
Doobie Do Disc will be released
with rare and wonderful Propeller
recordings ... is Screaming
Meemees' 'Day Goes By' 12 inch
recording a record at 10 minutes
and 39 seconds ... Don
McGlashan/Ivan Zagni mini-LP
likely in October.

There's still bucks in the Arts
Council coffers for their Demo
Recording Subsidy Scheme for
1982. Maximum grant isS2OO and
the purpose of the scheme is to
assist artists to record good quality

demos to stimulate record
company interest in their work.
For more info, write to Demo
Recording Scheme, PO Box 6040,
Te Aro, Wellington.

There's no Industry column this
month because AnnLouise Martin
is no longer the Rip It Up Assistant
Editor. AnnLouise is now
Assistant to Programme Director
at Radio Hauraki ... infamous
record industry cricket team,
Extended Players move up to
Business House Division 2 this
season. Captain Tony Smith
reports that the team are shaping
up well under fire from the Associ-
ation's cricket ball throwing
machine.

Jenny Morris (Crocodiles'
leading lady) was in town to
promote her recording of Tim
Finn's 'Puberty Blues'. Jenny is
mid-way through recording her
own album, produced by Charles
Fisher (Moving Pictures, Air
Supply). Release will be early
1983.
' Scrummy Yummy this month is
peanut butter, flakey yeast and
apple slices on vogel toast. Thank
you Linda ... thin white dukes:
local musos in cast of 100
caucasian-thins who fly to Raro-
tonga for David Bowie movie
Merry Christmas Mr Lawrence
include Steve Roach, Peter Dyer
and Nigel Russell ...

Closet Artists'
Gallery Independent Releases
Show includes three hours' of
video, band clips, Chris Knox
RWP Specials etc. .

Australia
New Mental As Anything single

'l'm Just A Country Boy' is
produced by Elvis Costello ... Zoo
(once Pop Mechanix) have a new
single 'Keep It Up' ... Dragon' are
knocking them dead, sounding as
tight as ever. They are recording
gigs for a possible live album.
Meanwhile Marc Hunter stars in
Southern Comfort ads on TV ...

Tim Powles (ex Flight X7, Knobz)
along with Steve Lunn (ex Tigers)
have joined Ward 13 ... Sharon
O'Neill is in Los Angeles recording
her new album with John Boylan
producing

... I Am Joe's Music did
first gig in Sydney. People were
knocked out ...

in spare timeBrent
Eccles edits in-house Angels

photocopy-zine Ramatizer.
Promising.
Snap of the Yard
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Michael (Meemees), Mainstreet. Jenny Morris Herbs' bassist Jack Allen, Mascot Studios.

CHISEL
show must go 0n...

AnnLouise Martin

At the Logan Campbell Centre,
Saturday August 7, Cold Chisel
broke attendance records with
3750 adrenalin-primed people.
With medicine from the wings and
something else in front of Steven
Prestwich's drum kit, Jim Barnes
gave all he could
sick," he said. What can a man do
when he's trapped by the physical?
He raged against it, delivering the
best theband could under the cir-
cumstances. The crowd passed a
unanimous vote of confidence in
Chisel's showmanship.

Sounds like they need a rest?
"No," says Don Walker. "A

change. This band was always like
a shark. Extremely mobile and
flexible. It keeps alive by moving
on."

Cold Chisel are free to chance
it anywhere. The next tour is like-
ly to be Europe. More recording
is scheduled in the new year.

The USA received the band
well, the only date which didn't
"happen," according to Jim, was an
afternoon family picnic mis-match
with Marshall Crenshaw. He was
not, however, enamoured with
some of the people he met. 'You
Got Nothing I Want' was written
about his experience with the
Porsche driving, cocaine snorting
type of dude.

The other songs on Circus
Animals are a mix of lan Moss,
Steve Prestwich and Don Walker
tunes.

For Jim the album has a more
R&B feel than earlier material.
The arrangements are less deliber-
ately pop. Don Walker explains
they set out to achieve a sound
which would hold up on radio and
record, but one which would also
allow variation in the live per-
formance.

"We've always been good at
arranging songs for live presenta-
tion because that's what we've
always been, a live band that
somehow managed to con its way
into a recording studio. Then we
hooked up with Mark Opitz for
East and learned how to arrange
songs for radio and record.

"What happens with most bands
when they start to record is that
the methods for arranging songs
on record eventually take preced-
ence over all else and the live per-
formance becomes a clinical repro-
duction. This was starting to
happen to us after East because
none of the songs had any room
to stretch. On Circus Animals I
wanted to get away from that so
there would be room to move live,
because whatever you record you
have to play for the next 18
months and we're not very good
unless we're having fun.

"It's numbing to play 'My Baby'
(East) for the 654th time. Not
because it's worse than the others
but because there is only one way
of playing it that works, whereas
in a song like 'Taipan' you can do
just about anything you like and
it won't fall apart."

This approach is also evident on
the spacious 'Numbers Fall' and
Wild Colonial Boy' where, as Don
points out, the rolling bass and
drum could go on for hours with-
out depending on other instru-
ments ror support.

"Numbers Fall' is a reflection on
taking chances.

"In the space of 18 months with
bits and pieces of tape and stray
lines there were maybe three or
four things I was writing about.
Obviously there's something
which has been obsessing me
about taking chances or not,
although I didn't realise at the time
it was worrying-me.

"In the old days I used to have
more time and I'd sit down and
say here is a problem with the
world. I'll write about this. Now,
even if I had time, I wouldn't write
like that because it's the height of
conceit. What you end up with is
shallow."

There is something streetwise
about Cold Chisel. Perhaps that
is why New York has accepted the
band and their material gets air-
play whileLA chooses toTook the
other way.
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