
in on stage and starts playing screeching riffs,
feeding back. Tracy Pew appears, he really is

like he looks in the pictures. Tracy and Des take
the stage, Roland is still making guitar noises.

Tracy unplugs Roland's guitar and says some-
thing sharp. Nick gives one of his sighs,
up the bottle of whisky on the table and
towards the stage. .

All of a sudden, things are very different..The
music, especially Cave's giant, gruff voice,
dominates. From being a large, empty, cold
place, the club suddenly seems too small for the
music. From 1a dead cold start the Birthday Party
have whipped up something frightening but
exhilirating. And this is only practice.

Nick Cave has his back turned to the dozen
or so people watching.

P is for Performance
Nick Cave has his arm wrapped around

someone's head. He's leaning over that person
staring wildly into someone's eyes. The
showman/shaman inside him has taken over.

The show is breathtaking, a killer punch. The
songs are slow and wonderful:.Suddenly, its
over.

• Nick was right: A lot of people weren t
satisfied. But that was only because they wanted
more. The band had managed to rehearse seven
songs with Des played them all.

Backstage, the applause and chants for an
encore are simply making the band more
miserable a silly situation. They can't play
any more songs and they aren't about to go out
and play something twice. It's a matter of
principle.

But as the man said, there's no guarantee on
the Birthday Party.. People complained about
not getting their money's worth. They shouldn't
judge performances in monetary, terms.

And On Into the Sunset?
This current tour is almost certainly the last

which will see the Birthday Party together as
a "band".

Roland: "We decided that the Birthday Party
was going to become a group that would operate
outside the normal terms of being a group. Stop
being a financial thing and be something that
was purely a creative form of expression."

The band will’ go back to Europe to pursue
their own individual projects until at least the
end of the year.

But that doesn't mean no more Birthday Party
records. They have already recorded new
material for their new label, Mute and they'll
get back into the studio and/or play live when
they "really, really want to". ; :

'But they're off the treadmill. Artists with
obligations only to themselves.
gjfSo, a sense the Birthday Party are stepping
out of Rock. Perhaps it's for the; best.

AND SO OH
'PARTY' FROM PAGE 12 .

Rip It Up / May 1983 25

BIG CITY MUSIC
36 FORT ST. AUCKLAND PH 32-202, 32-203

[GUITARS 1
Vintage;57 Stratl $ 1695
Standard Strat; :51495-
Double Eagle Les Paul.
Dimarzios.'flight case $995
New series Ibanez

;Roadstar*;f $499.
Ibanez BlazersJfrom 1

$295
New line of Kasuga .'

Electrics $495
Musician bass $895 :
Musician bass fretless

$949
Guila D.35 $866
Guild G.75 $835
Ibanez AW4S 12 string

'5475
Ibanez M342 12string!

$425

AMPS
Musicman 100 watt

$1995,
Musicman 50 w., $1675
Rockit Super Lead
Rockit Pro Champ Top

$895
Holden Graphic 200
.wattfflMEME* .3899
Gerard Super Sustain
imwattMUSH $1495;
Acoustic W Bin $1195
Alron 100 watt RCES999
Alron 100 watt Bass
Combo ;SBB@lsß49
Jansen .PA 200 watt 8;
ch p|K; ]slß7B
Jansen 5 chloow $950

DRUMS
■ Pearl Innovation
7 Piece . V‘ Ty':'' SIBBO
Tama Royalstar 7 Piece

$1585]
Tama Swingstar
\7\ Piece IHHIISj $1215 :
Tama 8" Snare $335
Pearl Timbales $252
Auckland’s Biggest
Range of Paiste
Cymbals

ALSO: SHURE, EV, AUDIO TECHNICA, IBANEZ & PEARL MICS; TAMA
MIC STANDS, IBANEZ, BOSS, MXR, LOCO & CORON EFFECTS.

AUCKLANDS BEST RATES FOR STROBE TUNING. ■■■ ■"

TOURING
THE NARCS

NO TURNING BACK TOUR

AUCKLAND WALK
83 “SHAZAM”

BATTLE
of the BANDS

DIRECT FROM NEW YORK
IBIS

ttewmstc

6
PO BOX 5564,
AUCKLAND 1.

BOOKING
MAINSTREET
HILLCREST

HAMILTON
RUMBA BAR

CABANA
NAPIER

BELLBLOCK
NEW PLYMOUTH
DB ROTORUA

REPRESENTING
TOMORROW’S

PARTYS ■■

ROSE BAYONET

D.D. SMASH
HIP SINGLES

ROYALES
LEGIONNAIRES

DANCE EXPONENTS
DAGGY & DICKHEADS

NARP^
AUCKLAND WALK

SPECIAL
ATTRACTIONS
MIDGE MARSDEN

COCONUT ROUGH

7r new MUStC'
MmaMefn

ms

PO BOX 5564,
AUCKLAND

makammem

D.D. SMASH
HIP SINGLES

ROYALES
LEGIONNAIRES

BOOKING
MAINSTREET
HILLCREST

HAMILTON
RUMBA BAR

CABANA
NAPIER

BELLBLOCK
NEW PLYMOUTH

; V DB ROTORUA
DANCE EXPONENTS

DAGGY & DICKHEADS
NARPQ

AUCKLAND WALK
' CITIZEN BAND SCREAMING
HAMMOND GAMBLE MEEMEES

WILLIE DAYSON BLOND COMEDY
BAND ALASTAIR RIDDELL

PHONE SIMON ELTON (09)797-784
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GLUEPOT
WAIKATO UNIVERSITY
ALBION, GISBORNE
LENNONS, HASTINGS
CRICKETERS
WELLINGTON
HILLSBOROUGH
OLDMILL, TIMARU
WAIKIWI
INVERCARGILL
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27 GOLDEN CENTRAL
ALEXANDRA

28, 29 ALBERT NITECLUB
QUEENSTOWN

JULY
30, 1,2 SHORELINE, DUNEDIN
5, 6 RUTLAND, WANGANUI
7-9 BELLBLOCK

NEW PLYMOUTH

BIG SIDEWAYS
The Sound of
Great Style and Movement
available at discerning record stores
or by mail order at $10.50.
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54 High Street Auckland 1, New ZealandStreet Auckland 1, New Zealand "
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thanks to these Bands for using our facilities
recently: The Convolutions

They were Expendable crimson Autograph
Silent Partners Shoe Shine Boys
Tony Kurta Black and Blue

Y'all come back now, Y’hear.

It. PROGRESSIVE
MUSIC SIUDIO
43 ANZAC AVE. PHONE 795-344
PO BOX 4187, AUCKLAND 1.
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When you deserve the best .

JBL LOUDSPEAKERS
Duncan
pickups SEYMOUR DUNCAN PICKUPS

JBL LOUDSPEAKERS
SEYMOUR DUNCAN PICKUPS
SCHECTER GUITAR RESEARCH
STEINBERGER BASSES
MATON GUITARS
PROSOUND SPEAKER SYSTEMSmHK

MESA BOOGIE AMP TUBES
For Free Catalogues and Dealer Info,
Write to ;Sole NZ Distributors: '

• >-~Yt:

Professional Musical & Audio Imports,
_

:

Sound-One (CHCH) Ud. <ssnft«
vVCV :!SS

P.O. Box 760 CHRISTCHURCH. Phone 891-476


