
Live
Auckland Musicians'
Association Fund Raising Gig
Sunday October 24

This was the first in a planned
series of fund-raising concerts
organised by the AMA to finance
a much-needed underage venue in
Auckland. With an alcohol ban
imposed, the crowd was predom-
inantly teenage. If only their
mothers knew ...

Stranger Upstairs provided the
first of the night's entertainment
for me, after missing the Insti-
gators. They were painfully close
to Siouxsie & Co., from the vocal
style to the borrowed bass lines.
Weak vocals were hardly
improved by an intermittently
inoperative mike. Yet despite this,
the band proved itself to be strong
instrumentally and played with
confidence and enthusiasm.

Next lip were the Bongos,
materialising after a long delay.
Still, it was well worth the wait.
Infinitely danceable, managing to
perform with a fair amount of
energy, not to mention proficiency,
in the face of countless technical
setbacks and a largely indifferent
audience.

Two songs in particular stood
out: 'Machinegun Running', a very
tight, funky number which suc-
ceeded in getting more than a few
people on their toes and
'Monotony' equally brilliant,
their new single. Regrettably, the
trio were forced to cut their set
short and concede defeat to the
elusive gremlins which had

plagued them throughout their
performance.

Finally, it was the turn of Hip
Singles to perform, after more
lengthy - delays, to the now-
depleted audience. Nevertheless,
the boys made the best of a bad
lot, cavorting through a fast set of
poppy (but rather bland) songs for
those not too dead on their feet to
appreciate it. At 12.30 on a
Monday morning, what more can
one say?

Well, just one final comment.
Let's hope that in future the AMA
will attempt to organise its events
more efficiently, thereby avoiding
the tedious technical delays which
robbed a lot of the enjoyment
from audience and bands alike.
Raymond Russell
Moose Walker.'
Willie Dayson Blues Band
Clyde Quay, Oct 26.

My dear old mum's favourite

observation on the entertainment
world is that people may go for all
the "arty, 'relevant" stuff when
they have money in their pockets,
but when times are tough they just
want a simple, straightforward
good time. Which I reckon goes a
long way to explaining the appar-
ent resurgence of interest around
the place in blues at the moment
and, in particular, why something
like two full houses worth of
bodies at once managed to squeeze
themselves into the Clyde Quay
on a Tuesday night for Moose
Walker and the Willie Dayson
Blues Band.

On their own WDBB only really
stand out from any number of
competent white blues bands by
virtue of the fact that Brian
Glamuzina's harmonica prowess
enables the inevitable guitar solos
to be limited to a sane frequency
and duration. When backing
Walker, however, they seemed to
lift themselves to meet the chal-
lenge passed by Walker's strident
piano work and there was real fire

particularly in the chaotic final
set when the interplay between
Walker, Glamuzina and Dayson's
guitar had the real edge of
musicians striving to reach an
understanding- rather than just
hacking through a formula.

It was inevitably Walker
however, who stood out, with his
fuller, stronger vocals surviving
the distortion of an inadequate PA
being over-driven to death with
surprising ease.

The key to this sort of gig is
simply atmosphere arising from
the right combination material,
musicianship, crowd input and
location. This was one of those
nights when things all came
together and standing sweat-
soaked, shoulder to shoulder,
drinking warm beer and choking
on cigarette smoke while you try
to see the band, almost seemed a
sensible way to spend an evening.

I gather this tour was in the
nature of trial with the possibility
of more blues tours in the offing.
So far as Wellington is concerned
the experiment could hardly have
been more successful.
Don MacKay
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SWEET
WATERS4 Duncan Campbell

The fourth Sweetwaters festival
will be staged over Auckland's
Anniversary Weekend of 1983 on
the permanent site at Pukekawa,
just south of Auckland. Organisers
are promising an even bigger
event, with up to seven inter-
national acts appearing, apart
from the Australians.

People who attended this year's
festival will have vivid memories
of the discomfort, mainly due to
teething troubles associated with
breaking in the new site. Dust was
everywhere, toilets were unpleas-
ant and the showers seldom
functioned.

"I think the dustproblems arose
primarily from the amount of
construction we had to do," says
Daniel Keighley, still in charge and
bearing up remarkably well. "We
had vehicles over the lower flat
areas right up to the day that
people arrived and all the grass
was wiped out. That situation
doesn't exist this year and the
primary facilities are still there and
the grass has grown again."

