
the man in much the same way that I liked his new album
he was modest, straightforward and, yes, soulful. We went on
to talk about real ales so much for the publicist's warning

and I began to think that perhaps I could ask him one of
those.forbidden questions. Like was there any significance in
his omitting the lines "I'm drunk, I'm crazy; I'm sure you know"
from his recording of Randy Newman's'Marie' on Sheffield Steell
(After all, he still does Newman's 'Guilty' in concert.) But there
remains about Joe Cocker, despite the gravelly voice, a sense
of his own fragility. (And besides, his tour manager was still
listening.) So instead I merely asked him whether he ever
considered what would've happened if that first dizzying rush
of fame had never occured, ifhe'd never become a full-time singer
and just stayed a gas-fitter.

'There's always that thought. I once thought of managing a
pub. I'd like that. But it's like BJ. our drummer said one night
when we were both sitting around getting a little laced. 'Joe,' he
said 'we should both be gardeners' and I said, T3y God Barry you're
right, we should'." Cocker chuckles again. "But God man, if I
wasn't a singer I'd be so lonely for the music. I'd have to do
something with it, even if only in my spare time."
Peter Thomson

Steroids) and vocalist Gary Smith.
The first bracket kicks off with

'Blow-up' and although the mix is
a bit under-muscled and cocktail-
ish those who came to dance soon
are and those who came out of
curiousity are, it seems, soon con-
verted. The agonizingly long,
knob twiddling breaks between
songs which characterised the
band's earlier shows have now
been overcome and the punters
adapt fairly quickly to the absence
of the usual rock band thrashings
and thumpings on stage.

Most of the stronger material
was saved for the second set after
a break during which Jon McLeary
of the Spines did a short acoustic
set, the standout of which was
'Your Body Stays' which is to be
the band's new single.

Body Electric's second set, with
songs like 'Who Takes the Rap'
and 'Nobody Blames it on the
Butler', really make the most of
Smith's truly exceptional voice.
Although still not the most relaxed
of frontmen (his demeanor between
songs is not unlike a wine waiter
with a broken cork screw) the
strength control and range of his
voice is a revelation. The show
closes with a clever twist when the
live rendition of 'Pulsing to Metal
Music' runs on unbroken into the
dub mix of the recorded version

as the band leave the stage.
They also have a record due out

within a couple of weeks.
Don Mackay

The World, Scorched Earth
Policy, The Chance
Star and Garter, Nov 25.

Christchurch's amorphous pool
of musicians have completed
another of their rounds of musical
chairs with the offspring taking
their first steps in public.

From the bottom up, Scorched
Earth Policy, despite their intrigu-
ing name, impressed the least. It
might just be me but the lan Curtis
school of vocal doom and depres-
sion has begun to pall. Allied to
that the band seemed too often to
be unconnected and lacking in in-
spiration, whilst too many time

changes ultimately became a fur-
ther source of irritation. Having
said that, 'Arson' was energetic
and - densely menacing and can
only bode well, whilst a poignant
reading of 'I Put A Spell On You'
was enchantingTJßp^mHp^

The World were plagued with
problems, a lacklustre mix too
often buried some fragile vocals.
Despite such disasters there was an
inescapable quality to the World.
They came across as a private and
introverted band but their ability
to range from subdued through to
vigorous, belied such introspec-
tion. The violin particularly stood
out and I look forward to seeing
them in moresympathetic circum-
stances.
. Given what had gone before,
the Chance were if anything con-
ventional in comparision but they
stole the show in the short time
allotted to them with a constant
stream of fast, infectious, metal
pop songs. They were insistent
and totally rivetting whilst being
completely and thankfully free of
all traces of preciousness.

On such evidence there will be
far worse places to be this summer
and there is even the possibility

, that some extravagant claims
made recently on behalf of Christ-
church might actually be borne
out.
Michael Higgins

TV

Robert Eyres

Talking point of the month has
to-be the four RWPregional spots.
The willingness of TVNZ to take
on this sort of project certainly
makes the bulk of our radio pro-
grammers look pretty backward
by comparison, which indeed they
are.

