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Mark Phillips

Screaming Meemees
Stars In My Eyes (Propeller)

This is the best Meemees' record
ever ever ever. (Whether it's the
best Meemees' song is another
matter) It's a fast, neat package of
all the Meemees' trademarks
you've got to shake something to
it. The B-side of the 12" is an
extended "Day Goes By'. The cock-
tail dub bit is an obvious one but

this one succeeds well enough to
make the extended version better
than the original. The Meemees
may sometimes seem to deal in
gestures but good (not great)
records': like this vindicate them.
Export Lamb ;3njjjlH
Chicken On A Wire

Or Prime Export Blam, if that
clarifies things. A good one, this

sparse and effective. The flip is
an old Prime Movers' song 'Some-
one To Blame' and a Mahon song
'Be The Boss'. They're both very
average.
Spines, Punch (Ripper)

This isn't so much a single as a
record with two songs on it. Two very fine songs. Punch' is a quirky,

creeping little image, a whispered
invitation to dance. "Your Body
Stays' is more desperate and just
as good. You'll have to buy your
own copy of this one because
you'll never hear it on the radio.
The Drongos, Don't Touch Me
(Drongo Publishing)

Four New Zealanders, once of
Red Mole, now of New York,
produce some odd, atonal rock-
abilly. It's good but not special.
The Drongos are regarded as one
of the top up-and-coming bands
in New York. It's a pity we can't
send over some of our really good
ones.
Grammar Boys
World of Our Own (EMI)

These guys get painted as prats
everywhere but this isn't a bad bit
of bright power pop. The flip
'Caroline' spoils things though
full of unnecessary guitar and
hackneyed lyrics.
This Way Out, The Grind (DJM)

David Morel got together Sonya
Waters and RlU's own Stefan
Morris to record a couple of his

songs. It was done fairly quickly
and unfortunately, it sounds that
way. The songs aren't done justice
in the way they would be with a
regular band. Still", there's some-
thing there. I think Morel should
try again.
The Kiwi Animal
Wartime (Brent and JulieRecords)

Five urban folk songs? Perhaps
the best description. Two voices
and an acousticguitar. Two people
here, very distinct, but one. A
more reliable option than Kiwi
Animal live, this record has both
charm and faults. I think it's quite
good.
Blond Comedy
Rebecca (Mushroom)

A good song that suffers from
being a shade too long, losing its
direction somewhere. The impres-
sion is that there's a better song
struggling to get out. They can do
without songs like the flip The
Time of My Life'.
Russ Le Roq
Pier 13/So You Made It Now (Ode)

It was good to see Jeff Crowe
get a few runs in Australia, still

better to see him hold his form on
the Kiwi pitches. A good J long
inningsmay be the making ofhim.
Brother Martin may have been
pitched into the big stuff a little
early, but he'll come through.
Cousin'Russ makes records but T
don't think he'll make international
standard. Actually^this record is
so embarrassingly obvious it could
become peverse chic.
Russell 1 Brown
wkikj » \T\ *♦
Dire Straits
Twisting By the Pool (Vertigo)

Rock 'n' roll evoking memories
of the fifties with clattering piano
and honking sax. The exception is
'lf I Had You' where the band
returns to familiar tempos..
Recommended.
David Perkins •

Mari Wilson
Just What I Always Wanted
(London)

The lady who is single-handedly
reconstructing the sixties makes
her NZ debut. A bright, tuneful
song with cleverly constructed
lyrics and a crisp production. Ideal
for radio playlists.
Thompson Twins, Lies (Arista)

The Thompson Twins, once a
seven-piece unit, have found
commercial success as a three piece.
The female member, Alannah
Currie, is a New Zealander.
Fascinated? You should be, because
'Lies' is a song that will not only
have you singing along, it'll have
you dancing across your bedroom
floor.
Culture Club
Time (Clock of the Heart) (Virgin)

From raging twoofterjtoj mega-
star,:Boy George has had a good
year. When you have such an
obvious formula it's not hard to
follow-up a hit single. Time' has
a dynamic bass line, wimpy vocals,
all marked with a rubber stamp
reading 'HIT!'.
U2, New Year's Day (Island)

On the subject of formulas, U2.
A good band, but they are standing
on the edge of a crevasse. This
single from the album War (which
has better songs than this) does
nothing for anybody. That said,
U2 fans should buy it, as the flip
is the fine Treasure (What Ever
Happened to Pete the •Chap)',
which ain't on the album.
Belle Stars
Sign of the Times (Stiff)

After the awful 'Clapping Song',
crapped out the Belle Stars decided
to write for themselves. It works. ;

A better than average 1pop tune
with more than a hint of the Mari
Wilson. Expect to hear it on break-
f^itTraHioMnpHMßri
Kajagoogoo, Too Shy (EMI)