More toilets have been built and
the showers this time will be
running 24 hours a day. The pump
that ran them packed up last time
when it became blocked with
sludge. It's been repositioned, so
there'll be no excuse for staying
dirty.

The organisers now have
permission from the Raglan
County Council to run three more
festivals on the site. Keighley says
the media overplayed the objec-
tions of local residents. Only 11
objections were lodged, five of
them from locals. A trespass com-

plaint should be overcome by
improved fencing.

Those who've been to Sweet-
waters before will be familiarwith
the entertainment available. The
main stage will have bands
running continuously and may
even show movies if the logistics
can be worked out. The smaller
Aerial Railway stage will play a
more prominent role and some of
the bigger attractions may perform
there in different settings. There's
a circus for the kids, a Space
Invaders parlour, open 24 hours
a day, the food and craft areas and
the meditation area, for those who
want to get away from it all.

A new attraction is the Sweet-
waters Cabaret, which is being
organised by a separate group. It
features different acts in a more
intimate setting (it'll have its own
tent auditorium) and will run
when the main entertainments
have closed down for all those
insomniacs.

Another problem this year was
with the main sound system. The
music didn't carry too well to
some parts of the ampitheatre and
more long-throw horns have been
added to the PA. Experience with
the shape of the ampitheatre will
also determine better sound mixing.

A big grumble from performers
and audience alike was the lack of
prime time for local bands. Acts

like Blam Blam Blam were given
very late spots and very short sets,
while overseas bands got preferen-
tial treatment. Keighley says he's
especially sorry about what
happened to the Blams and the
situation will be different next
year.

"In previous years, the night-
time has always been the prime
time for viewing the main stage
acts. I want to change that this
time and create an international
spot in the afternoon. This will
enable people to attend the main
stage during the day and still have
something of maximum' impor-
tance to view.

"Each year we've staged the
festival, we've had a particular
direction in music that has been a
little too specific, if you like. Next
year there will be a very intense
new wave angle, but there will
also be an international heavy
metal act, along with blues and
jazz performers, something we've
never had before. So irrespective
of your own musical direction,
you'll see top-line acts you've
never seen before, unless you've
ventured outside New Zealand."

Tickets this year were S3O and
Keighley says the price next year
won't be too much higher. Out
with the sleeping bags and the
chilly bins once again...
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SMALL ADS Wm
Send copy and payment (prior to publication) to
RIU, PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.

DRUMMER AVAILABLE
Fairly experienced to join original ideas people.
My ears: Modern Eon, Teardrops, Modern English.
Ph 7376 Paeroa.
BEATLES FOR SALE
Beatle collector? Worldwide rarities available. Free
list. PO Box 303, Magill, SA 5072. Australia.
TWENTY KRYPTON HITS
Send $7.00 (postage incl.) for “this intriguing Christ-
church compilation album”. Contact Onset-Offset,
PO Box 2764, Christchurch.
WANTED BASSIST AND DRUMMER
To join guitarist and vocalist to create and record
original songs. Professional attitude and a love of
music. Ph Andy 8327 Paeroa evenings.
60s & 70s RECORDS AUCTION
Auction of 60s and 70s albums & singles, including
imports and rarities. Send S.A.E. or 2 IRC’s to M.M.
Records, PO Box 34-283, Birkenhead, Auckland 10.
WANTED COUNTRY ALBUMS
Early Doug Sahm, Steve Young and Delbert
McClinton LPs. Phone John at Hamilton 64-610 after
6pm.
COMICS FOR SALE
Marvel, DC, Pacific, First, Eclipse, Cerebus, Elfquest,
Chronicles,- Marvel Indexes, Graphic Novels, Direct
Issues etc. Write to VMS, PO Box 27-077, Upper
Willis St, Wellington.
AMP FOR SALE
Alron Rebel 100 guitar amp, . 100 watts .with -15
Supergauss speaker, $450. Phone Mike at Hastings
68-422 or Napier 446-442 after 6pm. Free Alron
T-Shirt.