Nice fast format allowed lots of
faces and views to be crammed in,
although doubtless there are a few
noses out of joint around the place
among would-be experts who were
not consulted.

There were actually a few quite
glaring omissions; Roger Sheperd
of Flying Nun (although his non-
appearance was, I gather, self-in-
flicted); Wellington's Hulamen
(easily the city's most popular live
act over the past year but did not
even rate a mention) and Herbs (in
fact the whole series was a little
too white for comfort) being the
ones "that spring to mind. Most
contributors made a reasonable
fist of things and a few made a real
impression as actual TV personality

material. Dick Driver probably
did best and Riot Ill's Void, des-
pite his 'street credibility' etc,
proved yet again that he is prob-
ably NZ's number one media hype
artist and a real frontrunner to
take over Selwyn Toogood's role
after the revolution.

On the other hand a few others
probably did themselves less proud.
I for one could have done without
Jim Wilson and his Tonto from
Christchurch, Jane Walker and
Paul Kean's rather vacuous preten-
sions to artiness and Michael
'pathetic' O'Niell, but I guess its all
a matter of taste^^pflHHl

The major advance in the way
the series was put together, of
course, lay in the fact that people
got the chance to speak for them-
selves, rather than us having some
nitwit-DJ-who-sends-his-jeans-to-
the-drycleaners type, foisted on us
as a pseudo expert as I'm sure
would have happened a year or
two ago. A worthwhile effort and
possibly worth 'repeating each
year.
P.S. Did my eyes deceive me or
did Dennis' O'Brien's 'J-J-Julia'
appear on RTR a few weeks back
in the 'High Flyer' spot, in a week
when the single didn't even chart?
Perhaps this really is the dawning
ofa new era of TVNZ commitment
to local music.

King Shag Column
Well, last month’s awards

went down a real treat. My,
what results. Chris Knox went
on a diet, Mike Corless ’ad a
shave, Tony Drumm was
extremely rude, Mark Phillips
invited me to a party and the
rest of the recipients are still
out looking. They could ’ave
found me at Phillips’ party, if
you could call it that. Situated
at a Certain Club with a $4
door charge, this entitled you
to see two ‘up and coming’
bands and an array of fruit
(and nuts). Spandau Bolero
were first up and couldn’t ’ave

been anything else but NZ’s
answer to all those ’orrible
synth bands. But there’s one
thing I must ’and to overweight
Eric, is that ’e’s always been
into it, unlike the try ’ards. These
young drunkards used to
’ang around Vulcan Lane and
change their trends as often as
I change me underpants. Now
they sound like the Meemees
with a synth. So what else is
’appening over the Chrissy
period. Well, Propeller are
’aving a party at Mainstreet
(along with about ’alf a dozen
others). New Music Management

usually ’ave one as well. To
gain admittance to this, you
’ave to dress up like a roadie -
or a muso and complain about
your ’erpes, or ’ow sore your
arms are. These are probably
the only ones I shall be
invited to, as the breweries
’aven’t quite understood just ’ow
they made such a profit on
Steinlager this year. New
Year’s Eve could go off with a
bang (especially in Wanganui)
and I’m definitely off to New
Plymouth to see various
alternate bands from
throughout the country and
laugh at Chris Knox doing
Mark Smith impersonations -

