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soon is 12 inch extended version
of Meemees' 'Day Goes By' and
Birthday PartyLP Junkyard. (This
month's tummy yummy is cold
baked beans 'n' silverside sand-
wich. A Simon Grigg creation.)

Dabs have, signed a two year
contract with Propeller. 12 inch
EP Love the Army.is first release.
No Tag EP also out soon.

Danse Macabre single 'Skyline'/
'Nexus' is near release, as is Neigh-
bours' 'Watching Westerns' and
Narcs'. 'Over My Head'/'Cold
Stream' ... from Flying Nun expect
two 455, Clean 'Getting Older',
Chills Rolling Moon', two 12 inch
45sr Tall Dwarfs Louis Likes His
Daily Dip (seven songs) and Bored
Games (four songs), plus 12 inch

10 song maxi EP Show Me To the
Bellrope by This Sporting Life
retailing at $6.99 ... Daggy and
Dickheaads have recorded 12 inch
EP Brothers (WEA). ' ‘ > ,V' : ■

Next month: Bongos have
'Monotony'/'Falling Out' (pro-
duced by Robbie Sinclair at Harle-
quin) and Prime Movers 7 inch 45,
'Crying', 'Walk On By'/'Hard to
Bear'... Willie Dayson Blues Band
are recording an album and a 12
inch live EP ... Gurlz are about to
record a six song EP at Harlequin.

Transmission have folded while
they retreat to practise with new
vocalist/guitarist Phil (ex Buster
Keys). They'll emerge with new
songs and name, old guitarist
Damien is joining Blond Comedy
... False Gods are new three piece,
Peter Chatteris (drums), Tim
Wedde (keyboards, vocals), Steve
Lothian (vocals, bass) ... Fourplay
have new bassist Saever (from Ice-
land) and new drummer Rob

Wilson (ex Modes) ... ex Spaces
basoon player Don Ray has joined
Narcs road crew.

The Rumba has closed its doors
to bands. It was getting too rough
according to management ... Paul
Rose and lan Kingsford are now
booking the Windsor Castle with
Wed/Thurs, Fri/Sat brackets.
Lion has provided new second-
hand carpet, paint and band
room.

From Sept 1-20 Closet Artists
gallery has Independent Records
Show of posters, video, recordings
and badges etc. It will coincide
with a RWP special. Bands or any-
one interested contact Closet
Artists 520 Queen Street, 732-555.

This isHip Singles

AnnLouise Martin

This is the Hip Singles' first tour
north since the first line-up split
last year. They seem to have
emerged the stronger for it.

Guitarist Peter and bass guita-
rist Trevor are old friends. They've
known each other since they were
thirteen. They picked up Dick
Driver in Melbourne 18 months
ago, but were unsuccessful getting
work. The choice was to stay and
slog it out, to go to Perth, or to
Christchurch. They chose the
latter, partly because Dick's buddy
Jim Wilson was there, but also
according to Dick because "I sub-
consciously wanted to bring the
guys around to my idea of what
a band is. I really like their writing
and playing ability/but they were
very much into the Australian
heavy metal thing which I wasn't.
I think we've compromised."

And what doesn't Dick Driver,
lead singer of the Hip Singles, like
about 'heavy metal'?

"I've never been a fan of sexist
type bands, or of trashy lyrics
'baby, woe woe woe hold me
tight', I've never liked that stuff,
or the overtones of heavy metal."

Last year the band was doing
songs with titles such as 'Elephant
Man', 'Naughty Neighbours',
'Circus Freaks'. Dick reflects:

"It was getting a bit bizarre and
it wasn't what Trevor and me
wanted to do for a start. It was
really confusing, four of us pool-
ing ideas, and clashing like mad.
And the keyboards were incon-
gruous with Peter's guitar.

'There are still about ten songs
from Hip Singles Mark I that
we've kept in the repertoire,
because when we reformed wehad
two weeks before we started play-
ing. We had to rehash some of the

old songs. We dropped some of
the really horrible ones. I think the
songs are heading into a more per-
sonal area now, as opposed to the
perverted."

Why did Hip Singles I fall
apart?