URGENT SALE
Gretsch drum, maple finish. 2 years old. 6V2"
metal snare drum, 13", 14 ", 16" & 18" Tom Toms,
24" bass drum. Pearl ‘9oo' series hardware
includes: 4 cymbal stands, hi-hat stand, bass
drum pedal, Pearl timbales and stand. Drum bags
and trunk for set. Immaculate condition. $2,000
0.n.0. Contact Stefan Morris Ph 790-653 or write
PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.
PIX URGENTLY REQUIRED
Pix of NZ rocksters for possible inclusion in forth-
coming book. Particularly short of sixties’ bands
(La De Das, Formyula, Meteors, etc.) Contact
John Dix, 57 Pratt Ave, Foxton Beach. Ph FX 7141.
3 Song 45 by ROME
'A Collision', 'Authoritarian Mother’, Jansa Gora’.
Send $3.50 (incl. p&p) to PO Box 6018, Tauranga
CORRESPONDENCE WANTED
I want to correspond with NZers ‘up’ with the
current music, ie new NZ bands. Will trade info on
NZ bands in Oz & new Australian bands. Monica
Bourke, 50 Sturt Ave, Nurrabundah 2604, Australia.

SOUNDPROOF
PRACTICE

STUDIO
Bands and individual

Musicians
PA and Drumkit Available

Ph Rex (Ak) 688-796

1tra4 dT*r

• JBL PA. HIRE
sgh2t 3 way systeml /or2n&y JjJJ&eU.

3i Band cp, Compressor L/mifer,

Chorus Coho, Pitch TrgnSposer etc,eSystems h your own pr/oe Jr specs.
• ROAD CREW TRUCK MIRE.Modern p/eet of veh/e/es. experienced

9ouno/ ony/neerS &*d rogohes.
• lighting HIREpo// rgrtge of /ighfrng eyn/pAtenf;
• BACK LINE HIRE — .

JmpS, Bins, t?rt/M6 £rtd fyybo&rd
&pees. t Prp//pC/p to request-

• SPEEDY SERVICE DEPT __

jbl Beru/ee Centre, e/so serr/ee
on PA.eQH/pAienf &nof inSffi/Aietip;.

• agentsA jbl spegAers pnd egb/nefe,
MXR, JANDS, HOLDEN, JANSEN, &HURE
EV./SENHEISER v ROLAND.

0%/rfa?t- MARK. STEWART
office ', .

SUS &i7°° A/H. 52900
IB4A VICTORIA AVE. PO BOX 260 WAN6ANu I.

BIG CITY MUSIC
36 FORT ST. AUCKLAND PH 32-202, 32-203

GUITARS
Fender Lead i $645
Fender Bullet $425
Ibanez Flying V $585
Ibanez Destroyer $750
Ibanez iceman $995
Ibanez Blazer $499
Guild 300AD $B2l
Rickenbacker Bass $1350
Fender Precision $1125
Gibson Les Paul Bass $595
Aria Pro ll Bass $895
Sigma Martin $1099
Guild D35 $866
Washburn A-10 $475
Washburn SB-20 $550

AMPS DRUMS
Fender Twin $1495 Superstar Power Toms S2IOO
Fender 75 combo $1495 Fibrestar 7 Piece $1695
Rockit Pro Champ $1245 Tama Congas $399
hh vs Bass Amp $645 Pearl 8" & 10” Power Toms
Rockit 200 w PA $1195 w/Heavy stand $370
Jansen 8-200 PA SIB7B Pearl innovation

Superlead $1245 (7 piece) SIBBO
Roland Cube 60 SBSO Swingstar (red) $760
Holden 300 w Hayman Concert
Stereo Power Toms SIBO
Amp? SIO4O .3

$1495
$1495
$1245
$645
$1195
SIB7B
SI24E
SBSO .

SIO4O

DRUMS
Superstar Power Toms S2IOO
Fibrestar 7 Piece $1695
Tama Congas $399
Pearl 8” & 10” Power Toms
w/Heavy Stand
Pearl innovation
(7 piec_e)
Swingstar (red)
Hayman Concert
Toms

$370

SIBBO
$760

SIBO

SPECIAL OFFER
Free Cromatic Guitar Tuner
with every guitar purchased
over $350. While stocks last!

STROBE TUNING BEST RATES IN TOWNA HUGE RANGE OF GUITAR & DRUM ACCESSORIESMICS, EFFECTS PEDALS, CYMBALS & STANDS

HUE
HAT
CLOTHES FOR MEN & WOMEN

NEW CLOTHES DAILY
BLEDISLOE ST (BEHIND CIVIC)
SATURDAY OPEN 11AM - 2PM

MARTIN
STRINGS
that last and last and last and last and la;

FULL RANGEFOR THEBEGINNER ANDPROFESSIONAL
contact LYN McALUSTER MUSIC

for information on your nearest retailer
L P.O. Box 39143 Phone 34936 Auckland.