see you there.
’ARRY

Ej^
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ENDSES MAIL ORDER
(PS) indicates pic sleeve, (NR) new release.
455, 7"
Bongos, Monotony/Feeling (PS) $2.99
Prime Movers, Crying Again (PS) 2.99
Birthday Party, Nick the Stripper 2.99
Blam Blam Blam, Don't Fight It Marsha 2.99
Meemees, Sunday Boys (PS) 2.99
Newmatics/Meemees, Judas/Can't Take It 2.99
Henchmen, I Got the Right 2.50
Rhythm Method, Creating Criminals (PS) 2.50
Instigators, Hope She's Alright 2.99
Androids, Getting Jumpy 2.99
Beat Rhythm Fashion, Beings Rest Finally 2.99
BRF, Turn of the Century 2.99
455, 12"
No Tag, Oi Oi Oi (PS) 3.99
Dabs, Love the Army (PS) 3.99-
Furtive 4-3 piece pack (PS) 4.99"
Nocturnal Projections, Another Year (PS) 5.90
Blam Blam Blam, mini LP/cass (PS) 5.99
Zagni/McGlashan, Standards (PS) (NR) 4 99
Danse Macabre, Between the Lines (PS) 4.99
Albums
Class of 'Bl, Various 7.99
Doobie Do Disc, Various (NR) 9.50
AK.79, Various 7 99
Goats Milk Soap, Various 8.50
Birthday Party, Junkyard (NR) 9.50
Birthday Party, Prayers on Fire 9 50
Blam Blam Blam, Luxury Length 9.50
Meemees, If This Is Paradise 9.50
Danse Macabre, Last Request (NR) 7.99
Dum Dum Boys, Let There Be Noise 9.00
Post and packing is 75 cents for first 7" single. 30 cents
for each additional single, 90 cents for first album or 12"
single, 45 for each additional album Circle the records
you want, complete the form and post to Indies Mail
Order, PO Box 37-371, Parnell, Auckland 1.
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SMALL ADS*®
Send copy and payment (prior to publication) to
RIU, PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.

FREE MOVIE NITE
On Top Deck’s double decker touring. program
around Asia, Europe & America. It’s a low key look
at budget touring overseas. Dec 20! Phone Going
Places Travel, 790-886 for an invite.
URGENT SALE
Fender Twin, mint condition, SI3OO. Rockit Pro-
Champ 11, brand new, worth $1195 sell for$950. Ph
Auckland 5346138.
MUSICIANS, SINGERS, ACTORS, COMEDIANS
Can you play an E or LP by heart? Next Easter?
Contact Richard Free Post 111, Box 2437 Wellington.
TAPE RECORDER, SPEAKER FOR SALE
Dokorder 7140, 4 track, sync recording, echo,
sound on sound, sll4O 0.n.0. Also' Altec 12" 100
watt guitar speaker $l9O. Phone Auck 764-485.
COMICS-VMS COMIC SPECIALISTS
Pacific, DC, First, Cerebus, Elfquest, Direct Issues,
Graphic Novels, Epics, HM, etc. Most Marvel & DC
titles available up to two months before local release.
Write for details: VMS PO Box 27-077, Upper Willis
St, Wellington.
SOUND ENGINEER WANTED
Experienced Sound Engineer wanted for Citizen
Band from January. Phone Mike 733-436.
BEATLES FOR SALE
Beatle collector? Worldwide rarities available. Free
list. PO Box 303, Magill, SA 5072. Australia.
3 Song 45 by ROME
'A Collision’, ’Authoritarian Mother’, ‘Jansa Gora’.
Send $3.50 (incl. p&p) to PO Box 6018, Tauranga.
TWENTY KRYPTON HITS
Send $7.00 (postage incl.) for “this intriguing Christ-
church compilation album’’. Contact Onset-Offset,
PO Box 2764, Christchurch.

