
COUNTING (ON) THE BEAT!
The number of bands that can be labelled essential come

and go every year but from where I'm dancing, the Beat
sure look like a vital band, meaning they're plugged into
the current energy form and articulate to boot.

Last t year, the six individuals involved surprised even'
themselves with the freshness and pace of I Just Can't Stop
It, an album , that also showed the band's readiness .tp..- .
comment on things political and social. . v’/.’-V
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yet is Bright'.ahd'.almbVUKopeful in its dance-
ability" This is the essence of Beat music?

"I think so. It's something that goes through all the other
groups on 2-Tone too. We think we should reflect the
society we live in and that it's in a pitiful state. I don't know
whether you've read of what's happened in England in the
last week?"

The Liverpool riots?
"Yeah, the place is falling to bits really and so we want to

reflect that in' the lyrics, but we've got to start thinkin' of
some positive things to do about it and there's no better
way of makin' yourself feel positive than by dancing. So we
want the two things to complement each other. Not
dancing to escape but dancing to be strong, to do
something about it.''

Rock'n'roll is about now, about having your fifteen
minutes' worth and then moving over. Does Wakeling
worry about the fact that their songs may not survive the
current social scene?

"Yes, but I think the material we write in the future won't
be so specific anyway coz I've said all I want to say about
the political and social situation. The basic idea is that
we're trying to live under a system that is totally outdated,
it is much more suited to Victorian society than it is now. I
think I've covered nearly every aspect of the bits that are?

outdated the ridiculous lip service to nationalism when
the world is obviously international. Now we've put .
ourselves on the spot by saying how dreadful we think
everything is perhaps we're gonna have to come up with
some suggestions of how to make it better. Perhaps the
lyrics will start having a positive feel to thembut still mixed
with a certain amount of desperation because I don't think
we have much time left."

Does he feel concerned that his lyrics may go unnoticed
or be misunderstood?

"That was a reaction to our first album, as the girl who
- runs our fan club spent most of last year answering letters

to people who wanted the lyrics and so she begged us to put
them on the new album.

"I really like it when people misunderstand the lyrics and
make up their own version. When you have a favourite
song and you sing along with it for about three weeks, then ,

//; '■.}you read the lyrics and find it's about something completely
different.

"Some of the lines on. the new album are consciously
ambiguous to make sure that it doesn't come across as a dry •

.political line. But the lyrics weren't put there to be a gospel •
or anythin'."

Back to the Beat's first LP and specifically 'Mirror in the
Bathroom', a slap at vanity. Is theband vain? •.//••'/....- >•/’

"Not as a group, I don't think, but everybody personally
is vain. It was an attack on little bits of vanity I'd noticed in
other people but it doesn't take more than a minute to
realise that you do exactly the same things yourself. It
wasn't just attacking vanity but saying that we ought to try
and accept it as we are all as guilty as each other on that
one. It's those things that keep people apart from each 1
other. • .

"The album was recorded very quickly, very hecticly.
: Everything had just happened and we were all anaesthe- -

. tised. It was just a rush, you just get gripped and carried>
along by the situation.

"The songs were ones we'd been playing in Birmingham
for four or five months. We'd been gigging solidly so the
songs were pretty well worked."

How does he view the album now? '

*. v/s v/ *
"I like about half the tracks and I wish we'd had more

chance to be retrospective about the other half. When I
look back on it I think it was just good fun. Nobody could
believe we were in the studio doin' it and nobody could
believe we just had a hit single. It was all a bit tongue-in-
cheek really. Y'know people from the media and record
companies running around saying how great you were and
it was all a bit hard to take seriously." . / \ . ! ,

Good reviews and the Beat go hand in hand. Does * he /
take all this favourable press seriously?

"That's the trouble when you get lots of good reviews.
You're tempted to take them seriously and when you see a
bad one you feel like throwing the paper away and saying

'Pah, you don't wanna believe nothin' you see in the (
papers': It goes in little phases in England because having
four weekly music papers with a lot of journalists writing,
it's a bit like one of those quiz they push
the button before a lot of
pre-empting •go>ng,ohso',yqu ekeks where

/.;y,du\ir^'th e'.'caL;S'> hiskerk.-apd.t'hOn'.a'.-c Wyfsfe you're a.■ ■* bunth <?f.sh^iks•* '•//'•’/y
*VKv>JoC^siv•

V*.•£pb id. ■p'ress •al m - and
’.••".rjgjitfy-'sb,'. as. -.it subtle
■•‘•TCKMea 1 aj-InSibdrvtr'agOT&JirKehyper-

ofA'y |a>dmore- ajSfrng than
L^V^/benekt ng rly, the

>b'^jni>d^he
//■y^^becKang^/**/
,•/*.*.*‘./VvelV.-’.thero• jot-bf.titlwffiirij'.mra;-fo^rself
‘/.•Stjt'p'ifrs jdr• ’. -04fir \ •Tvj hon
■tgetthe.
/.• ter/.vVe'cf • mixed', the last track n
•
* it's • jise'd. a,s'. a • ou

■‘.•'.■gpifr);'.How's. • tricks'? 1/,ftfs. •aka *a•sawsw/}yf>awJftK6®sß» is
'.•/.hapb^jng'.it'.-t^e'.r^djn'e'nt?‘/.Sq'.iV.4^^t'.d*r.‘oftrt;ws^feyfls.
•/. G)d the• tront-cT‘.t h eqlburp', there JJy- ‘-‘.tha.tT'.f)‘oVywe -See-jt'j E Verybody. t
'. Pdrn ing
•' •• - •'/. 'JhffmmSSSSuSSVjW ' ■’/*
' ••■"Y

e*d if( Hc'e’s- ,be t’vyeep‘. fk - a^'\ The^diff^rekees.betvyeep'.the first and
.•'.•'•dbv)6u/-'.-’-bUt/.-what'./arb.-'. , V^^yfng®^Vjdw’/.’*o'n'-^^K

di 1 1ncllon s,? . .- . ’- ‘ '• '■ Jjfiffk
•■V.'-'.'P.'MosL'b’f/'iheVreyjew'sVgp'.-’^^bqift^mo'^.tP^'db^^Kl^.

frenetic speed. I found after about four months of listening
to the first LP, that it was ■ often too fast to dance to unless
you were close to amphetamine, and that’s what quite a lot

/.'.dT'p.eppW-Mid- .to- 'us'.•' ft* cap te to me at Dingwalls on the
dance floor when they put on the twelve-inch version of
Hands Off She's Mine' and about half way through it I was

/•'.oVit*p£ , bV.eal^>’i’th6\ight>'th^t:^tdo^fa?r,to dance to'. The
third album may. som'ewhere between the two. We may
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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Win one of the ten amazing USA picture discs, given to Rip
It Up by Polygram Records. These 12" discs are clear with
an Enz design inside. All you have to do is tell ■us WHY
YOU DON'T WANNA DANCE in 20 words or less. Write
it below or on a piece of paper and post it to Rip It Up by
August 30.

...V and now for the easy,questions:

$ Name . .!aI Lr-iTt? I
SPLIT ENZ

_

K' Address
. ‘ h/. Post to RIU Enz Competition, PO 5689, Auckland

In Enzed 'I Don't Wan
has two live Split Enz
the B-Side, 'Shark A
'What's The Matter'.

1 DON'T WANNA DANCEDan
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Rickie Lee Jones
Pirates
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Rickie Lee Jones is back with an album that is
every bit as breathtaking as her debut album
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