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A very Young Midge Marsden
first appeared on record playing
rhythm guitar with Wellington's
Breakaways on their self titled mid
sixties - album. Take A . Cruise
followed in. 1968. From '6B to 75
Midge worked in radio, and then
joined the Country Flyers. Their'
material can be found only on
compilations, including Crossing
the Tracks with Red Mole.

"It was a band which misspent
its energy," Midge reflects. "It
could've been really big, we could
have made a record, but we never
did.''
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After the Flyers, as a member of
the Phil Manning Band, Midge
played on Phil. Manning Live,
recorded at the Christchurch town
hall in 1979. BPEMB-Last year Midge Marsden
returned to the studio, with his
band the Connection and recorded
an album at Mandrill. The new
album has just been completed at
Harlequin, produced and engi-
neered by Lee Connelly and Steve
Kennedy. Again the project has
been financed by the band.

The Connection is Midge,
bassist John Dodd, guitarist Mike
Farrell, Liam Ryan on Keyboards
and drummer Ross Burge.

"I thought our first album was
a smorgasbord,'' Midge says, "with
this one we've aimed at a distinc-
tive sound throughout. Obviously
our roots are still in blues, but it's
not a blues album. I feel quite
good about it, I don't think we're
selling out. I’ve been able to
attempt to sing other things.
'Shooting in the Dark' is a Wayne
Mason song, which started with
an acoustic guitar and voice, but
which has built up to something
else entirely.

"There's a beautiful soulful
ballad which Liam wrote, 'One
Wheel in the Sand'. It's about
being on the road and leaving
your loved ones.

"I came very close to my limita-

tions as a vocalist with this song.
I don't think I could do much
better. Liam is happy with it. For
me it's a personal achievement,"

Midge also considers his own
composition 'Hard Town', and the
instrumental 'Don't Stand In
Corners/Ask That Mountain',
written by Ta Rutherford and the
band, as significant tracks.

'We'd neverplayed "Hard Town'
before. We walked into the studio
and had it down in an hour. This
huge sound, just what I wanted.
'Ask That Mountain' is also impor-
tant to me because after I came
back from Australia, I discovered
a different side to Taranaki, after
all those years of living there as a
kid, never realising the mountain
is a living thing and not just a blob
that sits there."

The man finds recording a bit
of an ordeal.

"Suddenly you're confronted
with high tech, and the sound of
your own voice as clear as a bell
in headphones. It's scary, because I
don't have the natural ability to
walk in there, open my mouth,
and get the vocals down in one or
two takes."

The band will tour to support
the album. Meantime expect a
single TMever Want to Lose Your
LoveVUpright Man' recorded at
Mandrill between the two Con-
nection albums.

Midge still has a strong taste for
touring and you may well ask how
he's' managed it all these years

without becoming a disillusioned
cynic.

"I don't know," he says, "I guess
it's just playing, playing to people.
The stimulation of being able to
give them energy and get it back."

Midge Marsden, Gluepot
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GO TOWORKON ANKE
QUIET 4-STROKE
THAT WON'T
ANNOYTHE
HIIGHBOURi A'Ah m

4mA Yamaha XT is a nice, quiet,
economical 4-stroke single J
for town commuting.
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Weekends are
something else V.".
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• "Yamaha XT - try one twice.'Like two
bikes for one price!" -

,

How about a useful weekday bike that
can go anyplace the hairiest motocrosser
can go - light as a bird and so quiet it
hardly disturbs the silence of the forest.
Toss it around. You’ll find power-to-weight
ratio terrific; low end torque, terrific;
Monocross suspension for traction in
impossible-seeming places, terrific.

But a bike is more than a list of features.
It’s the way they’re stacked that counts.
This one is pretty, obedient, and forgiving.
A bike for all reasons, weekday transport and
weekend escape!

XTI2S, XT2OO, XT2SO and King of
the trail XTSSO; all with t'2 months’
unlimited mileage transferable warranty.
Try one for size at your Yamaha Dealer.

YAMAHA
Don’t follow anyone. j%n
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The Queen Elizabeth II Arts Council is
considering the publication of a
Handbook for New Zealand Bands •

is

. All. technical, practical and legal ■
aspects of playing, . touring,■ recording . •

and video work will be covered.

- If you have information or experiences

you would like to be included, send the

details, a contact address and phone

-'number to P.O. Box 1336 Christchurch,

BLACKSMITHSBLACKSMITHSI
ARE YOU A

TOURING BAND?
If so, and you are touring

the South Island
either call us direct

at Oamaru 49-892 Ext. 875
or Mike Corless,

New Music Management, Auckland.

• UNDER MY THUMB • LETS
SPEND THE NIGHT TOGETHER •

SHATTERED • TWENTY FLIGHT
ROCK • GOING TO A GO GO •

LET ME GO • IMAGINATION •

START ME UP • SATISFACTION