This song destroys my faith in
the British record buying public.
It went to Number One. If you
could imagine Fashion and Duran
Duran getting together] to) make
the worst record possible you'd
still have something superior to
'Too Shy'. To think I thought
Haysi Fantayzee were inane!
Yazoo rwammmThe Other. Side of Love (Mute)

I had great hopes for Vince and
Alf, but the album has turned sour
on me and this single grates. Their
lack of originality,' thinly veiled by
electronics, won't stop their ship
sinking. Watch out for Depeche

|Mode's 'Get the Balance] Right',
one of this year's great electropop
singles.
David Sylvian & Rivichi Sakamoto
Bamboo Houses 12" (Virgin)
Japan, Nightporter 12" (Virgin)

Two men, one from a band
called Japan and one from a band
from Japan (YMO) team up to
produce a hauntingly effective and
intoxicating- piece that deserves
pride of place 'in any . modern
musiccollection. A Japanese feel,
ancient, yet innovative.

'Nightporter' is a lament, melan-
cholic but not depressing. It
features a beautiful oboe and
acoustic piano. The other side is
the uptempo 'Methods of Dance'
with the dynamic bass of-Mick
t/ —TMHUHnaBnMnKarn.
Elvis Costello and the Attractions
Party Party (A&M)

This is the title track from a
British movie. It leaves you
wondering how EC came to write
and record such a; duff number.
The bonus is the B-side 'lmperial
Bedroom', the title track that
wasn't on the album.
MakatonlChatßßßßU^Bß
Federal State Chance 12" (Statik)

Makaton Chat ’are a Northern
English (Stockton) band who
appeared on Nigel Burnham's
compilation Your Secret's Safe
With Us. This three song debut
single contains electronic, some-
times frantic pop . a cross
between John Foxx and Positive
Noise. Not unpleasant. It's avail-
able from Trans-Statik Records,
PO Box MT3, Leeds England for
a mere NZ $5.28 includingpostage
and packing.
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IMPORTS
AT SOUNDS UNLIMITED, 75 QUEEN ST, AUCKLAND 1.

import
NEW ORDER

Singles
JtC 113.99

$7.99
$12.99
$12.99
$12.99
$11.99
$11.99

12" EPS, 12
ORDER, 81-82 The Mini LP etc

includes Mesh, Temptation, Hurt
NEW ORDER, Temptation $12.99
NEW ORDER, Ceremony 7" $7.00
MEKONS, This Sporting Life $12.99
CABARET VOLTAIRE, Sluggin For Jesussl2.99
CABARET VOLTAIRE, 2x45 $18.99
PILLOWS AND PRAYERS, Various $12.99
17 tracks, including Tracey Thorne, Nightingales,
Monochrome, Thomas Leer, Marine Girls etc
JOY DIVISION, Love Will Tear us Apart
NZ 12", (LIMITED QUANTITY)
AZTEC CAMERA, Oblivious
SOUTHERN DEATH CULT, Fat Man
BLACK FLAG, Jealous Again (6 tracks)
THE DAMNED, History of the world
MOTORHEAD, Beer Drinkers
includes I'm Your witchdoctor, Beerdrinkers, ‘ Hell

12" EPS 12'
.ORDER, 81-82 The itflini LP etc

includes Mesh, Temptation, Hurt
NEW ORDER, Temptation $12.99
new. order, Ceremony. 7" $7.00
MEKONS, This Sporting Life $12.99
CABARET VOLTAIRE, Sluggin' For Jesussl2.99 .
CABARET VOLTAIRE, 2x45 . $18.99
PILLOWS AND PRAYERS, Various : $12.99
17 tracks,- including Tracey Thorne, Nightingales,
Monochrome, Thomas Leer, Marine Girls'etc
JOY*DIVISION, Love WillTearJUs Apart
NZ 12", (LIMITED QUANTITY) $7.99
AZTEC CAMERA;IObIiViOUS $12.99
SOUTHERN DEATH CULT, Fat Man $12.99
BLACK FLAG, Jealous Again!(6 tracks) $12.99
THE, DAMNED, • History,of. the.World
motorhead,, Beer Drinkers .
Includes I'm Your witchdoctor, Beerdrinkers, Hell
Raisers, On Parole.
52ND street, Cool As ice (dance classical 2.99

.PSYCHIC TV, -12" $12.99
23 SKIDOO, 7 songs $14.99
wire, Unreleased 12", 1979 $12.99
CLASH BOX SET $65.99

: 8 x 7" singles, includes White Riot, Tommy Cun,
Remote Control, Complete’ Control, English Civil

. War, etc Japanese pressings.
DAVID BOWIE, set. SIIO.OO
10 x 7" picture discs, only 20,000 world wide.
imported Albums
BURNING ambitions, History of. Punk,
Various -$25.09- $22.99
Buzzcocks,; Wire, Swell Maps, Vibrators, Sham 69
UK Subs, Cockney Rejects, Killing Joke, Anti Pasti, GBH 1The Business, to name a few. Plus free UK poster'
GBH, Leather, Bristles; Studs and Acnesl9.99
GBH, City Baby Attacked By Rats $19.99-