It’s Not So Lonely At The Top
REO SPEEDWAGON
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.38 SPECIAL
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HANK WILLIAMS JR
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KANSAS

LITTLE RIVER BAND
LOVERBOY

TED NUGENT
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HOYT AXTON
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2 Mark Williams, Joe Cocker, Mike Chunn
interview (Split Enz in Europe).
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\49 Angels, _ r _

Desmond Dekker
SO Swingers,
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*
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|*i Neil Young supplement, Stones. %237, Magazine, Toy ‘Love in Oz, Newz; Tim Finn
interview, Ramones. \\ • | is %

138 Howard Devoto interview, Flight X7, Tim Finn
interview. P, | . || |

»• 39 XTC, Lip Service, Motels. $
v

g4O MarthaDavis, David Byrne and Dave McArtney
tiinterviews, Doors, Bruce Springsteen, Hammond

Gamble.
41 Coup D'Etat, Flowers, lash, John Lennon,
Elton John. l ■ 1 I.42 Clash interview, Cold Chisel, INXS, Tigers, Jo

Jones Part 2 interviews, Richard
Burgess, p m kS$W?T''57,The Clean, Pretenders, South‘lsland ■“

Mental As Anything, Chas-Jankel. 1
58; Blams,TeardropS,T HallSuOates, BiKottke/Redbone interviews, fi59 Human Men At Work,
Finn,’Motels interviews?Elvis Costello
EP bands, ft.-' tm -m*Hiatt,*lDar
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1.42 Clashjnterview, Cojd Chisel *lNXS,Tsers* Jo IJo Zep, Borich/Tilders. 1
43 Bryan Ferry Interview, Sweetwaters report,
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44 Adam Ant, 5 Associates and Police interviews, 64 lce?House inteview, SimpleJVlinds interview's.-*.

| Stevie Wonder. t% | 8 ■ll Hunters|&,Collec.tors,T"Alistair.-Riddell.vDansel:, ;
1 45 Split Enz, Pop Mx, Meemees, 81, Class Macabre? Naked Spots Dance?AßC, John Cooper.
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11 Of 1781fiNewmatics, Herco Pilots? Swingers,
Madness supplement

46 PiL/John Lydon London interview. Cure, Ellen
Foley. Dire Straits
47 Jam in London interview, Reggae/Bob Marley
supplement. Madness, Joy Division.
48 Cold Chisel, Blams, Wgtn Zone.
49 Angels, Beat, Lemmy Motorhead and
Desmond Dekker interviews.
50 Swingers, Psychedelic Furs and U2 interviews,
the Clean.
5T Newmatics, Cramps, Stray Cats, ÜB4O. Blind
Date and Gordons interviews.
52 Echo & Bunnymen, Danse Macabre, Penknife
Glides, Mockers, Valentinos, Jimmy & Boys.
53 Screaming Meemees, lan Dury interview,
Mental As Anything.
54 Dave McArtney & Pink Flamingos, Go-Go’s
interview, Sunnyboys, INXS
55 Clash interview, Sweetwaters, Pop Mechanix,
Devo. Sharon O'Neill.
56 Teardrop Explodes, D.D. Smash and Mick
Jones Part 2 interviews, Neighbours, Richard
Burgess.
57 The Clean, Pretenders, South Island bands,
Mental As Anything, Chas Jankel.
58 Blams, Teardrops, Hall & Oates, Bill Wyman,
Kottke/Redbone interviews.
59 Human League, Men At Work, Chills. Tim
Finn, Motels interviews, Elvis Costello and Furtive
EP bands.
60 Split Enz in Canada, John Hiatt, Dance
Exponents, Narcs, Moving Pictures, Lindsay
Anderson.
6T Graham Brazier & HarryLyon, Fall, Jim Carroll,
Daggy & Dickheads, Hip Singles, Dropbears.
62 Split Enz on Road Part 1, Fall's Mark E. Smith
interviewed, Altered Images, Randy Crawford, This
Sporting Life, Cold Chisel.
63 SimpleMinds' Jim Kerr interviewed, Split Enz
Part 2, Renee Geyer, Nocturnal Projections, Willie
Dayson Blues Band, Hunters & Collectors.
64 Ice House interview, Simple Minds interview,
Hunters & Collectors, Alistair Riddell, Danse
Macabre, Naked Spots Dance, ABC, JohnCooper
Clarke.
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