"There was a lot of financial
pressure," says Dick. "But had it
been going well financially, it still
would have collapsed creatively,
because it was such a mess. We
weren't going in one direction."

Why the decision to reform?
"I couldn't commit myself to the

Blams. I respected them as a three

Ciece as it was, and Trevor wasn't
appy with Graham (Brazier).

Steve and Peter had gone back to
Melbourne with Stewart (original
keyboardist), but Stewart went off
on a different tangent again.
Drummer Steve rang up and sug-
gested starting again. We thought
about it, Trevor and I had written
some songs together while I was
with the Blams."

A rushed reform took place.
"We've always done things in a

hurry."
What makes Dick Driver so

sure it's going to work this time?
"You never can be sure. I think

I've matured a lot, playing with
the Blams, I learnt how to live and
work with people. With Pop
Mechanix and the first Hip Singles
I lacked commitment and I was
very much an arsehole to live
with."

It has been written of the Hip
Singles that they produce 'pure
pub pop'. Dick however, is hoping
a single recorded this month will
break the pattern.

"We'd like to do something
slower and not the best song that
we play live now, because there

are four or five songs we don't
play live they're laid back.
We're a bit tired of the wall of
noise, thrashing around."

The Hip Singles intend to cross
the Tasman when they're ready,
a natural progression bearing in
mind the band's Melbourne heri-
tage, but Dick denies that they're
tailored for Australian audiences.

"We're not tailoring our sound
for that market at all. We'd never
become like the Angels or a really
over the top band, although we do
have an aggressive attitude to the
way we play and I suppose that's
an Australian way of thinking."

Wouldn't a move to Australia
mean more of the same old pub
gigs?

"Whatever happens," Dick
replies, "no matter who you are or
what you try and do, you eventu-
ally get drawn into that trap, so
I think you have to resign yourself
to playing in pubs. You can escape
it recording but pubs are your
bread and butter. This is what we
do for a living and we have to
compromise. I'm basically a truck
driver, and I don't want to go back
to that."

Hip Singles (L-R): Dick Driver, Steve Ward, Peter Zeug, Trevor O'Neill.
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What? They’ve done it!
Yes, Progressive Music has opened
its new, high quality 8-Track
recording studio, at only S2O per
hour. This has to be the 'ultimatem in reproductive experiences’. Come

43 ANZAC AVE. PHONE 795 344
P.O. BOX 4187 AUCKLAND 1.
What? They've done it!
Yes, Progressive Music has opened
its new, high quality 8-Track
recording studio, at only S2O per
hour. This has to be the 'ultimate
in reproductive experiences'. Come
and see us on the 2nd Floor at 43
Anzac Ave or ring us at 795-344.
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THE SOUND FOR THE EIGHTIES
Just Landed
4001 Fretless Bass (stereo)
4003 Round Wound Strings
4001 Stereo Bass

S 1745
S 1720
$1695

Plus a Special Limited Edition
4002 Stereo Bass with high or low impedance pick ups.
The finest available in a stage or recording bass ... $2895
362/12 Double Neck $2995
370 Guitar $1748
340 Guitar 51650
480 Guitar $1450
360/12 Guitar $1895
Definitely the finest selection of hand picked guitars
available in this country. All the big name brands plus
amps, effects pedals, drums, keyboards.
For your every musical need see us first, up the stairs at
Musical Sounds Ltd, 219-221 Gt South Rd, Greenlane. ’
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INTERESTED
BANDS

THEATRE
WORKSHOPS

& OTHERS
please drop

a line to
BROWN TROUT
58 TRAFALGAR ST

DANNEVIRKE
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ORIGINAL DESIGN CLOTHING
2458 PARNELL ROAD

PHONE 733-134
PARNELL, AUCKLAND

ARE YOU A
TOURING BAND?

If so, and you are touring
the South Island

either call us direct
at Oamaru 49-892 Ext. 875
7• .; or Mike Corless,

New Music Management, Auckland.

THE DABS EP
‘LOVE THE ARMY’

OUT SOON ON PROPELLER

■for the Best in used I
records & cassettesI
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