• STRENGTH THROUGH Ol
.Various artists, banned worldwide.
PUNK AND DISORDERLY ' $13.99
PARTISANS $19.99 .
CABARET VOLTAIRE, Hail $19.99 -

A CERTAIN.RATIO, I’d Like TO See YOU-
Again $19.99
VIRGIN PRUNES, I Die, YOU Die $19.99
SEX GANG CHILDREN, Songs and
Legends $19.99
SPK.Leichenschrei $19.99
THE fall, Dragnet $19.99
THE FALL, : Live At The Witchtrials $19.99
THE:fall, A Part Of America Therein’$19.99-
THE FALL, Slates . $19.99
WARSAW, (Pre Joy Division) Bootleg $19.99
FAD GADGET, Under The Flag $19.99
WAH!, The Maverick Years (bootleg) $19.99
VELVET UNDERGROUND, And SO On $19.99
VELVET UNDERGROUND, Etc $19.99
JAMES CHANCE, Contortions $19.99
JOHN CALE, Paris 1919 $19.99
SCRITTI Songs to Remember : $19.99
THE GIST, Embrace the Herd $19.99

$19.99

$13.99
$19.99
$19.99

$19.99
$19.99

$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99
$19.99

import Heavy Metal
SAMPSON, Before,the Storm $19.99
includes free UK poster, 'SHKHMpM
MOTORHEAD, What's words worth $19.99
motorhead,: Motorhead . $19.99
Ist LP, never released in NZ
SAXON, SAXON $19.99
Ist LP, never released in NZ
SAXON, Denim and Leather $19.99
STEEL crazy, ,various $16.99
includes Anvil. the Rod; Girlschool etc.
GASKIN, End of the world'v? Yj 518.99
VENOM, Black Metal $19.99
ACCEPT, Breaker $18.99
HEAVY METAL HEROES, VOIS 1: and 7 $19.99

$19.99.:":
$19.99
$19.99};’.
$19.99

$19.99
$16.99 ,

$18.99
$19.99
$18.99
$19.99;

Vol 1 includes Witchfynde, General Jaguar, Grim
Reaper, Twisted Ace etc. vol 2 includes Jess cox, No
Quarter, Lionheard, Shiva, Pallas, Overkill etc.

Local Pre-release offers
blitz, Voice of A Generation $-Ht99- $9.50
ADICTS,’The Sound of Music $11.99- $9.50
ABRASIVE WHEELS,IWhen Punks GO
Marching in -$11.99. $9.50
MEN AT WORK, Cargo . $44t99- $9.50
PINK FLOYD; The Final Cut -611.99- $9.50
U2, War . . ; : 6-1-1-.99- $9.99
THOMPSON TWINS, Quick
Step and,Side Kick $11.99- -$9.99 .
OMD, Dazzle Ships -54-2.50 $10.50

$9.50
$9.50

$9.50
$9.50
$9.50
$9.99

$9.99
$10.50

LISTED ABOVE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE IMPORTS
AVAILABLE AT SOUNDS UNLIMITED.
For a complete import mail orders: add $1.50
list, send a stamped
addressed envelope to
SOUNDS UNLIMITED,
75 Queen St, Auckland 1.

MAIL ORDERS: add $1.50
first two LPs, plus
25cents per each
additional album.

SCThii:™I 1 i I l\ 11 PI i HIT i
75 LOWER QUEEN STREET. PHONE 799-793

A RALPHm -r BENNETT
(alias Sunny Monday)

'Daze in the CountryMl Nights on the Town’

RALPH
BENNETT

(alias Sunny Monday)

'Daze in the Country■ Nights on the Town’IHi PENKNIFE
PO BOX 407
83A DEVON ST WEST
NEW PLYMOUTH
NEW ZEALAND

GUDES
'Live Drums

write for our
free list of

Both tape only/ releases
$7.50 each

local recordingsincluding postage
Both tape only releases

$7.50 each
localrecordingsincluding postage
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DUE SOON - THE NEW ALBUMTHE NEW ALBUM

U2WARj££

fef

SINGLE ‘NEW YEARS DAY’ OUT NOW

1 808 GELDOF IS THE ‘RAT’ WHO “HATES MONDAYS” 1N...
■iii:

.

m

SECRET POLICEMAN'S
MONTY PYTHON FANS SHOULD LOVE IT IT IS CONSISTENTLY FUNNY RIGHT DOWN TO THE CREDITS/'Newsdayi

.lOIIV IMKHYIHLLYJOHN lUIHjiA
niisi: *

ATKINSON
* CONNOLLY *

lIIMI’IIItILS
110WIN . HIIJA . STINK . IMiMLLA

ATKINSON rONNOI.I.V SiII'HIXSON
IMItItY COMING SOON
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Sill'll INSON
COMING SOON


